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New Zealand suspect steeped in online right-wing extremism 


By Rachel Lerman 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
suspected New Zealand shooter 
carefully modeled his attack for 
an internet age. He live-streamed 
the massacre, shouted out a popu¬ 
lar meme slogan and published a 
long, rambling manifesto replete 
with inside jokes geared for those 
steeped in underground internet 
culture. 

All that makes Brenton Har¬ 
rison Tarrant, the man charged 
with murder for the attack Friday 
on mosques in Christchurch, the 
latest person to suspected of com¬ 
mitting mass slaughter alongside 
a targeted appeal to online com- 



AP 


This frame from the video that was live-streamed on Friday shows a 
gunman who used the name Brenton Tarrant on social media in a car 
before the mosque shootings in Christchurch, New Zealand. 


munities that breed extremism. 

Prior to killing six people in 
Isla Vista, Calif, in 2014, Elliott 
Rodger posted an online video 
and circulated a lengthy docu¬ 
ment full of grievances. He later 
was found to have ties to a mi- 
sogynistic online group known 
as “incels,” or “involuntary celi¬ 
bates,” who sometimes call for vi¬ 
olence against women. Last year, 
Robert Bowers, the man charged 
with killing 11 people at a Pitts¬ 
burgh synagogue, posted threats 
on Gab, a social media site popu¬ 
lar with white supremacists. 

Recruitment with and pro¬ 
liferation of extremist ideals is 
nothing new — in person or on¬ 
line. People who want to discuss 


such ideas are bound to find each 
other, said Daniel Byman, a se¬ 
nior fellow at the Brookings In¬ 
stitute. But whereas small groups 
once might have met up in real 
life, now people can go online to 
find large groups to reinforce 
and encourage their ideas almost 
instantly. 

People do things online that 
they might be hesitant to do in 
real life. Byman said. That can 
range from harmless acts, such 
as emailing someone you would 
be too intimidated to approach at 
a party, to sharing, building on 
and encouraging extremist views 
and violence. 

SEE ONLINE ON PAGE 12 
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Lawyer: US Navy vet held in Iran given 10 years 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— A US. Navy veteran from Cali¬ 
fornia has been sentenced to 10 
years in prison in Iran, his lawyer 
said Saturday, becoming the first 
American known to be impris¬ 
oned there since President Donald 
Trump took office. 

Though the case against Mi¬ 
chael R. White remains unclear, it 
comes as Trump has taken a hard¬ 
line approach to Iran by pulling 
the US. out of Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers. 

Iran, which in the past has 
used its detention of Westerners 
and dual nationals as leverage in 


negotiations, has yet to report on 
White’s sentence in state-con¬ 
trolled media. Its mission to the 
United Nations did not imme¬ 
diately respond to a request for 
comment. 

“Obviously, the concern is that 
the Iranians are using this as a 
tool against the United States, 
given the other individuals who 
are in custody,’’ Washington-based 
lawyer Mark Zaid told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

White’s arrest was first report¬ 
ed by IranWire, an online news 
service run by Iranian expatriates 
that interviewed a former Iranian 
prisoner who said he met White at 
Vakilabad Prison in the northeast¬ 
ern city of Mashhad in October. 


In the time since. White has 
been convicted of insulting Iran’s 
supreme 
leader and 
posting pri- 
vateinforma- 
tion online, 
Zaid said. 
He said the 
information 
surround¬ 
ing the case 
remained 
vague. 

White Heleamed 

of the sen¬ 
tence from the US. State Depart¬ 
ment, which in turn learned of it 
from the Swiss government, which 
looks after American interests in 
Iran. 


The State Department said late 
Saturday that it was “aware of 
the detention of a US. citizen in 
Iran.’’ 

“We have no higher prior¬ 
ity than the safety and security of 
US. citizens abroad,” it said, with¬ 
out elaborating on the case. 

The New York Times first re¬ 
ported White’s 10-year sentence. 

White’s mother, Joanne White, 
had told the Times that her son, 
who lives in Imperial Beach, 
Cahf, went to Iran to see a woman 
she described as his girlfriend and 
had booked a July 27 flight back 
home to San Diego via the United 
Arab Emirates. 

She filed a missing person re¬ 
port with the State Department 


after he did not board the flight. 
She added that he had been under¬ 
going treatment for a neck tumor 
and has asthma. 

White worked as a cook in the 
US. Navy and left the service 
about a decade ago. 

Zaid said Saturday that White 
apparently traveled to Mashhad 
without informing the woman in 
advance. It remains difficult for 
Americans to get visas to Iran, 40 
years after the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion and the US. Embassy hostage 
crisis. 

“That’s certainly our concern, 
that’s he’s being used as a pawn,” 
Zaid said. “But we’re more in 
a confused state than an aware 
state.” 



Base in Germany a great habitat for wolves 



Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


A wolf is caught on camera at the Grafenwoehr Training Area in 
Germany last month. 


By Martin E gnash 
Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germa¬ 
ny — Who’s afraid of big, bad 
wolves? If you’re one of the sol¬ 
diers stationed at the Grafen¬ 
woehr Training Area, Germany, 
you might want to keep an eye out 
for them. But if you practice com¬ 
mon sense, you don’t need to be 
afraid of them. 

The Army recently issued a 
warning to stay clear of wolves on 
the training area, especially now 
during the wolf mating season. 

At least one pair of the animals 
— a protected species under Ger¬ 
man law — are known to live in 
the woods on base. However, there 
are no known wolf pups yet. 

“We live among wolves and we 
welcome them,” Army spokes¬ 
man Nathan Van Schaik said. 


The warning reminds people 
that the animals have historically 
shared this area peacefully with 
humans, but it asks locals not to 
leave cats or dogs outside and 
not to feed the wolves if they are 
spotted. 

The pristine condition of the 
forests on base is possibly why 
the wolves have chosen this area 
to live in, the military said. 

“That endangered wolves 
would choose our training areas 
as a habitat is testament to how 
hard we work to protect the en¬ 
vironment,” Van Schaik said. 
“Additionally, we openly and ag¬ 
gressively inform our community 
members of validated wolf sight¬ 
ings to ensure everyone’s safety.” 

The vast areas between live- 
fire ranges give the wolves room 
to roam the woods and hunt for 
food, said Stefan Haertl, an envi¬ 


ronmental engineer on base. 

“Wolves need enough to eat and 
a retreat area, both available in 
abundance at [the Grafenwoehr 
Training Area],” he said. “Thou¬ 
sands of red deer, roe deer, wild 
boar, hare and beaver make up an 
excellent food source. 

“The vast impact areas and 
surface danger zones between 
the ranges provide lots of undis¬ 
turbed places to stay for rest or for 
digging a (litter) den. Active and 
former military training areas 
have been the steppingstones for 
the spread of wolves all over Ger¬ 
many,” he said. 

The pair of wolves have lived 
on base since 2016. There have 
been no reports of attacks. 

Wolves were exterminated in 
Germany during the 19 th century. 
But in the 1990s, new European 
laws protecting wildlife and habi¬ 


tat set the stage for their recovery. 
Military bases — both active and 
abandoned — have played a cen¬ 
tral role in helping the animals 
reclaim habitat, according to a 
report in February by Lupus, the 
German Institute for Wolf Moni¬ 


toring and Research. 

It said there are 73 packs of 
wolves spread through seven of 
Germany’s 16 federal states, and 
their numbers are rising. 
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Focus; Fears 
of China threat 
not new among 
US planners 


FROM FRONT PAGE 


of a rapidly growing Chinese military. 

This theme, which Shanahan outlined 
Thursday in presenting the administration’s 
proposed 2020 defense budget to the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, is competing 
for attention with narrower, more imme¬ 
diate problems such as President Donald 
Trump’s effort to use the military to build 
a border wall. 

The hearing, for example, spent more 
time on the wall and prospects for using 
military funds to build parts of it than on 
any aspect of foreign policy, including the 
conflict in Syria or military competition 
with China, Russia or North Korea. 

Shanahan is hardly the first defense chief 
to worry about China. Several predecessors 
pursued what the Obama administration 
called a “pivot” to the Pacific, with China in 
mind. But Shanahan sees it as an increas¬ 
ingly urgent problem that exceeds tradi¬ 
tional measures of military strength and 
transcends partisan priorities. 

“We’ve been ignoring the problem for too 
long,” Shanahan told a senator. 

“China is aggressively modernizing its 
military, systematically stealing science 
and technology, and seeking military ad¬ 
vantage through a strategy of military-civil 
fusion,” he wrote in prepared testimony to 
the committee, which is considering a $718 
billion Pentagon budget designed in part to 
counter China’s momentum. 

The $25 billion the Pentagon is proposing 
to spend on nuclear weapons in 2020, for ex¬ 
ample, is meant in part to stay ahead of Chi¬ 
na’s nuclear arsenal, which is much smaller 
than America’s but growing. Shanahan said 
China is developing a nuclear-capable long- 
range bomber that, if successful, would 
enable China to join the United States and 
Russia as the only nations with air-, sea- 
and land-based nuclear weapons. 

Shanahan ticked off a list of other Chi¬ 
nese advancements — hypersonic missiles 
against which the US. has limited defens¬ 
es; space launches and other space efforts 
that could enable it to fight wars in space; 
“systematically stealing” of U.S. and allied 
technology, and militarizing land features 
in the South China Sea. 

Bonnie S. Glaser, director of the China 
Power Project at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, says the U.S. has 
been lacking effective strategies for com¬ 
peting with China on a broad scale. 

“It is overdue,” she said of the Shanahan 
focus. “We have been somewhat slow in 
catching up” in such areas as denying China 
its regional ambitions, including efforts to 
fully control the South China Sea, which is 
contested by several other countries. 

Some defense analysts think Shanahan 
and the Pentagon have inflated the China 
threat. 

“I do think it’s worth asking what exactly 
is threatening about China’s behavior,” said 
Christopher Preble, vice president for de¬ 
fense and foreign policy studies at the Cato 
Institute. He doesn’t discount China as a 
security issue, including in the South China 
Sea, but doubts the U.S. military is the in¬ 
stitution best suited to deal with such non¬ 
military problems as cyberintrusions into 
American commercial networks. 

In Preble’s view, competition with the 
Chinese is not mainly military. “I still don’t 
believe the nature of the threat is quite as 


Fei Maohua, Xinhua, Zuma Press/TNS 

The guard of honor of the three services of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army attends a military parade in 2015 in Beijing. The 
Pentagon’s 2020 budget is proposing to spend more on nuclear weapons, in part to stay ahead of China’s nuclear arsenal. 




A look at China’s narrowing 
military gap with the US 

Comparative measures of the U.S. and 
Chinese militaries: 

Active-duty troops 
United States: 1.3 million 
China: 2 million 

Defense budget 
United States: $685 billion 
China: $170 billion 

Strategic nuclear weapons* 

United States: 3,800 
China: 280 

Ships 

United States: 289 
China: Approximately 300 

* Nuclear weapons numbers are classified; 
figures are estimates by the Federation of 
American Scientists 
SOURCE: The AssociEedhress 


Dominique A. PiNEiRo/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

A Chinese soldier takes part in training at a PLA base in Shenyang, China, in 2017. 


grave as we’re led to believe” by the Penta¬ 
gon, he said. “They tend to exaggerate the 
nature of the threat today.” 

In his previous role as deputy defense 
secretary, Shanahan and Trump’s first de¬ 
fense secretary, Jim Mattis, crafted a na¬ 
tional defense strategy that put China at the 
top of the list of problems. 

“As China continues its economic and 
military ascendance, asserting power 
through an all-of-nation long-term strategy, 
it will continue to pursue a military mod¬ 
ernization program that seeks Indo-Pacific 
regional hegemony in the near-term and 
displacement of the United States to achieve 


global pre-eminence in the future,” that 
strategy document says. 

That explains in part why the U.S. is 
spending billions more on space, including 
means of defending satellites against poten¬ 
tial Chinese attack, and on building hyper¬ 
sonic missiles to stay ahead of Chinese and 
Russian hypersonic weapons development. 

It also explains some of the thinking be¬ 
hind preparing for an early retirement of 
the USS Harry Truman aircraft carrier, a 
strategy that views carriers as a less rele¬ 


vant asset in a future armed conflict involv¬ 
ing China. 

That concern about countering China has 
permeated the entire U.S. military. Gen. 
Thomas Waldhauser, head of U.S. Africa 
Command, said last month that dozens of 
African heads of state were invited to Bei¬ 
jing last fall to consider billions in Chinese 
loans and grants, and that China is building 
thousands of miles of railroads in Africa, 
mostly linked to Chinese mineral extrac¬ 
tion operations. 

“They’re heavily invested and heavily in¬ 
volved” in Africa, he said. 

The top U.S. commander in Europe told 
Congress last week that China also is mak¬ 
ing inroads in Europe. 

“China is looking to secure access to stra¬ 
tegic geographic locations and economic 
sectors through financial stakes in ports, 
airlines, hotels and utility providers while 
providing a source of capital for struggling 
European economies,” Gen. Curtis Scapar- 
rotti said. 


China is aggressively modernizing its military, 
systematically stealing science and technology, and 
seeking military advantage through a strategy of 
military-civil fusion. ^ 

Pat Shanahan 

acting defense secretary 
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'One more rung' 

An African-American general’s family goes 
from segregation to command in 100 years 



Brig. Gen. Milford H. Beagle Jr. speaks about his military memorabilia, awards and unit coins for 
leadership and excellence in military service. 



Beagle speaks to the president of the Sgt. Isaac Woodard Historical 
Marker Association following a dedication ceremony in Batesbuig;- 
Leesville, S.C., on Feb. 9. 


By Christina L. Myers 

Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. 
vt. Walter Beagles ar¬ 
rived at Camp Jackson, 
S.C., in 1918, an African- 
American draftee in a 
segregated Army that relegated 
black soldiers to labor battalions 
out of a prejudiced notion that 
they couldn’t fight. 

More than 100 years later, his 
great-grandson now serves as the 
base’s 51st commanding general. 

Brig. Gen. Milford H. Beagle 
Jr., a combat veteran who took 
command last June, admit¬ 
ted that it gets to him, knowing 
he’s serving where his ancestor 
served but under vastly different 
circumstances. 

“It does become pretty surreal 
to know that the gates my great¬ 
grandfather came through are 
the same gates I come through,” 
Beagle said. “You always re¬ 
flect back to you’re standing on 
somebody’s shoulders. Somebody 
put that stair in place so you can 
move one more rung up.” 

Beagle hails from the same 
town where his great-grandfa¬ 
ther came from, Enoree, S.C. The 
family dropped the “s” from the 
end of its name during his grand¬ 
father’s lifetime. 

He said he felt compelled to 
enter the infantry as a young man 
at least partly because blacks 
once were largely shunted aside 
— considered inferior and unsuit¬ 
ed to combat. 

“That was one thing I did re¬ 
flect on. Somebody at some point 
in time said your particular race 
can’t do that,” Beagle said. “At 
some point, our ancestors fought 
so we could be in those front-line 
units and those combat units.” 

Beagle has served in combat in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, among his 
many postings. 

His great-grandfather, who 
died in 1985 at the age of 94, 
didn’t talk much about his Army 
service. Beagle said. But the 
general enlisted the help of Fort 
Jackson Basic Combat Training 
Museum director and curator 


Henry Howe, who found more 
details about Beagles’ military 
service during the Great War. 

“Gen. Beagle gave me a copy 
of his draft card. He did give me 
a roster of Fort Jackson, but we 
were able to find out a little bit 
more information — specifically, 
the days he came in and the units 
he was with and that he deployed 
to ... France in late 1918,” Howe 
said. 

At Camp Jackson, Beagles 
would have learned fundamental 
drills and 
how to be¬ 
have as a 
soldier with 
the 156th 
Depot Bri¬ 
gade, but 
he didn’t 
get much 
training 
in combat 
arms. He 
moved into 
the 346th 
Labor Bat¬ 
talion, 
where his 
jobs includ¬ 
ed loading 
and unload¬ 
ing ships, 
building 
roads and 
digging 
ditches 
— labor- 
intensive 

work. 

“The majority of the African- 
Americans were pushed off into 
the support units,” Howe said. 
“Oftentimes, we in the military 
look at the combat arms as the 
glory, but it’s overwhelmingly the 
support people that give the op¬ 
portunity for victories.” 

The Army that Beagles served 
in was highly segregated, as was 
the wider society, said American 
studies professor Andrew Myers, 
at University of South Carolina 
Upstate. 

“As Jim Crow became more 
instituted in the civilian society, 
you saw the same thing kind of 


take over the military,” he said. 

Racial tensions were high in 
some towns surrounding US. 
military camps, sometimes lead¬ 
ing to violence. 

In 1917 Houston, a clash be¬ 
tween police officers and soldiers 
led to courts-martial and the ex¬ 
ecution of 19 black soldiers. 

“The execution ... of the col¬ 
ored soldiers implicated in the 
Houston riot was one of the dark 
spots on the escutcheon of the 
Army, but it did not dampen the 
ardor of the colored men who 
went to the front for the Stars and 
Stripes,” Emmett J. Scott noted in 
his book, “The American Negro 
in the World War.” 

Scott was Booker T. Washing¬ 
ton’s secretary before becoming 
a special assistant to the US. sec¬ 
retary of war, serving as a liaison 
between black soldiers and the 
War Department. 

In October 1918, Beagles was 
deployed to France. The armi¬ 
stice ending the fighting was 
signed the following month. 

Following the war. Beagles was 
honorably discharged in January 
1919 and returned to his farm. 
While many cities and towns, 
including Columbia, S.C., hosted 
parades welcoming back their 
soldiers, black veterans did not 
typically get a hero’s welcome. 

Some fell victim to whites who 
objected to seeing black men in 
U.S. military uniforms. In 1920, 
the NAACP noted that nine black 
retired soldiers had been lynched 


in 1919. 

However, the mistreatment of 
black soldiers during World War I 
was not a story Beagle heard from 
his great-grandfather. Instead, 
he spoke of hard work, courage, 
strength and integrity — values 
that his great-grandson says are 
woven into his family’s history. 

“I remember flexing for Great- 
Grandpa,” Beagle said with a 
smile. “He was just a great person, 
down to earth, hard working.” 

You could tell that by his hands. 
Beagle said. 

Beagle said his great-grandfa¬ 
ther and others contributed sig¬ 


nificantly to this country without 
knowing what their contributions 
would mean to the future of the 
military — now a place where 
people of different races work 
side by side with the same mis¬ 
sion — to protect their nation. 

If given one more day with his 
great-grandfather. Beagle said he 
would show him today’s diverse 
soldiers in formation during a 
graduation ceremony. 

“I would turn to him and say, 
‘Hey, was it worth it?”’ Beagle 
said. “And I’m pretty sure I’d get 
a big smile back and he’d say it 
was absolutely worth it.” 



You always 
reflect back 
to you’re 
standing on 
somebody’s 
shoulders. 
Somebody 
put that 
stair in 
place so you 
can move 
one more 
rung up. ^ 

Brig. Gen. 

Milford H. 

Beagle Jr. 

Camp Jackson, 
S.C., commander 


US sends B-52 bombers over South China Sea for 2nd time in 10 days 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force flew a pair of 
strategic bombers over the South 
China Sea on Wednesday, mark¬ 
ing the second time it sent the 
nuclear-capable aircraft to the 
region in just over a week. 

“Two B-52H Stratofortress 
bombers took off from Ander¬ 
sen Air Force Base, Guam, and 
conducted routine training in the 
vicinity of the South China Sea 
on March 13, 2019 (Hawaii Stan¬ 
dard Time), before returning to 
base,” Pacific Air Forces said in 


a statement Friday. 

On March 4, one B-52 flew 
over the South China Sea while 
another circumnavigated Japan 
in a joint military exercise with 
the Japan Air Self-Defense Force, 
PACAF said at the time. 

That mission was the first re¬ 
ported B-52 flight over the South 
China Sea since November. How¬ 
ever, not all are made public. 

In the past, Beijing has deemed 
such flights “provocative,” blam¬ 
ing the U.S. for tensions between 
the two countries. 

The Air Force said the bomber 


flights March 4 and Wednesday 
were part of “routine training” in 
the South China Sea. 

“U.S. aircraft regularly operate 
in the South China Sea in support 
of allies, partners and a free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” the PACAF 
statement said. “U.S. Pacific Air 
Forces bombers have flown from 
Guam for more than a decade as 
part of U.S. Indo-Pacific Com¬ 
mand’s continuous bomber pres¬ 
ence operations.” 

The region is vital to the inter¬ 
national economy, with about 80 
percent of all trade by volume 
and 70 percent by value being 


shipped through the South China 
Sea, according to the United Na¬ 
tions Conference on Trade and 
Development. 

About 14 percent of U.S. trade 
transited the area in 2016, ac¬ 
cording to the Center for Stra¬ 
tegic and International Studies’ 
China Power project. China sent 
about 64 percent of its trade and 
Japan sent nearly 42 percent 
through the South China Sea the 
same year. 

The missions follow the trend 
of freedom-of-navigation opera¬ 
tions the Navy conducts in the re¬ 


gion to challenge what the service 
calls China’s “excessive maritime 
claims.” 

The U.S. disputes China’s claim 
of authority over several islands 
and reefs in the oil-rich South and 
East China seas, including in the 
Spratly, Parcel and Senkaku is¬ 
lands, according to the CIA World 
Factbook. 

China asserts authority over 
the 12 nautical miles around their 
claimed islands and reefs as well 
as over the airspace above them. 

do'ornbos.caitrin(I)stripes.com 
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Taliban kill 22 Afghan troops at checkpoints 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


A^han National Army soldiers carry out a live-fire training exercise at the Afghan Military Academy in 
Kabul on Oct. 31. At least 22 Afghan troops were reported killed in a Taliban assault late Saturday, 
officials said. 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An 
overnight Taliban assault on 
checkpoints in northern Afghani¬ 
stan killed 22 troops after some 
100 Afghan forces fled a simi¬ 
lar assault in the country’s west 
last week and tried to cross into 
neighboring Turkmenistan, offi¬ 
cials said Sunday. 

The two battles mark the latest 
setbacks for the country’s bat¬ 
tered security forces, who come 
under daily attack by the insur¬ 
gents and have suffered stagger¬ 
ing casualties in recent years. 
The attacks have continued even 
as the Taliban have been hold¬ 
ing direct negotiations with the 
United States aimed at ending the 
17-year war. 

Mohammad Tahir Rahmani, 
head of the provincial council in 
the northern Faryab province, 
said the insurgents launched 
the attack late Saturday against 
checkpoints manned by police 
and pro-government militias, 
setting off a fierce gunbattle that 
lasted into Sunday morning. The 
army sent in reinforcements, who 
were among those killed. 

He said another 20 Afghan forc¬ 
es were wounded in the attack. 

Last week, around 100 Afghan 
soldiers in the western Badghis 
province fled their posts and 
tried to cross the border during a 
weeklong battle with the Taliban, 
officials said Sunday. 

Mohammad Naser Nazari, a 
provincial council member in 


Badghis, said the soldiers weren’t 
allowed to cross the border and 
their fate remains unknown. The 
Taliban have posted pictures 
of captured soldiers on social 
media. 


Jamshid Shahabi, the provin¬ 
cial governor’s spokesman, said 
16 soldiers have been killed and 
20 wounded during the ongoing 
battle in the Bala Murghab dis¬ 
trict, in which the military car¬ 


ried out airstrikes and dispatched 
reinforcements. He said a num¬ 
ber of soldiers tried to flee, with¬ 
out providing an exact figure. 

Shahabi said more than 40 in¬ 
surgents were killed in the fight¬ 


ing. He said the provincial police 
chief and army commander are 
in the district and instructing the 
forces to root out insurgents and 
rescue soldiers. Officials said the 
fighting had largely subsided by 
Sunday, with sporadic clashes 
breaking out in remote areas. 

Nazari provided a higher toll, 
saying 50 soldiers were killed and 
around 100 others were missing. 
He said hundreds of local resi¬ 
dents have gathered in front of 
the Badghis governor’s office to 
express their concerns about se¬ 
curity in the province. 

He said Bala Murghab is almost 
completely controlled by the Tal¬ 
iban, with Afghan forces confined 
to the district headquarters. 

In a separate development on 
Sunday, an Islamic State affiliate 
claimed the killing of a local TV 
journalist in the eastern Khost 
province. The group did not say 
why it targeted Sultan Mahmoud 
Khirkhowa, a reporter with the 
local Zhman TV and radio, who 
was killed Friday when two men 
on a motorcycle opened fire on 
his vehicle. Another Afghan re¬ 
porter was wounded in a targeted 
bombing last week in the south¬ 
ern Helmand province. 

Afghanistan is among the most 
dangerous countries in the world 
for reporters. The Afghan Jour¬ 
nalist Safety Committee report¬ 
ed 121 cases of violence against 
journalists and media workers in 
2018, with 17 killed. 



Farid Abdulwahed/AP 


Workers start the exhumation of a mass grave in Iraq’s northwestern 
region of Sinjar on Friday. 


Iraq begins 
exhuming 
mass grave 

By Salar Salim 

Associated Press 

IRBIL, Iraq — The Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment has started exhuming 
a mass grave left behind by Is¬ 
lamic State in the northwestern 
Sinjar region in the presence of 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Nadia 
Murad, whose slain relatives are 
believed to have been buried in 
the area. 

The exhumation, which is 
being carried out with UN. sup¬ 
port, began Friday in the village 
of Kocho. Murad’s official website 
said it marks the first exhumation 
of a mass grave containing the re¬ 
mains of Yazidis, a religious mi¬ 
nority targeted for extermination 
by the extremists. 

ISIS militants rampaged across 
Sinjar in 2014, killing Yazidi 
men and abducting thousands of 
women and children. Many follow¬ 
ers of the minority faith are still 
missing after women were forced 
into sexual slavery and boys were 
indoctrinated in jihadi ideology. 

“I pay my condolence to the 
Yazidis and the whole humanity,” 
Murad said. “There is not a single 


Yazidi family that didn’t taste the 
bitterness of this extermination. 
They all lost their loved ones, their 
properties and their dreams, and 
especially in this village.” 

Murad was one of an estimated 
3,000 Yazidi women and girls 
who were kidnapped and sold into 
sexual slavery. She was raped, 
beaten and tortured before she 
managed to escape after three 
months in captivity. 

More than 70 mass graves have 
been discovered in Sinjar since 
it was liberated from ISIS in No¬ 
vember 2015. 

Last November, UN. investiga¬ 


tors said they have verified the 
location of more than 200 mass 
grave sites from the time of ISIS 
rule in northern Iraq, containing 
the bodies of between 6,000 and 
12,000 victims. 

Nada Selo, an activist from 
Kocho, lamented the slow pace 
of efforts to identify and recover 
victims. 

“Negligence has been going on 
for four years and until now,” she 
said. “The people were hoping 
during all this time to see their 
relatives alive. So honestly, this is 
a huge disappointment for us as 
Yazidis, and it is a real tragedy.” 


US-backed 
forces struggle 
to defeat ISIS 

Associated Press 

BAGHOUZ, Syria — U.S.- 
backed forces fighting to take 
back the last Islamic State out¬ 
post in Syria say they are facing 
difficulties defeating the group. 

A spokesman said their effort 
is being slowed by mines, tunnels 
and the possibility of harming 
women and children still in the 
village. 

The SDF have been repeat¬ 
edly surprised to discover just 
how many civilians were holed 
up in the area — a collection of 
tents covering foxholes and un¬ 
derground caves in the village 
of Baghouz — alongside the ISIS 
fighters. In the last two weeks, 
many fighters appeared to be 
among those evacuating. 

Dozens of men and women were 
seen walking around the besieged 
ISIS encampment in the village 
of Baghouz on Sunday as fight¬ 
ers from the Kurdish-led Syrian 
Democratic Forces watched from 
a hilltop close by. 

SDF spokesman Kino Gabriel 
said the camp was approximately 
250 km in size — much the same 
area it was five weeks ago when 
the SDF said it was going to final¬ 
ly conclude the battle. 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


A TALE 


OF 2 CITIES 


Siege that drove ISIS from Mosul leaves 
west in shambles but east largely spared 



Photos by Nabih Bulos, the Los Angeles Times/TNS 

Many Mosulawis on the west side of Mosul, Iraq, are forced to rely on a horse and cart to clear a path. 




Above: Many cafes have reopened on Mosul’s revitalized east side. 
Left: A team from the U.N.’s Mine Action Service surveys rubble for 
unexploded ordnance. 


By Nabih Bulos 

Los Angeles Times 

MOSUL, Iraq 
n the biblical book of Jonah, 
God wants to destroy the 
city of Nineveh because of 
its wickedness but ultimate¬ 
ly relents and spares it. 

Today, what was once Nineveh is 
the eastern half of the Iraqi city of 
Mosul, where a version of the bib¬ 
lical story has played out again. In 
the siege that drove Islamic State 
militants from Mosul, the east 
side was largely spared. 

The west side is an entirely dif¬ 
ferent story. 

If it were possible to stand at the 
center of the Tigris River where it 
bisects this ancient city, once the 
crown jewel of ISIS’ conquests, 
the view might bring to mind an 
oft-repeated cliche: Mosul has be¬ 
come a tale of two cities. 

Looking east, you’d see crowd¬ 
ed restaurants and “casinos,” the 
riverside cafes where men suck 
on water pipes as they play cards 
with gusto. 

The smoke of a dozen barbecue 
joints would waft over the area, 
and at night, cars would jostle 
for space on a brightly lighted 
thoroughfare. 

Look west at night and you’d 
see very little. The west lacks 
electricity, and even if there was 
power, there are no street lamps 
left standing. 

Sunlight unmasks this “right 
bank” of Mosul as a topography 
of rubble, the crushed remains 
of the thousands of buildings that 
once stood here. It’s a cityscape 
scrubbed out with a gray-brown 
brush, where residents casually 
walk past a skull peering from a 
head-high mound of rocks, rebar 
and trash. 

It was in 2017 that more than 
100,000 Iraqi troops and militia¬ 
men, backed by a U.S.-led coali¬ 
tion, routed the ISIS fighters 
who had made Mosul their Iraqi 
capital. 

The riverfront neighborhood 
on the western side, a warren of 
alleyways and closely stacked 
buildings known as the Old City, 
was the site of the militants’ last 
stand. It was smashed. 

After 277 days of combat, cul¬ 
minating in what then-Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis called the 
use of “annihilation tactics” by 
the U.S.-led coalition, ISIS’ three- 
year reign was over. Entire neigh¬ 
borhoods were destroyed, the 
bulk of them in west Mosul, with 
tens of thousands of people dead, 
many buried under the ruins. 

A pyrrhic victory 

For many, a year and a half 
later, the victory is still a pyrrhic 
one, with authorities doing little to 
help those who had suffered under 
the extremists’ rule rebuild their 
shattered lives. 

It’s a scenario that is replicated 
throughout much of the country. 
But nowhere are the stakes higher 
than in Mosul, Iraq’s third-largest 
city, and nowhere are they so vis- 
cerally illustrated. 

East Mosul represents one pos¬ 


sible future, a city restoring its 
place among the country’s and the 
Arab world’s top metropohses. Old 
buildings are largely intact, and 
new buildings, including a more 
than 300,000-square-foot proj¬ 
ect called Golden Mall, are being 
built. 

At the University of Mosul cam¬ 
pus, students crowd coffee sellers 
on the street for a quick caffeine 
shot before class. One of the re¬ 
gion’s top academic institutions, 
the university was under ISIS 
control for two years before Iraqi 
forces took it back in January 2017. 
Two months later, classes were al¬ 
ready restarting. Now, more than 
30,000 students have returned, 
professors say. 

Nearby stores flaunt clothing 
and advertise wares proscribed 
during ISIS’ rule, when the mili¬ 
tant group’s harsh interpretation 
of Islam made even the most mun¬ 
dane matters fraught with danger. 

“Everything you see here, we 
couldn’t sell, let alone wear,” said 
Saad Mohammad, a university stu¬ 
dent and clothing store worker. He 
gestured toward stacks of Turk¬ 
ish-made stovepipe pants, colorful 
shirts and leather jackets. 

“These pants, too long. Our 
beards were all wrong. They gave 
us trouble over everything.” 

The sounds of traffic burble up 
outside the store in the upscale 
Zuhoor neighborhood, the streets 


of which are lined with store¬ 
fronts doing brisk business among 
throngs of pedestrians. 

It’s the absence of pedestrians 
that is striking over on the west 
side, where many roads remain 
inaccessible. Those that were re¬ 
opened were the work of activists, 
not the government, said Ahmad 
Ayoub, the mukhtar, or head, of 
one neighborhood in the Old City. 

Old habits 

The western side has its his¬ 
tory, too. The Old City was where 
Mosul was first established, some¬ 
time after the fall of Assyria in 
559 B.C. By the time ISIS came, it 
had become the home of Mosul’s 
poorer residents, a worn-down 
warren of narrow alleyways snak¬ 
ing through creaking buildings. 

It now represents the Iraqi 
state’s return to old habits: inepti¬ 
tude, corruption and heavy-hand¬ 
ed practices that in 2014 drove 
Mosul residents to welcome the 
extremists as liberators. Getting 
rid of the militants required the 
most intense urban fighting since 
World War II. 

More than a year and a half 
after the offensive, tasks as ur¬ 
gent as removing millions of tons 
of rubble (much of it containing 
improvised explosive devices and 
other unexploded ordnance, not to 
mention body parts) are still con¬ 


founded by problems both practi¬ 
cal and bureaucratic. 

One recent morning, a crew 
from the United Nations’ Mine 
Action Service and personnel 
from G4S, a private multinational 
security company, assembled at 
the Khaled bin Walid school in 
Mosul’s Old City. 

Inside the school playground, an 
armor-plated bulldozer scooped 
up debris, then strewed it over a 
space cleared in the center. 

Four uniformed men stood in a 
line, then walked in step over the 
detritus in an awkward dance. A 
moment later, one of them raised 
his hand, gave a curt shout and 
pointed at a small lump of shaped 
metal—a piece of unexploded ord¬ 
nance left over from the offensive. 

A demolitions expert came for 
a closer look, declared it safe and 
plucked it from the rubble. 

“Belts, 155 mm artillery shells, 
canisters with [55 pounds] of ex¬ 
plosives, fuses, small bomblets for 
drones,” recited one member of 
the demining team, pointing to a 
pile of ordnance recovered from 
the neighborhood in the previous 
three days. 

A nearby church site, he added, 
contained 53 suicide vests. 

Though everyone moved quick¬ 
ly, it was torturously slow work; 
at the present pace, the group ex¬ 
pects the Mosul cleanup to take 
10 years. And although the city’s 


home province doubled its share 
of the 2019 federal budget, to 2 
percent, the work is chronically 
underfunded. 

The government also has not 
provided compensation to resi¬ 
dents for war damage, leaving 
many unable to rebuild their 
homes, said Bashir Hussein Fathi, 
a onetime Old City resident and 
member of Iraq’s Communist 
Party. 

“We think they’ll offer a small 
sum that’s a fraction of the value. 
It’s like the proverb: ‘From the 
camel they give you an ear,”’ he 
said in a phone interview. 

Like most others here in the 
neighborhood, Ayoub has nowhere 
else to go. He can’t afford the aver¬ 
age $250 rent for an apartment on 
the east side. 

Other members of his family re¬ 
fused to help, he said, forcing him 
to return to the Old City and sleep 
in the ravaged husk of what was 
once his house. 

Despite the presence of the 
UN., donor countries and interna¬ 
tional organizations, the govern¬ 
ment has done httle to rehabilitate 
the infrastructure. 

Regardless of those conditions, 
about 160 families have returned 
to Ayoub’s Old City neighborhood. 
Still, he said, hundreds more 
would follow once schools such as 
Khaled bin Walid were reopened. 
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Floodwaters breach levees in Midwest 


By Margery A. Beck 
Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. — Authorities 
were using boats and large ve¬ 
hicles on Saturday to rescue and 
evacuate residents in parts of the 
Midwest where a recent deluge 
of rainwater and snowmelt was 
sent pouring over frozen ground, 
overwhelming creeks and rivers 
and killing at least one person. 

The scramble to move people 
out of harm’s way was expected 
to subside going into this week as 
rivers and creeks in flooded east¬ 
ern Nebraska and western Iowa 
were expected to crest Saturday 
and Sunday. That left officials 
downstream looking to prepare 
for likely flooding. 

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson 


had already met with emergency 
management team members Fri¬ 
day to review and update flood- 
response plans, and the Missouri 
Highway Patrol was preparing 
additional equipment and putting 
swift-water rescue personnel on 
standby. 

The Missouri National Guard 
temporarily relocated the 139th 
Airlift Wing’s C-130s from Rose- 
crans Air National Guard Base in 
St. Joseph as a precaution. 

The National Weather Service 
said the Missouri River at St. 
Joseph reached nearly 26 feet 
on Saturday, about a foot below 
what’s considered m^or flooding 
at the northwest Missouri city. 

But it’s expected to crest 
Wednesday or Thursday at 29.3 
feet — more than 2 feet above 


mqjor flooding level. 

Evacuation efforts in east¬ 
ern Nebraska and some spots in 
western Iowa on Saturday were 
hampered by reports of levee 
breaches and washouts of bridges 
and roads, including part of Ne¬ 
braska Highway 92, leading in 
and out of southwest Omaha. Au¬ 
thorities confirmed that a bridge 
on that highway that crosses the 
Elkhorn River had been washed 
out Saturday. 

In Fremont, west of Omaha, the 
Dodge County Sheriff’s Office is¬ 
sued a mandatory evacuation for 
some residents after floodwaters 
broke through a levee along the 
Platte River. 

In Mills County, Iowa, authori¬ 
ties ordered people in some rural 
areas to evacuate after the Mis¬ 


souri River overtopped levees. 

The flooding followed days 
of snow and rain — record-set- 
ting, in some places — that swept 
through the West and Midwest. 

The deluge pushed some wa¬ 
terways, including the Missouri 
River, to record levels in Ne¬ 
braska, South Dakota, Iowa and 
Minnesota. The flooding was 
the worst in nearly a decade in 
places. 

The family of farmer James 
Wilke, 50, of Columbus, Neb., said 
he was killed Thursday when a 
bridge collapsed as he was using 
his tractor to try to reach strand¬ 
ed motorists. His body was found 
downstream, his cousin, Paul 
Wilke, told the Columbus Tele¬ 
gram. Gass Haney Funeral Home 
confirmed James Wilke’s death. 



Facebook 


The runway at Offutt Air Force 
Base, Neb., is flooded. 


Puzzling number 
of men connected 
to demonstrations 
in Ferguson dead 

By Jim Salter 

Associated Press 

FERGUSON, Mo. — Two young men 
were found dead inside torched cars. Three 
others died of apparent suicides. Anoth¬ 
er collapsed on a bus, his death ruled an 
overdose. 

Six deaths, all involving men with con¬ 
nections to protests in Ferguson, drew at¬ 
tention on social media and speculation in 
the activist community that something sin¬ 
ister was at play. 

Police say there is no evidence the deaths 
have anything to do with the protests stem¬ 
ming from a white police officer’s fatal 
shooting of Michael Brown, 18, and that 
only two were homicides, with no known 
link to the protests. 

Some activists say their concerns about 
a possible connection arise out of a culture 
of fear that persists in Ferguson dVi years 
after Brown’s death, citing threats—mostly 
anonymous — that protest leaders continue 
to receive. 

The Rev. Darryl Gray said he found a box 
inside his car. When the bomb squad ar¬ 
rived, no explosives were found but a 6-foot 
python was inside. 

“Everybody is on pins and needles,” Gray 
said of his fellow activists. 

No arrests have been made in the two ho¬ 
micides. St. Louis County police spokesman 
Shawn McGuire said no witnesses have 
come forward, leaving detectives with no 
answers for why the men were targeted. 

“We don’t believe either one was con¬ 
nected to each other,” McGuire said, but he 
added, “It’s tough to come up with a motive 
without a suspect.” 

Ferguson erupted in protests in August 
2014 after officer Darren Wilson fatally 
shot Brown during a street confrontation. 
Brown was unarmed, but Wilson said he 
fired in self-defense when the black teen¬ 
ager came at him menacingly. 

A grand jury declined to charge Wilson in 
November 2014, prompting one of the most 
violent nights of demonstrations and one of 
the first activist deaths. 

Deandre Joshua’s body was found inside 
a burned car blocks from the protest. The 
20-year-old was shot in the head before the 
car was torched. 

Darren Seals, shown on video comfort¬ 
ing Brown’s mother that same night, met 



Robert Cohen, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/AP 


Edward Crawford Jr. returns a tear-gas canister fired by police who were trying to 
disperse protesters in Ferguson, Mo., in August 2014. Crawford’s suicide in May 
2017 was one of six deaths of men who were involved in the Ferguson protests. 


an almost identical fate two years later. The 
29-year-old’s bullet-riddled body was found 
inside a burning car in September 2016. 

Four others also died, three of them ruled 
suicides. 

■ MarShawn McCarrel, of Columbus, 
Ohio, shot himself in February 2016 outside 
the front door of the Ohio Statehouse, police 
said. He had been active in Ferguson. 

■ Edward Crawford Jr., 27, fatally shot 
himself in May 2017 after telling acquain¬ 
tances he had been distraught over person¬ 
al issues, police said. A photo of Crawford 
throwing a tear gas canister back at police 
during a Ferguson protest was part of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch’s Pulitzer Prize¬ 
winning coverage. 

■ In October, Danye Jones, 24, was found 
hanging from a tree in the yard of his north 
St. Louis County home. His mother, Mehssa 
McKinnies, was active in Ferguson and 
posted on Facebook after her son’s death, 
“They lynched my baby.” But the death was 
ruled a suicide. 

■ Bassem Masri, 31, a Palestinian-Amer¬ 
ican who frequently livestreamed video of 
Ferguson demonstrations, was found unre¬ 
sponsive on a bus in November and couldn’t 
be revived. Toxicology results released in 
February showed he died of an overdose of 
fentanyl. 

The Ferguson protests added momentum 
to the national Black Lives Matter move¬ 
ment, but they also generated resentment 
from people angered by TV footage of pro¬ 
testers hurling rocks and insults at police. 
Amid lingering anger, activists and observ¬ 
ers say that while they see no clear connec¬ 
tion between the deaths and the protests, 
they can’t help but wonder about the thor¬ 
oughness of the investigations. 

“These protesters and their deaths may 
not be a high priority for [police] since there 


Everybody 
is on 
pins and 
needies. ^ 

The Rev. Darryl 
Gray ; 

activist 


is this antagonistic relationship,” Washing¬ 
ton University sociologist Odis Johnson 
said. “I think there is a need for them to 
have a greater sense of urgency.” 

Activists say that in the years since the 
protests, they have been targeted in danger¬ 
ous ways. 

“Something is happening,” said Cori 

Bush, a frequent leader of the Ferguson 

protests. “I’ve been 
vocal about the things 
that I’ve experienced 
and still experience 
— the harassment, 
the intimidation, the 
death threats, the 
death attempts.” 

Bush said her car 
has been run off the 
road, her home has 
been vandalized and 
in 2014 someone 
shot a bullet into her car, narrowly miss¬ 
ing her daughter, who was 13 at the time. 
She suspects white supremacists or police 
sympathizers. 

Living under constant threat is exhaust¬ 
ing, she said, but she won’t give in. “They 
shut us up and they win,” Bush said. 

It’s unclear if residual stress from the 
protests or harassment contributed to the 
suicides, but Johnson said many activists 
feel a sense of hopelessness. 

“This has to have a big impact on their 
mental health,” Johnson said. “For many, 
law enforcement is not a recourse. Many 
times, law enforcement is not on their 
side.” 

Experts say the deaths also are indicative 
of a concern at the core of the protests — the 
underlying difficulty of life for young peo¬ 
ple of color. Five of the men who died were 
blacks in their 20s. 


Suspect in 
slaying of 
mob boss 
is arrested 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A man was arrested Sat¬ 
urday in the shooting death of the reputed 
boss of the Gambino crime family. New 
York City police said. 

Anthony Comello, 24, was arrested in 
New Jersey in the death of Francesco Cah 
on Wednesday in front of his Staten Island 
home, said Chief of Detectives Dermot 
Shea, who stressed that the investigation is 
in its early stages. 

“There are multiple, multiple angles that 
we are exploring,” Shea said at a news con¬ 
ference at police headquarters. “Was the 
person paid to do it? Were others conspiring 
to do this crime?” 

Cali, 53, a native of Sicily, was shot to 
death by a gunman who may have crashed 
his truck into Cali’s car to lure him outside. 
Shea said Cali was shot 10 times. Shea said 
police have recovered the truck but have 
not recovered the gun used in the murder. 

Asked about Comello’s arrest record. 
Shea said he “crossed paths in some limited 
circumstances with the NYPD,” including 
getting a parking ticket on Staten Island the 
day Cali was killed. 

Comello will be extradited from New Jer¬ 
sey to New York to face charges. Shea said. 
Information on an attorney for Comello was 
not immediately available. 

Federal prosecutors referred to Cali in 
court filings in recent years as the under¬ 
boss of the Mafia’s Gambino family, once 
one of the most powerful crime organiza¬ 
tions in the country. News accounts since 
2015 said he had ascended to the top spot. 

Cali’s only mob-related criminal convic¬ 
tion came a decade ago, when he pleaded 
guilty in an extortion scheme involving a 
failed attempt to build a NASCAR track 
on Staten Island. He was sentenced to 16 
months behind bars and was released in 
2009. 

Police say they are still investigating 
whether Cali’s murder was a mob hit or 
whether he was killed for some other mo¬ 
tive. The last Mafia boss to be rubbed out in 
New York City was Gambino don “Big Paul” 
Castellano, who was assassinated outside a 
high-end Manhattan steakhouse in 1985. 
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FAA, Boeing's close ties scrutinized 



Boeing CEO 
made $30M; 
now facing 
tough test 


Achmad Ibrahim/AP 


A worker helps move an engine recovered from the crashed Lion Air jet for further investigation in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, on Nov. 4. The FAA’s responses to the crashes of the Boeing jet in Indonesia and 
another last week in Ethiopia have drawn criticism and scrutiny. 


By Tom Krisher, 

David Koenig 
AND Dee-ann Durbin 
Associated Press 

For more than six decades, 
the Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration has relied on employees 
of airplane manufacturers to do 
government-required safety in¬ 
spections as planes are being de¬ 
signed or assembled. 

But critics say the system, 
dubbed the “designee program,” 
is too cozy as company employees 
do work for an agency charged 
with keeping the skies safe while 
being paid by an industry that the 
FAA is regulating. 

“There is a potential conflict of 
interest,” said Todd Curtis, a for¬ 
mer Boeing Co. safety engineer 
and creator of airsafe.com, a web¬ 
site that focuses on airline safety. 
“They (the FAA) don’t have the 
money to do all of the oversight. 
It’s a question of being practical.” 

The FAA’s oversight duties are 
coming under greater scrutiny 
after deadly crashes involving 
Boeing 737 Max jets operated by 
airlines in Ethiopia and Indonesia, 
killing a total of 346 people. The 
U.S. was nearly alone in allowing 
the planes to keep flying until it 
relented on Wednesday after get¬ 
ting satellite evidence showing 
the crashes may be linked. 

Lack of resources 

The FAA concedes that it 
doesn’t have resources to keep 
up with a growing aviation indus¬ 
try, and experts say it lacks the 
personnel to inspect every com¬ 
ponent, especially those made in 
other countries. 

But the agency says the desig¬ 
nee program’s results speak for 
themselves. The U.S. has the saf¬ 
est skies in the world. Until April 
of last year, U.S. passenger air¬ 
lines had not had a fatality since 
2009, while carrying several bil¬ 
lion passengers. 

But safety experts say it’s time 
to look into the agency’s rela¬ 
tionship with Boeing, based in 
Chicago. 

The FAA’s ties to the company 
were revealed when Boeing and 
the agency released similar mes¬ 
sages shortly after the Indonesian 
airliner crashed in October and 
again last week, when the FAA 
announced that Boeing would 
upgrade the Max’s flight control 
software, said Mary Schiavo, a 
former Transportation Depart¬ 
ment inspector general. 

With the messages, the FAA 
“revealed that they were just par¬ 
roting what Boeing told them,” 


she said. 

The agency needs more peo¬ 
ple with technical skills to ad¬ 
equately monitor a company that 
makes machines as sophisticated 
as today’s jets, she said, contend¬ 
ing that it didn’t understand the 
Max’s flight control computer 
program. 

“The FAA readily states they 
don’t understand the 4 million 
lines of code and the 150 comput¬ 
ers,” Schiavo said. “What they do 
is see that Boeing followed the 
process, they checked the FAA 
boxes. The public thinks the FAA 
has more involvement.” 

Indeed, the agency’s own web¬ 
site says that employees of man¬ 
ufacturers can approve design 
changes and aircraft repairs. 
“Using designees for routine cer¬ 
tification tasks allows the FAA 
to focus its limited resources on 
safety-critical certification is¬ 
sues,” it says. 

A Boeing spokesman said com¬ 
pany employees get regular train¬ 
ing and oversight from the FAA. 

“The long-standing collab¬ 
orative engagement between the 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
Boeing, its customers and indus¬ 
try partners has created the saf¬ 
est transportation system in the 
world,” Boeing spokesman Dan¬ 
iel Curran said in an email. 


The FAA requirements in the 
designee program “ensure that 
Boeing employees serving in this 
capacity act independently on be¬ 
half of the FAA,” he said. 

Under scrutiny 

Congress will examine the re¬ 
lationship between Boeing and 
the FAA. Rep. Peter A. DeFazio, 
D-Ore., chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastruc¬ 
ture Committee, said he would 
hold hearings on the FAA’s pro¬ 
cess for approving the planes. 

The agency’s practice of del¬ 
egating certification processes 
has come under scrutiny before. 
In a 1993 report, the Government 
Accountability Office warned 
that the FAA was falling behind 
the industry in technical com¬ 
petence because of lack of train¬ 
ing and delegation of tasks to the 
manufacturers. 

In a separate report in 2005, 
the GAO said the FAA had no 
requirements for evaluating its 
designated certification workers 
within the industry. It also had 
incomplete records about safety 
violations that occurred during 
the inspection process. 

FAA designees have also run 
afoul of the law. In February, Ed¬ 
ward Carl Fernandez, an FAA- 


designated representative in 
Florida, pleaded guilty to falsely 
certifying the airworthiness of 
aviation parts. Between 2010 and 
2013, prosecutors said, Fernan¬ 
dez would sign off on parts from 
an aviation repair company in ex¬ 
change for bribes. 

Curtis, who worked for Boeing 
from 1991 to 2000, said the sys¬ 
tem is designed so company em¬ 
ployees defer to the FAA if they 
find something wrong. 

Peter Goelz, a former NTSB 
managing director who now is an 
aviation safety consultant, said 
the system has worked well for 
years. “But at times like this, peo¬ 
ple start to question it,” he said. 

He’s not one of them, though, 
saying that the proof is in the 
outcome. “We have had the saf¬ 
est aviation system in the world 
for a long time,” Goelz said. “The 
size of the bureaucracy you would 
need to move to a completely ‘got¬ 
cha environment’ simply would 
be unsustainable.” 

James Hall, a former chair¬ 
man of the National Transporta¬ 
tion Safety Board, said he thinks 
the agency may have gotten 
complacent. 

“We have a good system, and 
sometimes people go to sleep 
when things are going well,” Hall 
said. “It’s time to wake up.” 


By Christian Davenport 

The Washington Post 

Dennis Muilenburg, Boeing’s 
chief executive officer, took home 
just over $30 million last year, a 
$6 million increase from the year 
before, according to a filing late 
Friday with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, as the 
company’s business soared after 
another banner year. 

With revenues at a record high 
in 2018, breaking the $100 billion 
mark for the first time, Boeing’s 
heavily incentivized compensa¬ 
tion model was a boon for the 55- 
year-old executive, whose base 
salary is $1.7 million. The com¬ 
pany noted in the filing that Mui- 
lenburg’s annual compensation of 
$23.4 million was 184 times high¬ 
er than the median salary of the 
company’s employees. (His total 
compensation included stock op¬ 
tions from prior years that were 
paid out.) 

Now, after two harrowing 
crashes that killed a total of 346 
people, Muilenburg faces one of 
the toughest tests of his 34-year 
career at the Chicago-based be¬ 
hemoth. Last week, Boeing’s stock 
dropped after one of its 737 Max 
8 airplanes crashed in Ethiopia, 
the second time in five months 
one of the planes was involved in 
a deadly crash. In October, one of 
the planes went down in Indone¬ 
sia, killing everyone on board. 

Muilenburg’s compensation 
was first reported by the Seattle 
Times. 

Countries around the world 
have grounded the aircraft, a 
mqjor source of revenue for the 
company, which has more than 
150,000 employees. Boeing has 
said that it has stopped delivering 
the 737s while it works on updat¬ 
ing its flight control system. Jef¬ 
fries analyst Sheila Kahyaoglu 
said in a note that a two-month 
halt in deliveries could cost the 
company $5.1 billion this year. 

Fighting to stem the fallout 
from the crashes, Muilenburg 
called President Donald Trump 
Tuesday, vowing that the planes 
were safe and that there was no 
reason to ground them. Eventual¬ 
ly, the Federal Aviation Adminis¬ 
tration decided to do so anyway. 

“The safety of the American 
people, and all our people is our 
paramount concern,” Trump said 
in explaining his decision. 
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Pride, politics at NY 
St. Patrick’s parade 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


Bagpipers march up Fifth Avenue during the St. Patrick's Day Parade in New York City 
on ^turday. 


By Sabrina Caserta 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A new, troublesome topic 
hovered over the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
New York this year: Britain’s failed Brexit 
deal with the European Union that could 
squeeze Ireland’s economy. 

But nothing could put a damper on the 
largest American celebration of Irish heri¬ 
tage on Saturday, with tens of thousands of 
marchers following a painted green line up 
Fifth Avenue for the six-hour procession. 

Kevin Goughian, 27, a spectator wearing 
pants with four-leaf clovers, captured both 
the New York celebration and the political 
near-catastrophe overseas, where he s til l 
has plenty of family — in Ireland. 

“I’ve always been so proud to be an Irish- 
American, and that’s what today is about; 
it’s more than just one big party. It’s about 
celebrating our freedom,” said the Hobo¬ 
ken, N.J., resident. 

His mood darkened when he turned to 
Brexit, which “is definitely something we’re 
all worried about, especially my family,” he 
said. “I mean, we’re all sort of just waiting 
for the shoe to drop to see what this means 
for the Irish economy.” 

But, he added, “We can get through any¬ 
thing. We survived a potato famine.” 


This year’s official parade theme was im¬ 
migration, with Brian O’Dwyer, an immi¬ 
gration attorney and activist, as the grand 
marshal. He’s a co-founder of the Emerald 
Isle Immigration Center in Queens that 
helps clients including a group of Latino im¬ 
migrants that joined O’Dwyer on Saturday. 

Through its history, dating back more 
than 250 years, the New York parade has 
often had a pohtical element. In the 1970s 
and 1980s, as sectarian violence flared in 
Northern Ireland, there were controver¬ 
sies over the inclusion of groups supporting 
the militant wing of the Irish Republican 
Army. A banner reading “England get out 
of Ireland” has flown in the parade since 
the 1940s. 

And for more than two decades, LGBTQ 
groups were officially banned from march¬ 
ing until 2015, when marchers under a ban¬ 
ner linked to NBC were first allowed in, 
opening the doors to other LGBTQ partici¬ 
pants since then. 

This year’s march took place amid a new 
set of questions about relations between the 
United Kingdom and Ireland. 

“When the Irish take to the streets this 
Saturday for the 258th St. Patrick’s Day Pa¬ 
rade, our thoughts will take us far beyond 
the festivities on Fifth Ave. to Washington, 


D.C., and to the British Parhament in Lon¬ 
don,” O’Dwyer wrote in an editorial in the 
New York Daily News. 

British lawmakers are struggling to find 
a way to exit the European Union without 
disrupting the 2-decade-old peace accords 
that created an open border between the 
Republic of Ireland, which is in the EU, and 
Northern Ireland, which is in the UK. 

Last week, with a March 29 deadline 
looming, British lawmakers voted to seek to 
delay Brexit for at least three months. But 
the possibility exists that the line between 
the two parts of Ireland, which has been 
unguarded for 20 years, will once again be¬ 
come hardened with vehicle checkpoints, 
with trade rules and tariffs in force. 

“It is pretty ironic that we’re celebrating 
Irish freedom and unity over here while 
they’re debating the Irish border over 
there,” said paradegoer Chris Mahan, 56. 


“All of my cousins are still back in the 
old country, as we call it. They still don’t 
know what Brexit will mean for them, for 
their economy and, yeah, even their unity 
as a nation.” 

But for most at Saturday’s parade, the po¬ 
litical debate over the future in Ireland took 
a back seat to the pageantry. 

“For me, today is so important because 
after all the suffering and all the tragedy, 
we came through, we’re here and we’re 
healthy,” said Carol McNiff, a third-genera¬ 
tion Irish-American. 

“St. Patrick’s Day is about memories, for 
me. A proud heritage,” said Cathy Dwyer, 
61. The Queens resident has been coming to 
the parade since she was a young girl. “I’d 
say my fondest memory was watching my 
husband march in this parade. And then 
watching my kids march. One of the proud¬ 
est moments of my life.” 
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Gillibrand formally 
enters 2020 race 


By Juana Summers 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — New York 
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand formally 
joined the 2020 White House race 
on Sunday and previewed the 
hard line she will take against 
President Donald Trump by an¬ 
nouncing a rally outside one of his 
signature Manhattan properties. 

She had spent more than a 
month traveling around the coun¬ 
try to gauge support for a run. 

Her announcement that she was 
joining the dozen-plus candidates 
who want to challenge Trump 
came in a nearly three-minute 
video produced by her campaign 
and released early in the morn¬ 
ing. She says the national anthem 
poses this question: “Will brave 
win?” 

“Well, it hasn’t always, and it 
isn’t right now,” she says. “Brave 
doesn’t pit people against each 
other. Brave doesn’t put money 
over lives. Brave doesn’t spread 
hate. Cloud truth. Build a wall. 
That’s what fear does.” 

In the video, Gillibrand says 


the country needs a leader who 
“makes bold, brave choices” and 
“someone 
who isn’t 
afraid of 
progress. 
That’s why 
I’m run¬ 
ning for 
president.” 

She said 
her debut 
speech as 
a candi¬ 
date will 
come next 
Sunday in 
front of the 
Trump In¬ 
ternational 
Hotel & 
Tower in 
New York. 

Sen. Kirsten 

Gillibrand brand has 
presidential been one 
candidate of the most 
forceful 
critics of 
the Trump administration. Using 
the backdrop of one of Trump’s 


Brave 
doesn’t 
pit people 
against each 
other. Brave 
doesn’t put 
money over 
lives. Brave 
doesn’t 
spread hate. 
Cloud truth. 
Build a wall. 
That’s what 
fear does. ^ 



James Porter, of Manchester, N.H., smiles as Democratic 
presidential candidate Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., chats with his 
daughter, Alice, 8, on Friday at To Share Brewing in Manchester. 


marquee properties is a clear 
challenge to the president. 

She announced her explorato¬ 
ry committee in January in an 
appearance on “The Late Show 
with Stephen Colbert.” 

Since then, she has visited a 
number of states to assess politi¬ 
cal support for a White House bid. 


This week she plans to cam¬ 
paign in Michigan, Iowa and Ne¬ 
vada, leading up to her New York 
kickoff 

Gillibrand has been a vocal ad¬ 
vocate for electing more women 
to office, as well as combating 
sexual assault and violence in 
politics and the military. 


Biden’s verbal slip draws Democrats’ cheers 



By Brian Slodysko 

Associated Press 

DOVER, Del. — Did Joe Biden 
accidentally reveal his plans to 
run for the White House? Or was 
it just another slip of the tongue 
by the former vice president 
with a reputation for veering off 
script? 

In a keynote speech at a din¬ 
ner for the Delaware Democratic 
Party, Biden boasted Saturday 
that he has “the most progres¬ 
sive record of anybody running.” 
The only problem is that Biden 
hasn’t announced whether he will 
launch a third run for the White 
House, despite repeatedly teasing 
the possibility. 

He quickly corrected himself, 
clarifying that he meant to say, 
“anybody who would run,” then 
adding, “I didn’t mean it,” while a 
cheering crowd in his home state 
nearly drowned him out. 

Although Biden has been 
known to go off script, his remark 
is likely to be viewed as a Wash- 
ington-style gaffe — a case of ac¬ 
cidentally telling the truth. 

During the rest of his speech, he 
sounded very much like a candi- 
date-in-waiting. He repeatedly at¬ 
tacked President Donald Trump, 
accusing him of stoking division 
and anger, and bemoaned that the 
ascendant “new left” of his own 
party has criticized him for being 
cordial toward Republicans. 

“The only thing strong enough 
to tear America apart is America 
itself, and we’ve seen its start,” he 
said. 

Biden accused Trump of back¬ 


ing away from America’s role as 
a leader on the world stage and 
abandoning its allies. He said it’s 
no coincidence that “fake news” 

— one of Trump’s favorite labels 

— “has become the phrase of 
choice for every despot terroriz¬ 
ing his people.” 

“We’re literally in a battle for 
the soul of America,” he said. 

More than a dozen Democrats 
have already launched formal 
2020 presidential campaigns. 
After former Texas Rep. Beto 


O’Rourke entered the race last 
week, Biden, who is his party’s 
best-known and best-connected 
presidential prospect, is the last 
mqjor contender to remain on the 
sidelines. 

But that didn’t stop the friendly 
home-state crowd from reveling 
in the idea that he will jump in. 

“I told him recently I have one 
campaign left in me,” said Sonia 
Schorr Sloan, a fundraiser and 
longtime Biden adviser. 

Delaware Gov. John Carney 


said Biden “doesn’t just look like 
he’s back; he looks like he’s ready 
for a fight.” 

Just minutes before Biden’s 
slip of the tongue, though, Car¬ 
ney raised the possibility of a 
Biden campaign with a bit more 
delicacy. 

“I am not up here to break any 
news tonight,” Carney told the 
crowd. Then he added, “In my 
humble opinion, we have never 
needed Joe Biden more than we 
need him right now.” 


O’Rourke: 
Being white 
male not a 
disadvantage 

By Hunter Woodall 

Associated Press 

Presidential candidate Beto 
O’Rourke said Saturday that 
being a white man in a 2020 
Democratic field that’s so deeply 
diverse won’t be a hindrance be¬ 
cause his gender and race have 
given him inherent advantages 
for years. 

While he’d spoken before about 
his gender and race, O’Rourke 
had largely dodged campaign 
trail questions about whether his 
party would go for a white man 
in a year when a historic num¬ 
ber of women and minorities are 
running to deny President Don¬ 
ald Trump a second term. 

“I would never begin by say¬ 
ing that it’s a disadvantage at 
all,” O’Rourke told reporters in 
a parking lot 
in Waterloo, 
Iowa, after 
giving a 
speech at the 
campaign 
kickoff for 
state Senate 
candidate 
Eric Gid- 
dens. “As a 
white man 
who has had 
privileges that others could not 
depend on or take for granted. 
I’ve clearly had advantages over 
the course of my life.” 

The former Texas congress¬ 
man was making a series of stops 
in Iowa, the state that kicks off 
the presidential nominating pro¬ 
cess. Also campaigning Satur¬ 
day were Sens. Amy Klobuchar, 
Kirsten Gillibrand, Cory Booker 
and Bernie Sanders, Washington 
Gov. Jay Inslee and former Vice 
President Joe Biden. 

O’Rourke called recogniz¬ 
ing and understanding that and 
“doing everything I can to ensure 
that there is opportunity and the 
possibility for advancement and 
advantage for everyone” is a 
big part of the campaign he’s 
running. 

O’Rourke said he believes the 
Democrats seeking the White 
House in 2020 encompass “the 
best field that we’ve ever seen in 
the nominating process,” prais¬ 
ing its “diversity of background 
and experience” and expertise. 

He had already said he’d stop 
making a joke he’d frequently 
repeated about his wife, Amy, 
raising the couple’s three young 
children “sometimes with my 
help.” 

Speaking to about 100 people 
at the public library in Inde¬ 
pendence, Iowa, O’Rourke said 
that as president he’d make sure 
there is “no military interven¬ 
tion in Venezuela or anywhere 
in the Western Hemisphere.” He 
pointed to a CIA-led coup in Gua¬ 
temala in the 1950s as proof that 
U.S. military action in the hemi¬ 
sphere can have decades of unin¬ 
tended, negative consequences. 



O’Rourke 
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Customers look at Apple Watches at an Apple store in New York in 
September. A study suggests the Apple Watch sometimes can detect 
an irregular heartbeat. 

Apple Watch may spot 
irregular heartbeat; 
more research needed 


By Lauran Neergaard 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A huge 
study suggests the Apple Watch 
can detect a worrisome irregular 
heartbeat at least sometimes, but 
experts say more work is needed 
to tell if using wearable technol¬ 
ogy to screen for heart problems 
really helps. 

More than 419,000 Apple Watch 
users signed up for the unusual 
study, making it the largest to 
explore screening seemingly 
healthy people for atrial fibrilla¬ 
tion, a condition that if untreated 
eventually can trigger strokes. 

Stanford University research¬ 
ers reported Saturday that the 
watch didn’t panic flocks of peo¬ 
ple, warning just half a percent of 
participants — about 2,100 — that 
they might have a problem. 

But even among those flagged, 
“it’s not perfect,” cautioned Dr. 
Richard Kovacs, of the American 
College of Cardiology, who wasn’t 
involved with the study. 

People who received an alert 
were supposed to consult a study 
doctor via telemedicine and then 
wear an EKG patch measuring 
cardiac activity for the next week 
to determine the watch’s accuracy. 
Some skipped the virtual check¬ 
up to consult their own doctors; 
overall, about 57 percent sought 
medical attention. 

Among those who got EKG 
monitoring through the study, a 
third had atrial fibrillation, ac¬ 
cording to preliminary results 
being presented at an American 
College of Cardiology conference 
in New Orleans. 

“This study we believe pro¬ 
vides very encouraging evidence 
that a device, the Apple Watch, 
can be used to detect a-fib and 
to point out to people when addi¬ 
tional monitoring or testing may 
be needed,” said Dr. Lloyd Minor, 
Stanford’s dean of medicine. 

Other cardiac experts said the 
study, which was funded by Apple, 
suggests screening with wearable 
technology might be technically 
feasible eventually, but needs a lot 
more research. 


“I would not advise this to the 
overall general population,” said 
Dr. Valentin Fuster, director of 
Mount Sinai Heart in New York 
and a former American Heart As¬ 
sociation president, who wasn’t 
involved with the study. Instead, 
he’d like to see it tested in seniors 
with risk factors like high blood 
pressure. 

■ What is atrial fibrillation? 

A-fib occurs when the heart’s top 
chambers, called the atria, get out 
of sync with the bottom chambers’ 
pumping action. 

Sometimes the heart gets back 
into rhythm on its own. Other 
patients get an electric shock to 
get back into rhythm, or are pre¬ 
scribed blood thinners to counter 
the stroke-causing blood clots that 
untreated a-fib can spur. 

■ How do doctors check for 
it? A-fib is most common in older 
adults, and other risks include 
high blood pressure or a family 
history of arrhythmias. But rou¬ 
tine screening isn’t recommended 
for people without symptoms. 

■ How does the Apple Watch 
check for it? A mobile app uses the 
optical sensor on certain versions 
of the watch to analyze pulse rate 
data. If it detects enough variation 
from beat to beat over a 48-hour 
period, the user receives a warn¬ 
ing of an irregular heart rhythm. 

The latest version of the Apple 
Watch also allows wearers to push 
a button to take an EKG and share 
the reading with doctors. Satur¬ 
day’s study didn’t include watches 
with that capability. 

■ Does the new study show 
mass screening is a good idea? 
No. The study was designed to tell 
how the watch compared with a 
week of standard EKG monitor¬ 
ing — not if the wearer’s health 
improved because the screening 
uncovered the arrhythmia. To 
prove if detecting a-fib early low¬ 
ers risk of stroke would require 
years of study. 

Since the study didn’t have a 
comparison group getting routine 
EKGs, there’s no way to know if 
the watch missed heartbeat prob¬ 
lems, giving a false sense of secu¬ 
rity, Kovacs said. 


Thousands watch as April 
the giraffe gives birth again 


Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y — April the Giraffe gave birth 
once again in front of an enthralled YouTube audi¬ 
ence Saturday. 

More than 300,000 people watched live as April 
gave birth to a healthy male calf around 12:45 p.m., 
the Animal Adventure Park in Harpursville, N.Y., 
said. 

Park officials said the newborn giraffe was on its 
feet by 1:27 p.m. and nursing by 1:51 p.m. 

“Success! With an average 15-month gestation, 
we are thankful to have a healthy calf on the ground, 
nursing and bonding with mom,” animal park owner 
Jordan Patch said. “With wild giraffe numbers 
plummeting annually, every calf born counts.” 

April drew more than 232 million YouTube live 
views during a seven-week period in 2017 before she 
gave birth to T^iri. That came as a surprise for the 
small zoo 130 miles northwest of New York City. 

This is April’s fifth calf and the second for her and 
Oliver, the dad of Tqjiri and the newborn. A naming 
contest for the new calf will be held soon. 

Fans will be able to see the little one face to face 
when Animal Adventure Park opens for the season 
May 1. 

Zoo officials said big brother T^iri, meanwhile, is 
on his way to starting a family of his own. The park 
welcomed an adult female giraffe, known as Johari, 
in January. 



Animal Adventure Park/AP 


April the giraffe is shown with her new male calf 
on Saturday in Harpursville, N.Y. 


Newer heart valves may allow more 
people to avoid the ordeal of surgery 



Edwards Lifesciences/AP 


This combination of images shows the Sapien 3 heart valve 
expanded, left, and crimped for insertion. 


By Marilynn Marchione 
Associated Press 

Surgery for certain bad heart 
valves may soon become a thing 
of the past. New studies suggest 
it’s OK and often better to have a 
new valve placed through a tube 
into an artery instead. 

The results are expected to 
quickly transform treatment of 
a problem that affects millions 
of people — a stiff or narrowed 
aortic valve that doesn’t let blood 
pass as it should. Until recently, 
fixing severe cases required a 
mqjor operation using a heart- 
lung machine while surgeons cut 
out the old valve and sewed in a 
new one. 

A decade ago, expandable aor¬ 
tic valves were developed that can 
be guided to the heart through a 
catheter into a blood vessel and 
placed inside the old valve. But 
they’re used now only in people 
at high or moderate risk of dying 
from surgery. 

The new studies tested these 
valves in people at low risk for the 
operation, as most patients are, 
and found them as good or supe¬ 
rior to surgical ones. 

“This is our last frontier” to 
make these devices a standard of 
care, said Dr. Joseph Cleveland, a 
University of Colorado heart sur¬ 
geon with no role in the studies or 
ties to the companies that spon¬ 
sored them. “It’s a great thing” 
for patients to be able to avoid 
mqjor surgery, he said. 

Results were published by the 


New England Journal of Medi¬ 
cine on Saturday and were to be 
discussed at an American College 
of Cardiology conference in New 
Orleans on Sunday. 

In one study, about 1,000 pa¬ 
tients were given standard sur¬ 
gery or an expandable Edwards 
Lifesciences valve. After one 
year, 15 percent of the surgery 
group and 8.5 percent of the oth¬ 
ers had died, suffered a stroke or 
needed to be hospitalized again. 

In the other study, l,400patients 
were given surgery or a Medtron¬ 
ic expandable valve. Based on 
partial results, researchers es¬ 
timated that after two years, 6.7 
percent of the surgery group and 
5.3 percent of the others had died 
or suffered a disabling stroke. 

In both studies, certain prob¬ 
lems were more common with 
surgery, including mqjor bleeding 
and development of a fluttering 
heartbeat called atrial fibrilla¬ 


tion. In the Medtronic study, 17 
percent of expandable valve re¬ 
cipients later required a pace¬ 
maker versus 6 percent of people 
who had surgery. 

Previous research suggests 
that overall costs are lower with 
expandable valves, which cost 
about $30,000 versus $5,000 for 
surgical ones, largely because 
they require much shorter hospi¬ 
tal stays and caused fewer com¬ 
plications, said Cleveland, who 
also is a spokesman for the Col¬ 
lege of Cardiology. 

In the United States, surgeries 
to replace aortic valves have been 
falling. Only about 25,000 are ex¬ 
pected to be done this year and 
Cleveland expects that to drop by 
half next year and by half again in 
2021. 

He and other doctors say the 
expandable valves still need lon¬ 
ger study to see if they hold up as 
well as surgical ones. 
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NEW ZEALAND MOSQUE ATTACK 


Mourners pay tribute to victims, await burials 



Vincent Yu/AP 


makeshift memorial near the Masjid Al Noor mosque in Christchurch, 


By Nick Perry 
AND Juliet Williams 

Associated Press 

CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand — A steady stream of 
mourners paid tribute Sunday at 
a makeshift memorial to the 50 
people slain by a gunman at two 
mosques in Christchurch, while 
dozens of Muslims stood by to 
bury the dead when authorities fi¬ 
nally release the victims’ bodies. 

Hundreds of flowers were piled 
up amid candles, balloons and 
notes of grief and love outside 
the Masjid Al Noor mosque. As 
a light rain fell, people clutched 
each other and wept quietly. 

“We wish we knew your name 
to write upon your heart. We wish 
we knew your favorite song, what 
makes you smile, what makes 
you cry,” read one of the tributes, 
which contained cut-out paper 
hearts, under a nearby tree. “We 
made a heart for you. 50 hearts 
for 50 lives.” 

Two days after Friday’s attack. 
New Zealand’s deadliest shooting 
in modern history, relatives were 
still waiting for authorities to re¬ 
lease the bodies. Islamic law calls 
for bodies to be cleansed and bur¬ 
ied as soon as possible after death, 
usually within 24 hours. 

Supporters arrived from across 
the country to help with the buri¬ 
als in Christchurch, and authori¬ 
ties sent in backhoes to dig graves 
in a site that was newly fenced off 
and blocked from view with white 
netting. 

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardem 


Mourners pay their respects at a 
New Zealand, on Saturday. 

said authorities hoped to release 
all the bodies by Wednesday, and 
Police Commissioner Mike Bush 
said authorities were working 
with pathologists and coroners to 
complete the task as soon as they 
could. 

“We have to be absolutely clear 
on the cause of death and con¬ 
firm their identity before that can 
happen,” Bush said. “But we are 


so aware of the cultural and reli¬ 
gious needs. So we are doing that 
as quickly and as sensitively as 
possible.” 

Police said they had released a 
preliminary list of the victims to 
families, which has helped give 
closure to some who were waiting 
for any news. 

The suspect in the shootings, 
white supremacist Brenton Har¬ 


rison Tarrant, 28, appeared in 
court Saturday amid strict secu¬ 
rity, shackled and wearing all- 
white prison garb, and showed 
no emotion when the judge read 
one murder charge and said more 
would likely follow. 

Ardern said the gunman had 
sent the manifesto to her office 
email about nine minutes before 
the attacks, although she hadn’t 


gotten the email directly herself 
She said her office was one of 
about 30 recipients and had for¬ 
warded the email to parliamen¬ 
tary security within a couple of 
minutes of receiving it. 

Bush said at a news conference 
that another body had been found 
at the Al Noor mosque as they 
finished removing the victims, 
bringing the number of people 
killed there to 42. Another seven 
people were killed at Linwood 
mosque and one more person died 
later at Christchurch Hospital. 

Thirty-four wounded remained 
at the hospital, where officials 
said 12 were in critical condition. 
A 4-year-old girl at a children’s 
hospital in Auckland was also 
listed as critical. 

Dozens of Muslim supporters 
gathered at a center set up for vic¬ 
tims, families and friends across 
the road from the hospital, where 
many had flown in from around 
New Zealand to offer support. 
About two dozen men received in¬ 
structions on their duties Sunday, 
which included Muslim burial 
customs. 

People across the country were 
still trying to come to terms with 
the massacre that Ardern de¬ 
scribed as “one of New Zealand’s 
darkest days.” 

At the Vatican, Pope Francis 
offered prayers for “our Muslim 
brothers” killed in the attack. At 
his traditional Sunday prayer, 
Francis renewed “an invitation 
to unite in prayer and gestures 
of peace to oppose hatred and 
violence.” 


Online: Gunman ‘found validation’ online that contributed to his attack 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“It enables you to be bolder,” 
Byman said. 

Online sleuths quickly connect¬ 
ed the livestreamed video to posts 
made by the same user on 8chan, 
a dark corner of the web where 
those disaffected by mainstream 
social media sites often post ex¬ 
tremist, racist and violent views. 

Tarrant’s manifesto spread 
quickly on 8chan Friday. The 
74-page screed espouses white 
supremacist views even as it 
contradicts itself Some saw sim¬ 
ilarities to the 1,500-page mani¬ 
festo written by Anders Behring 
Breivik, a Norwegian right-wing 


extremist who killed 77 people in 
2011. 

The Tarrant document seemed 
intended to feed the online com¬ 
munities he took part in, in part 
by “trolling” common internet 
themes and outlooks with ironic 
mockery. 

“Were you taught violence 
and extremism by video games, 
music, literature, cinema?” Tar¬ 
rant asks himself in the essay. 

“Yes, Spyro the dragon 3 taught 
me ethno-nationalism,” he writes, 
seemingly sarcastically. That 
passage references a video game 
for Sony’s PlayStation console in¬ 
tended for children 10 and up. 

“Fortnite trained me to be a 


killer and to floss on the corpses 
of my enemies,” he continued, 
only to abruptly contradict him¬ 
self in a classic trolling move: 
“No.” Fortnite is a popular online 
battle game. 

Mary Anne Franks, a law pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Miami 
and president of the Cyber Civil 
Rights Initiative, called for great¬ 
er oversight of social platforms 
after Tarrant’s manifesto and 
attack. 

“It’s pretty clear the person 
involved here was radicalized 
online,” she said. “The conver¬ 
sations in these chat rooms and 
message boards, with in-jokes 
and memes, are part of a cultiva¬ 


tion of a certain kind of radical 
person in these spaces.” 

Still, it can be hard to pin his 
actions on his behavior online, 
said Hannah Bloch-Webha, a law 
professor at Drexel University. “I 
don’t think society understands 
enough about the role of propa¬ 
ganda and violent speech in pro¬ 
voking actual violence,” she said. 

The act of livestreaming the at¬ 
tack was in itself a sign of how far 
internet culture has permeated 
the physical world. People regu¬ 
larly stream daily events now, 
said Byman, of the Brookings In¬ 
stitute, including their confronta¬ 
tions with law enforcement. 


The shooter did his research, 
said Rabbi Abraham Cooper, 
associate dean of the Simon Wi- 
esenthal Center, a Jewish human 
rights organization. 

“He found information online; 
he found validation; he found an 
ideology and a purpose in life that 
led directly to what he did,” Coo¬ 
per said. 

Social media is at the center of 
this increasing challenge, he said. 
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and 
other sites that allow people to up¬ 
load their own content have faced 
fierce backlash for letting violent 
and hate-filled posts and videos 
spread. 


Facebook removed 1.5 million videos of the attacks within 24 hours 


The Washington Post 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — Face- 
book said that it removed 1.5 million videos 
of footage from the shooting rampage at two 
mosques in Christchurch within 24 hours of 
the attack, underscoring the massive game 
of whack-a-mole social media giants have to 
play with even the most high-profile prob¬ 
lematic content on their platforms. 

In a statement, Mia Garlick, spokeswom¬ 
an for Facebook New Zealand, said that the 
company continues to “work around the 
clock to remove violating content from our 
site, using a combination of technology and 
people.” 


Of the 1.5 million videos of the massa¬ 
cre, filmed by a body-worn camera on the 
perpetrator almost in the style of a video 
game, 1.2 million were blocked at upload. 

Facebook’s statement came after New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 
said in a Sunday news conference that there 
were “further questions to be answered” 
by Facebook and other social media sites 
over their response to the events. 

Ardern said that her country had done as 
much as it could to “remove or seek to have 
removed some of the footage” circulated in 
the aftermath of the attack, but that ulti¬ 
mately it has been “up to those platforms.” 


When the horror began Friday morning 
in New Zealand, alleged shooter Brentan 
Tarrant’s Facebook followers were the 
first to know. He live-streamed his assault, 
from the time he started driving over to 
Masjid Al Noor mosque to the moments 
when he fired his first shots. 

Many hours later, and long after he and 
other suspects had been arrested, others 
were still uploading the video to YouTube 
and other online video platforms. 

A Washington Post search of keywords 
related to the event, such as “New Zea¬ 
land,” surfaced a long list of videos, many 
of which were lengthy and uncensored 


views of the massacre. 

Though Facebook, Instagram and Twit¬ 
ter have all removed Tarrant’s accounts, 
dozens of archived versions remain avail¬ 
able, along with the links and videos he 
shared. 

Facebook says it is using audio technol¬ 
ogy to detect more versions of the video, 
allowing it to catch more footage even if 
there isn’t an exact match to the full ver¬ 
sion streamed by Tarrant. 

On Sunday, the New Zealand govern¬ 
ment informed online platforms that shar¬ 
ing any version of the footage is a violation 
of the law. 











Monday, March 18,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


msmmmmm 


Page 13 


WORLD 


Official: Similarity 
between Ethiopia, 
Indonesia crashes 



Mulugeta Ayene/AP 


Relatives grieve next to empty caskets draped with the nationai flag at a mass funeral at Holy Trinity 
Cathedral in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Sunday. 


By Elias Meseret 
Associated Press 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia 
— Preliminary data retrieved 
from the flight data recorder of 
the Ethiopian Airlines plane that 
crashed shows “a clear similarity” 
with an earlier disaster in Indone¬ 
sia, Ethiopia’s transport minister 
said Sunday. 

Dagmawit Moges told reporters 
that the Ethiopian government in¬ 
tends to release detailed findings 
within one month. 

“The black box has been found 
in a good condition that enabled 
us to extract almost all the data 
inside,” she told reporters Sunday 
evening. 

Officials say 157 people from 
35 different countries were killed 
when the Nairobi-bound plane 
crashed shortly after takeoff. The 
United States and many other 
countries then grounded the Boe¬ 


ing 737 Max 8 as it had also been 
used in the Lion Air crash in Octo¬ 
ber in Indonesia. 

Suspicions emerged that faulty 
sensors and software may have 
contributed to the two crashes in 
less than six months. 

The U.S. Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration already has said sat¬ 
ellite-based tracking data showed 
that the movements of Ethiopian 
Airlines Flight 302 were similar to 
those of Lion Air Flight 610, which 
crashed off Indonesia in October, 
killing 189 people. 

The planes in both crashes flew 
with erratic altitude changes that 
could indicate the pilots struggled 
to control the aircraft. Shortly 
after their takeoffs, both crews 
tried to return to the airports but 
crashed. 

Earlier Sunday, thousands in 
the capital, Addis Ababa, mourn¬ 
ed the country’s victims in the 
crash, accompanying 17 empty 


caskets draped in the national flag 
through the streets of the capital. 
Some victims’ relatives fainted 
and fell to the ground. 

The service came one day after 
officials began delivering bags of 
earth to family members of the 
victims of the crash instead of the 
remains of their loved ones be¬ 


cause the identification process is 
expected to take such a long time. 

Family members confirmed 
they were given a 2.2-pound sack 
of scorched earth taken from 
the crash site. Many relatives al¬ 
ready have gathered at the rural, 
dusty crash site outside Ethiopia’s 
capital. 


The United States and many 
other countries have now ground¬ 
ed the Max 8s as the U.S.-based 
company faces the challenge of 
proving the jets are safe to fly 
amid suspicions that faulty sen¬ 
sors and software contributed to 
the two crashes that killed 346 
people in less than six months. 


France cleans up Champs-Elysees after yellow vest rioting 


By Milos Krivokapic 
AND Angela Charlton 

Associated Press 

PARIS — Paris cleaned up one 
of the world’s most glamorous av¬ 
enues Saturday after resurgent 
rioting by yellow vest protesters 
angry at President Emmanuel 
Macron stunned the nation. 

Luxury stores, restaurants and 
banks on the Champs-Elysees as¬ 
sessed damage Sunday after they 
were ransacked or blackened by 
life-threatening fires. Tourists 
took pictures as shop owners tried 
to repair broken windows and city 
workers scrubbed away graffiti, 
much of it targeting Macron. 

The renewed violence by a 
movement that had been fizzling 
in recent weeks was a wake-up 
call to a president seen as favor¬ 
ing the elite. 


Macron promised a crack¬ 
down on troublemakers that he 
said “want to destroy the repub¬ 
lic, at the risk of killing people.” 
But he also tweeted that the riot¬ 
ing showed that his government 
needs to do more to address pro¬ 
testers’ concerns. 

Macron cut short a weekend 
ski trip to meet Saturday night 
with security officials at the cri¬ 
sis center overseeing the police 
response. 

On the Champs-Elysees, an 
eerie calm replaced the hours- 
long chaos of the day before on 
the street that Parisians call 
“the most beautiful avenue in the 
world.” 

No police were visible Sunday, 
and traffic rolled down cobble¬ 
stones that had been the scene of 
battles between rioters and police 
struggling to contain them. 


In the midst of Saturday’s vio¬ 
lence, firefighters said a mother 
and her child were barely saved 
from a building set ablaze be¬ 
cause it housed a bank on the 
ground floor. Smoke from fires set 
by protesters mingled with clouds 
of tear gas sprayed by police. 

The protesters sought to re¬ 
vive their movement Saturday by 
marking the end of a two-month 
national debate called by Macron 
that protesters say failed to an¬ 
swer their demands for economic 
justice. 

Police had braced for an uptick 
of violence but appeared caught 
off guard by the speed and sever¬ 
ity of Saturday’s unrest. 

Authorities and some protest¬ 
ers blamed black bloc extremists 
who come to demonstrations with 
the express goal of attacking po¬ 
lice and damaging property. 



Rafael Yaghobzadeh/AP 

Workers set up protection on shop windows of the famed Champs 
Elysees restaurant Fouquet’s the day after it was vandalized and set 
on Are in Paris on Sunday. 


France repatriates 5 children of French militants who joined ISIS 


By James Me Alley 

The Washington Post 

PARIS — France has repatriat¬ 
ed five young children of French- 
born Islamist extremists who had 
left to join Islamic State. 

The announcement, made late 
Friday by the Foreign Ministry, 
followed weeks of controversy 
over the prospect of allowing 
French-born fighters to return to 
France to stand trial. 

France suffered the brunt of 
Europe’s recent struggles with 
terrorist violence either orches¬ 
trated or inspired by ISIS, with 


more than 230 people killed in at¬ 
tacks since 2015. 

As early as Wednesday, French 
Interior Minister Laurent Nunez 
said no children would be admit¬ 
ted “for the moment.” The same 
day. President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron reiterated the government’s 
position that children would 
be admitted on a “case by case 
basis,” in conjunction with the 
opinion of international humani¬ 
tarian aid workers. 

By Friday, however, the first 
group of children had been 
selected. 


“The decision was taken in 
view of the situation of these very 
young and especially vulnerable 
children,” read a statement from 
the Foreign Ministry. 

The statement noted that the 
unaccompanied children in 
question are “under individual 
medical and psychological super¬ 
vision” and “were handed over 
to the judicial authorities.” Their 
remaining family members in 
France were also contacted, the 
statement confirmed. 

Especially after the planned 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from 


Syria, there was much debate in 
France — and throughout Europe 
— about what to do with citizens 
detained in Syrian camps. Ap¬ 
proximately 1,910 French na¬ 
tionals ultimately joined ISIS, 
according to statistics from the 
Soufan Center, a security re¬ 
search institute. 

The prevailing argument was 
that these French citizens should 
be tried where they were cap¬ 
tured, as in the case of Melina 
Boughedir, 27, a French woman 
who joined ISIS in 2015 and was 
later captured by Iraqi forces. 


Boughedir stood trial in Iraq. 

Friday’s statement reiterated 
that even though a number of 
children would be coming, their 
parents would not be. 

“Regarding the adult French 
nationals who were fighters and 
[jihadis] who had followed Daesh 
to the Levant, France’s position 
has not changed,” the Foreign 
Ministry said, using the Arabic 
acronym for ISIS. 

“They must be tried on the 
territory where they committed 
their crimes,” it said. “It is a mat¬ 
ter of both justice and security.” 
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Cyclone Idai hits 3 
African countries, 
killing at least 150 


By Farm Mutsaka 
Associated Press 

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Mo¬ 
zambique, Zimbabwe and Ma¬ 
lawi have been hit by a vicious 
cyclone that has killed at least 
150 people, left hundreds more 
missing and stranded tens of 
thousands who are cut off from 
roads and telephones in mainly 
poor, rural areas. 

Cyclone Idai has affected more 
than 1.5 million people in the 
three southern African countries, 
according to the U.N. and govern¬ 
ment officials. 

Hardest hit is Mozambique’s 
central port city of Beira, where 
the airport is closed, electricity 
is out and many homes have been 
destroyed. The storm hit Beira 
late Thursday and moved west¬ 
ward into Zimbabwe and Malawi, 
affecting thousands more, partic¬ 
ularly in eastern areas bordering 
Mozambique. 

Homes, schools, businesses, 
hospitals and police stations have 
been destroyed by the cyclone. 
Thousands were marooned by 
the heavy flooding and, worried 
about losing their lives, aban¬ 
doned their possessions to seek 
safety on higher ground. 

U.N. agencies and the Red 
Cross are helping with rescue ef¬ 
forts that include delivering food 
supplies and medicines by heli¬ 
copter in the impoverished south¬ 
ern African countries. 

Mozambican President Filipe 
Nyusi said the damage is “very 
worrisome” and that the flood¬ 
ing made it difficult for aircraft to 
land and carry out rescue opera¬ 
tions, according to Mozambique’s 
state radio. 

In Zimbabwe, 31 people have 
died from the floods so far, ac¬ 
cording to the government. The 
deaths are mainly in Zimbabwe’s 
Chimanimani, a mountainous 
area along the eastern border 
with Mozambique that is popular 
with tourists. No tourist deaths 
were recorded, government 


We are receiving 
tragic reports of 
some people being 
swept away. We urge 
patience as rescue 
is on its way. 9 

Zimbabwe Information Ministry 


spokesman Nick Mangwana said. 

Roads and bridges were swept 
away, slowing rescue efforts by 
the military, government agen¬ 
cies and nongovernmental orga¬ 
nizations, he said. 

The dead included two stu¬ 
dents who were among dozens of 
children trapped in a dormitory 
after rocks fell from a nearby 
mountain, said Mangwana. Zim¬ 
babwe’s military is trying to res¬ 
cue the 197 students at the school, 
although unsafe conditions are 
forcing the soldiers to use ground 
efforts rather than attempt an air 
rescue, the government’s Minis¬ 
try of Information said later. 

Zimbabwe’s state television 
station, ZBC, reported that 150 
people are missing. 

“We are receiving tragic re¬ 
ports of some people being swept 
away. We urge patience as rescue 
is on its way,” Zimbabwe’s Infor¬ 
mation Ministry said in a tweet, 
although power outages and com¬ 
munications breakdowns in af¬ 
fected areas mean the warning 
might reach only a few. 

In Malawi, people “are now 
facing a second threat of flash 
floods” following the cyclone, the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
said on Twitter. 

South Africa’s military has 
sent in aircraft and 10 medical 
personnel to help in Mozambique 
and Malawi, it said in a statement 
Saturday. 



Courtesy of the National Search and Rescue Agency/AP 

National Search and Rescue Agency personnel and police carry the body of a flood victim at Sentani, 
Papua province, Indonesia, on Sunday. 


At least 58 killed in flash floods, 
mudslides in eastern Indonesia 


By Jeffrey Pattirajawane 
Associated Press 

JAYAPURA, Indonesia — Flash floods and mud¬ 
slides triggered by days of torrential downpours 
tore through mountainside villages in Indonesia’s 
easternmost province, killing at least 58 people and 
leaving thousands homeless, disaster officials said 
Sunday. 

Rescuers recovered more bodies as floodwaters 
and landslides destroyed roads and bridges in sev¬ 
eral areas of Papua province’s Jayapura district, 
hampering rescue efforts, said Sutopo Purwo Nu- 
groho, the National Disaster Mitigation Agency 
spokesman. 

The dead included three children who drowned 
after the floods began just after midnight Saturday. 

Nugroho said 58 bodies had been pulled from the 
mud and wreckage of crumpled homes by Sunday. 
Another 74 people were hospitalized, many with 
broken bones and head wounds. 

Nugroho said the number of dead and injured will 
likely increase because many affected areas have 
not been reached. 

“We are overwhelmed by too many injuries,” said 
Haerul Lee, the head of the Jayapura health office, 
adding that some medical facilities had been hit by 
power outages. “We can’t handle it alone.” 

Papua’s provincial administration has declared a 
two-week emergency to get assistance from the cen¬ 
tral government. 

Papua military spokesman Col. Muhammad Aidi 
said rescuers managed to save two injured infants 


who had been trapped for more than six hours. The 
parents of one of the babies were washed away and 
died. 

Worst hit was Sentani subdistrict, where a land¬ 
slide early Sunday was followed minutes later by a 
river that burst its banks, sweeping away residents 
in a fast-moving deluge of water, heavy logs and de¬ 
bris, said the local disaster 
mitigation agency head, 
Martono, who goes by one 
name. 

He said rescuers have 
been evacuating more 
than 4,000 to temporary 
shelters, as more than 300 
homes suffered damage. 

He said rising floodwa¬ 
ters forced Sentani Inter¬ 
national Airport to close 
Sunday after a runway was 
flooded and water dam¬ 
aged the power system and 
two small planes parked at the airport. 

Television footage showed hundreds of rescuers 
and members of the police and military evacuating 
residents to shelters at a government office. Oth¬ 
ers were carrying bodies in black and orange body 
bags. Ambulances and vehicles were seen carry¬ 
ing victims on muddy roads to several clinics and 
hospitals. 

Seasonal downpours cause frequent landslides 
and floods and kill dozens each year in Indonesia, a 
chain of 17,000 islands where millions of people live 
in mountainous areas or near fertile flood plains. 


We are 
overwhelmed 
by too many 
injuries. We 
can’t handie it 
aione. ^ 

Haerul Lee 

head of health office in 
Jayapura, Indonesia 


Report: Former Putin adviser who died in US had broken neck 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Newly re¬ 
leased documents show that a for¬ 
mer adviser to Russia’s president 
sustained a complete fracture of 
his neck “at or near the time of 
his death” in a Washington hotel 
room in 2015. 

The documents from the city’s 
medical examiner were released 
to Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib¬ 
erty in response to a Freedom 
of Information Act lawsuit filed 
nearly two years ago. 


In a report published Satur¬ 
day, RFE said the finding offers 
no clear-cut evidence of foul play 
in the death of Mikhail Lesin, 57, 
who was a key adviser to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin during 
Putin’s rise to power. 

But RFE said the documents 
provide “the most precise sci¬ 
entific description” yet of a 
death that’s been shrouded in 
suspicion. 

The official ruling was that 
Lesin, 57, died accidentally of 


blunt force trauma after fall¬ 
ing repeatedly in his room while 
intoxicated. 

Yet there is intrigue surround¬ 
ing the case, fed by circumstan¬ 
tial evidence. It seems odd for 
someone Lesin’s age to die of 
blunt force trauma while alone 
in a room. There is also a gap in 
security video footage for the 
hours after Lesin was last seen 
alive. The police report eventual¬ 
ly released to the public has been 
heavily redacted. 

Above all, there is a long his¬ 


tory of high-profile Russians 
turning up dead or seriously ill in 
foreign countries. 

RFE said the documents re¬ 
leased by the Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner show that 
Lesin’s hyoid bone had been 
completely fractured. An offi¬ 
cial, whose name was redacted, 
is quoted as saying such breaks 
“are commonly associated with 
hanging or manual strangula¬ 
tion,” but that it was also possible 
that the bone was damaged dur¬ 
ing the autopsy. 


Lesin had amassed a fortune 
through a company he set up in 
the 1990s to sell television ad¬ 
vertising. He then spent years as 
Putin’s media czar, helping bring 
national television under Krem¬ 
lin control during Putin’s rise to 
power. 

Later, he founded the global 
news network Russia Today, now 
known as RT. But he abruptly re¬ 
signed in December 2014 and was 
believed by some Moscow-watch- 
ers to have fallen out of favor with 
the Putin government. 












Monday, March 18,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Virginia county OKs Amazon 
incentives despite protests 



Cliff Owen/AP 


An Arlington County, Va., board has approved $23 million in 
incentives for Amazon to build a new headquarters in Crystal City 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Associated Press 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Protest¬ 
ers repeatedly shouted “shame” 
as a northern Virginia county 
board Saturday unanimously ap¬ 
proved a $23 million incentives 
package for Amazon to build a 
new headquarters there. 

The Arlington County Board’s 
5-0 vote came after hours of heat¬ 
ed public testimony, news outlets 
reported. 

Supporters said Amazon’s 
plan to build a massive facility in 
Crystal City will lead to tens of 
thousands of good jobs and bring 
in hundreds of millions of dollars 
in tax revenue. 

Opponents, however, said the 
tech giant neither needs nor de¬ 
serves public subsidies. They 
also said lower-income residents 
would be driven out by rising 


By Timothy McLaughlin 

The Washington Post 

HONG KONG — When Viet¬ 
nam’s government took offense at 
a game on Google’s app store in 
which a player could battle char¬ 
acters named after the country’s 
political figures, the tech behe¬ 
moth caved. 

It blocked access to the app in 
Vietnam, one of Asia’s most prom¬ 
ising online markets and a coun¬ 
try whose communist leaders 
have long restricted free speech 
and criticism of the government. 

Under a new cybersecurity law 
that took effect Jan. 1 and may re¬ 


rents. 

“This vote today is about racial 
justice,” Danny Cendejas, a mem¬ 
ber of the La ColectiVA advocacy 
group, said, according to WRC- 
TV. “We have been talking to 
folks in communities of color, im¬ 
migrant communities. We have 
been hearing consistently the 
concerns about gentrification.” 

The Washington Post reported 
that in response to concerns about 
increased rents, traffic conges¬ 
tion and school overcrowding. 
Board Chair Christian Dorsey 
said, “I am confident we can 
manage those impacts.” 

Amazon plans to create at least 
25,000 jobs over 12 years in the 
Washington suburb. The state of 
Virginia has already approved a 
$750 million incentives package 
for the company. 


quire compliance within a year, 
those restrictions are poised to 
become even more onerous. 

The Vietnamese legislation 
could serve as a model for other 
repressive governments of how to 
control information and suppress 
dissent online while at the same 
time continuing to grow a vibrant 
tech sector — with activists fear¬ 
ing companies will choose lucra¬ 
tive market access over their 
censorship concerns. 

Although implementation 
guidelines are not yet set, the law 
will not only compel companies 
such as Google and Facebook to 
remove content that the govern- 


During the meeting, activists 
grew outraged after they were 
not allowed to ask questions of the 
Amazon officials who had given 
testimony. 

Washington resident Chris 
Otten shouted that a vote should 
not be permitted and yelled pro¬ 
fanities at a pro-Amazon attendee 
who he said cursed at him. That 
prompted police and security 
personnel to physically remove 
Otten, who screamed as he was 
carried out. He was charged with 
disorderly conduct. 

“It’s sad when you hear the 
board say they don’t have the re¬ 
sources to help people who are in 
need now, but then they give out 
millions and millions to a com¬ 
pany that doesn’t need that sort of 
help,” Otten said. “It’s corporate 
welfare over social need.” 


ment deems offensive but also to 
store data inside Vietnam. Addi¬ 
tionally, they must set up offices 
in the country, something they 
are reluctant to do for fear of ex¬ 
posing staff to official pressure or 
even arrest. 

A report last year from Google 
and Singapore’s Temasek Hold¬ 
ings likened the country’s Inter¬ 
net economy to a “dragon being 
unleashed.” Online travel plan¬ 
ning, media, ride-hailing and 
commerce were valued at $9 bil¬ 
lion in Vietnam in 2018 and are 
expected to reach $33 billion by 
2025, according to the report. 

The new law was passed easily 


despite citizen protests. 

Board Vice Chair Libby Gar¬ 
vey said she is excited for the 
future of Arlington County with 
Amazon. 

“Arlington has done a lot of 
changing in the 40 plus years I 
have been here and we are ready 
for this change,” Garvey said. 
“We’ve planned for this growth, 
we’ve planned for these jobs, but 
we did not expect to get so much 
of this in one agreement.” 


despite intense lobbying efforts 
by US. companies, according to 
Jeff Paine, managing director of 
the Asia Internet Coalition, an 
industry association that includes 
Google, Facebook and other US. 
tech firms. 

Vietnam is effectively gambling 
that its market of about 95 million 
people is attractive enough that 
companies will meet its demands 
rather than walk away. 

For now, the companies are 
awaiting final guidelines detail¬ 
ing how the law will be enforced 
— a process Paine described as 
“clear as mud.” 
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Turkey (NewLira).5.4712 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.40 

3-month bill.2.39 

30-year bond.3.02 


New Vietnamese law poses challenge for US tech giants 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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THE CENSUS 

The number of plants that were killed at a Greenville, S.C., garden center, according to police. 

Greenville County Sheriff’s spokesman Lt. Ryan Flood estimated damage at $150,000 and said that 
police are looking for the person who spread herbicide at the Martin Garden Center. An employee of 
the nursery found thousands of plants covered by an orange chemical on Thursday, and herbicide 
was found in a tub used to water the plants. The garden center said it will be closed until new plants arrive. 



Robert F. Bukaty/AP 


Out for a walk on a winter’s day 

A late season snowfall coats the trees over a group of dog walkers in Winslow Park in Freeport, Maine, on Thursday. 




Road closes for spring 
snake migration 

11 HARRISBURG — A 
IL stretch ofroad in southern 
Illinois is closed to allow snakes 
and amphibians the chance to mi¬ 
grate to their summer homes. 

The Shawnee National Forest’s 
“snake road” was closed Friday 
to allow the animals to move 
from the limestone bluffs where 
they hibernate during the win¬ 
ter to the nearby LaRue Swamp. 
The migration attracts spectators 
from across the country. 

The (Carbonate) Southern Illi¬ 
noisan reported that some of the 
species are considered threatened 
or endangered in Illinois. The mi¬ 
gration takes about two months. 

Bears in median shut 
down 4-lane highway 

||i|^ TEMPLETON — A 
I w portion of a highway 

was shut down while state wild¬ 
life officials moved a family of 
bears that had set up a den in the 
median. 

State police shut down a stretch 
of Route 2 in Templeton on Thurs¬ 
day morning while state environ¬ 
mental police tranquilized the 
mother bear and relocated her 
and her cubs to a safer location in 
a nearby state forest. 

Route 2, a four-lane high¬ 
way, was shut down for about 45 
minutes. 

Thrift store sells 
‘haunted’ furniture 

ly^ SALISBURY — A 
North Carolina thrift 
store earned $1,000 off a hand- 
carved bedroom suite that may 
just be haunted. 

News outlets reported Habitat 
for Humanity Rowan County’s Re- 
Store warned would-be customers 
that the previous owner reported 
he and his wife had “continuous 
nightmares” while the furniture 
was in their bedroom. Their dogs 
were also suspicious of the 1950s 
highboy chest of drawers and can¬ 
opy bed, as they “would not stop 
barking at it.” 

The store’s director of opera¬ 
tions, Elizabeth Brady, said two 
regular customers were intrigued 
and paid full price but didn’t be¬ 
lieve the furniture was haunted. 

Court: Middle finger 
is protected speech 

||i| I TAYLOR — A federal 
I w 11 appeals court said a 
Michigan woman’s constitutional 
rights were violated when she 
was handed a speeding ticket 
after giving the finger to a subur¬ 
ban Detroit officer in 2017. 

The 3-0 decision means a law¬ 
suit by Debra Cruise-Gulyas can 
proceed. 

Officer Matthew Minard 
stopped Cruise-Gulyas and wrote 
her a ticket for a lesser violation. 
When that stop was over, Cruise- 
Gulyas raised her middle finger. 

Minard pulled her over again 
and changed the ticket to a more 
serious speeding offense. 

Cruise-Gulyas sued and said 
her free speech rights and her 
rights against unreasonable sei¬ 
zure were violated. 


Pipe tomahawk given by 
Washington returned 

ly Y SALAMANCA — A 
1 ^ 1 long-missing peace 
pipe tomahawk President George 
Washington gave to a Seneca 
leader in the late 18th century 
has been returned to the tribe in 
western New York. 

Washington gave the combina¬ 
tion tobacco-smoking pipe and 
weapon to Cornplanter as the 
United States negotiated a peace 
treaty with the Six Nations of the 
Iroquois Confederacy. 

The artifact eventually wound 
up at the State Museum in Alba¬ 
ny, where it remained until being 
stolen in the late 1940s. 

Last year, an anonymous col¬ 
lector returned the artifact to 
the museum. Officials there de¬ 
cided to loan it to the Senecas. 

Police: Drunken man 
rode on school bus 

n A AMBLER — Police 
said an intoxicated man 
got on a school bus hoping to be 
dropped off closer to his home but 
instead rode to a suburban Phila¬ 


delphia high school and went 
inside. 

Lower Gwynedd police said a 
student reported the unknown 
man at 7:25 a.m. Friday. 

The man was dropped off and 
entered Wissahickon Senior High 
School. After he was confronted 
by the school’s resource officer 
and administrators, the man ran 
outside but was apprehended fol¬ 
lowing a brief foot chase. 

Dominic Herder, 20, faces tres¬ 
passing and public drunkenness 
charges. 

The school is discussing addi¬ 
tional safety measures. 

Teacher resigns over 
taping students’ mouths 

CINCINNATI — A 
Cincinnati Public 
Schools teacher who acknowl¬ 
edged putting duct tape over stu¬ 
dents’ mouths to discipline them 
resigned. 

District spokeswoman Lauren 
Worley said Charles Igwekala- 
Nweke resigned in January. 

Igwekala-Nweke taught math 
at Clark Montessori High School 
and Hughes STEM High School 
and had worked for the district 


since 2015. 

The Cincinnati Enquirer re¬ 
ported Friday that school records 
show a student told another teach¬ 
er Igwekala-Nweke put tape over 
his mouth in December. 

Igwekala-Nweke wrote in an 
email to Hughes Principal Kathy 
Wright that he taped students’ 
mouths shut instead of repri¬ 
manding them for talking during 
an exam. At least three students 
told officials their mouths were 
taped shut. Igwekala-Nweke later 
apologized. 

Man finds iguana in 
toilet and calls 911 

PI FORT LAUDERDALE 
r L — A Florida man called 
911 after going to the bathroom 
and finding a bright green iguana 
swimming in his toilet. 

Fort Lauderdale Battalion 
Chief Stephan Gollan told the 
Miami Herald the man “freaked 
out and didn’t know what to do.” 

He said firefighter Jeff Kurus 
put on a sterile glove, reached in 
and grabbed the iguana. He took 
it outside and released it into the 
wild. 

The department tweeted pic¬ 


tures of the iguana, adding “can 
you imagine lifting the toilet lid 
and finding this?” 

Dead man identified as 
suspect in killing, rape 

IWI ROCKVILLE — Po- 
I w I mJ lice said a man who 
died in West Virginia in 2017 has 
been identified as the suspect in 
the killing of a woman and the 
rape of another in Maryland more 
than two decades ago. 

The Montgomery County, Md., 
police department said in a news 
release Friday that DNA evi¬ 
dence connected Kenneth Earl 
Day to the 1994 rape and killing 
of Le Bich-Thuy, 42, whose stran¬ 
gled body was found beside her 
Rockville home. Investigators 
also used DNA to tie Day to the 
1989 rape of a woman who was 
attacked while walking down a 
street in Rockville. 

Police said Day was 52 when 
he died in March 2017 in Upshur 
County, W.Va. Officer Rick Goo- 
dale, a department spokesman, 
said Day was identified as a sus¬ 
pect earlier this year. 


From wire reports 
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Clark makes 
her case for 
legal drama 



Frederick M. Brown, Getty Images/TNS 


Marcia Clark talks about “The Fix” during the ABC segment of the Winter Television Critics 
Association Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., on Feb. 5. Clark, who became a household 
name as a deputy district attorney in the 1995 double-murder trial of O.J. Simpson, 
is the executive producer and co-writer for the 10-episode legal drama. 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

M arcia Clark spent 16 years work¬ 
ing as a lawyer in a private prac¬ 
tice, as a public defender and 
finally as the deputy district 
attorney for Los Angeles County. Despite 
working on thousands of cases, the mention 
of Clark’s name brings to mind one battle in 
the courtroom: 1995’s trial of O. J. Simpson. 

“It is what it is,” Clark says of her place in 
legal history. “There’s nothing I can do about 
it. So I accept it. I understand it. I can’t blame 
the public because it was the most publicized 
case I ever had.” 

Clark has found a way to embrace the con¬ 
nection and take another bite of the legal 
apple. She’s the executive producer and co¬ 
writer of the ABC 10-episode drama “The 
Fix,” premiering stateside Monday. The se¬ 
ries follows Maya Travis (Robin Tunney), an 
L.A. district attorney who suffers a devastat¬ 
ing defeat after prosecuting an A-list movie 
star for double murder. With her high-profile 
career derailed, she escapes to a quieter life 
in the country. But that solitude is shattered 
when eight years later, the same star is under 
suspicion for another murder. 

Clark didn’t head to the woods, but she 
did leave the district attorney’s office and 
eventually became a writer. Her book on the 
Simpson case, “Without a Doubt,” was pub¬ 
lished in 1997 and became a best-seller. She 
is also the author of “Blood Defense,” “Moral 
Defense” and “Snap Judgment.” 

The career change helped Clark deal with 
the way the public saw her during the Simp¬ 
son trial. 

“It was a process that took years. At first, it 
was very upsetting because that case wasn’t 
the only thing I did,” Clark says. “Then I re¬ 
alized — and I can’t tell you when that mo¬ 
ment was — that I had to accept what was 
reality. The reality is that people saw me on 
TV during that case way too many hours of 
it. So of course they are going to associate me 
with it.” 

Clark always brought a passion for the law 
to the job, but by the time the Simpson case 
was over, she was ready to take a new path. 
The one thing she learned from the Simpson 
case that plays heavily into the way “The 
Fix” is structured is how much celebrity 
plays into the legal system. 

“There is a certain degree of star power 
that they bring to the courtroom, and it does 
skew the way the jury views the evidence. 


and so the playing field is not level,” Clark 
says. “And once a jury starts to identify and 
relate to a defendant in that way, you are in 
big trouble, because there’s no such thing 
as a piece of evidence that can’t be spun in 
one way or another if a juror is inclined to do 
so. And many jurors wind up in that kind of 
frame of mind without even realizing their 
own bias, and when you are up against that, 
there’s nothing you can do.” 

She didn’t leave the courtroom knowing 
she wanted a career as a writer and televi¬ 
sion producer. Clark eventually settled on 
becoming a writer, something she had en¬ 
joyed doing from a young age. 

What she has written with Elizabeth Craft 
and Sarah Fain for “The Fix” doesn’t spend 
all 10 episodes in the courtroom. What they 
wanted to make was a law show that’s not all 
about the law, but focused on the personal 
stories of everyone behind the scenes. 


“That said, we did take a lot of care to make 
sure that our characters do things that char¬ 
acters like that would do and could do. So, 
for example, we have an episode involving 
‘queen for a day’ in which a defendant can go 
in and talk to the police with the agreement 
that everything is off the record in return for 
a possible deal,” Clark says. “We do incorpo¬ 
rate things the way they really are, and we 
make an effort to make sure and do that. 

“We stretch certain things for the purpose 
of entertainment for sure, but I hope that you 
will never stand up and go, ‘That’s ridicu¬ 
lous,’ because I don’t like doing that for any 
show. It takes me out of the moment. So we 
really did make an effort to get it right.” 

“The Fix” stars Adewale Akinnuoye-Ag- 
bqje, Scott Cohen, Adam Rayner, Merrin 
Dungey, Breckin Meyer, Marc Blucas, Mou- 
zam Makkar and Alex Saxon. 


Netflix cancels ‘One Day at a Time’ reboot 


YouTube 
star Singh 
will replace 
Carson Daly 

By Tracy Brown 
Los Angeles Times 

Lilly Singh is getting her own 
late-night show. 

The actress and comedian 
joined Jimmy Fallon on “The 
Tonight Show” March 14 to an¬ 
nounce that she will be joining the 
NBC late-night family with her 
new series called “A Little Late 
with Lilly Singh.” The show is ex¬ 
pected to launch in September. 

“An Indian-Canadian woman 
with her own late-night show? Now 
that is a dream come true,” Singh 
said in a statement. “I’m thrilled 
to bring it to life on NBC, and I 
hope my parents consider this to 
be as exciting as a grandchild.” 

With her new show, Singh will 
become the only woman current¬ 
ly hosting a late-night show on 
broadcast TV. 

During the “Tonight Show” 
segment, Singh reassured Fallon 
that she would not be taking over 
his job. “A Little Late with Lilly 
Singh” will instead be replacing 
the long-running “Last Call with 
Carson Daly” in the 1:35 a.m. 
time slot. Last month it was an¬ 
nounced that “Last Call” would 
end its 17-season run after 2,000 
episodes. 

“I’m so excited because I truly 
get to create a show from scratch,” 
Singh told Fallon. “I get to make it 
inclusive. I get to create comedy 
segments and interview people 
and really create something that 
I believe in.” 

Singh is perhaps best known 
for her YouTube channel, which 
has amassed more than 14 mil¬ 
lion subscribers. She previously 
told The Times that authentic¬ 
ity was the key to success on the 
platform. 

“People are very good at rec¬ 
ognizing when a creator is just 
saying something for the sake of 
saying something,” she said in 
2015. “Every video I make I re¬ 
ally mean what I’m saying and 
people can see that through the 
screen and that’s why they [view¬ 
ers] like it.” 

“Lilly is truly a star and we’re 
thrilled to welcome her to our 
NBC family,” Doug Vaughan, 
NBC Entertainment’s execu¬ 
tive vice president of special 
programs and late night, said in 
a statement. “She is a multi-tal¬ 
ented performer who will surely 
have a great rapport with not only 
all her guests but also with our 
devoted late-night audience. We 
can’t wait to get started.” 


Associated Press 

Netflix is canceling “One Day at a Time” 
after three seasons. 

In a statement Thursday, the streaming 
service’s chief content officer, Ted Sarandos, 
called it “disappointing” that more viewers 
didn’t discover the sitcom. 

A tweet on a Netflix company account said 
not enough people watched to justify renew¬ 
ing it, and called the cancellation a difficult 
step. 

Created by Gloria Calderon Kellett and 
Mike Royce, it was among the few TV series 
with Latinos as the lead characters. 


Justina Machado played a single Cuban- 
American mom and military veteran, with 
Rita Moreno as her mother. 

It was a reboot of the original “One Day at 
a Time,” which was co-created by Norman 
Lear and aired from 1975-84 with stars Val¬ 
erie Bertinelli and Bonnie Franklin. 

Lear was among the Netflix series’ execu¬ 
tive producers. 

Zadie Smith, Anna Burns 
among winners of critics prizes 

Anna Bums’ “Milkman,” winner last fall 
of the Man Booker Prize, has been awarded 


the National Book Critics Circle prize for fic¬ 
tion. Zadie Smith won the criticism prize for 
her essay collection “Feel Free.” 

Steve Coil’s book on the CIA, “Director¬ 
ate S,” was the nonfiction winner, and Nora 
Krug’s “Belonging: A German Reckons With 
History and Home” received the award for 
autobiography. Others winners March 14 in¬ 
cluded Ada Limon’s “The Carrying” for poet¬ 
ry and “Christopher Bonanos’ “Flash,” about 
the photographer Weegee, for biography. 

The critics circle was founded in 1974 and 
includes around 800 reviewers, authors, blog¬ 
gers and others in the books community. 



Lilly Singh is 
joining NBC’s 
late-night 
lineup. 

AP 
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By Susan Q. Stranahan 
Special to The Washington Post 

W hen America’s fleet of nuclear 
reactors was designed some 
four-plus decades ago, few 
people had ever heard the 
phrase “climate change.” Today, the global 
threats of worsening weather patterns and 
natural disasters are well-recognized, com¬ 
manding concern and responses across 
the board. Except, apparently, at the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

In late January, by a 3-to-2 vote, NRC 
commissioners rejected a recommenda¬ 
tion from their own senior staff to require 
reactor owners to recognize new climate 
reality and fortify their plants against real- 
world natural hazards such as flooding and 
seismic events. Most, if not all, of those re¬ 
actors were engineered, built and main¬ 
tained with highly optimistic assumptions 
rooted in the late 1960s and 1970s. 

For those keeping tabs, March is nuclear 
accident month. Three Mile Island oc¬ 
curred 40 years ago; Fukushima Daiichi, 
eight. 

In the aftermath of Japan’s Fukushima 
disaster, the NRC asked its staff to scruti¬ 
nize U.S. reactor operations and identify 
ways to prevent a similar accident. The 
experts crafted a list of 12 sweeping rec¬ 
ommendations. The underlying theme: 
Prepare for the unexpected. 

High on the list was a recommendation 
that plant owners be required to re-evalu- 
ate the seismic and flooding hazards at 
their sites “consistent with the current state 
of knowledge and analytical methods” and 
update buildings and equipment to reflect 
actual risks — not projections formulated 
back when “Laugh-In” was must-see TV. 

The 12 recommendations were delivered 
to the NRC commissioners in July 2011. A 
draft of new rules implementing the rec¬ 


By Martin Schram 

Tribune News Service 

S uddenly, on Wednesday morning, 
the United States was standing 
alone against a disbelieving, dis¬ 
trusting world. 

One by one, every country on the planet 
had quickly grounded Boeing’s new huge 
737 Max 8 airliner — after the new air¬ 
craft’s second tragic crash in five months, 
on March 10 in Ethiopia. 

Except President Donald Trump’s USA. 
Even worse, Trump’s Federal Aviation 
Administration had issued a statement 
on March 11 certifying, once again, the 
“airworthiness” of the Boeing 737 Max 8. 
Keep that in mind. Because, simultaneous¬ 
ly, news reports were warning the world 
that there were chilling similarities in the 
two tragedies: On March 10, the Ethiopian 
Airlines’ Max 8’s nose suddenly pitched 
downward shortly after takeoff from Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, killing all 157; last Octo¬ 
ber, a Lion Air Max 8’s nose also pitched 
downward shortly after takeoff from Ja¬ 
karta, Indonesia, killing 189 people. 

Boeing had rushed to assure the world its 
planes were safe, saying it saw no reason 
for issuing any “new guidance.” Keep that 
in mind, too. Because Trump’s transpor¬ 
tation officials shockingly supported Boe¬ 
ing’s empty safety assurances and were 
still permitting the three U.S. airlines that 
bought the Max 8s and Max 9s (the longer 
version) — Southwest, American and Unit¬ 
ed — to keep flying them, as is. 

As I began reporting and writing for this 
column, I kept thinking that my fingers 
just can’t type fast enough — because any 
minute now. Trump will surely reverse 
his policy. Because what his administra- 


ommendations was finally hammered out 
in 2016. Lobbyists for the industry pushed 
back, arguing existing rules provide ad¬ 
equate protection. That’s not surprising. 
After the Three Mile Island accident, 
when safety enhancements were ordered, 
the price tag was steep. The industry set 
out to ensure that didn’t happen again. 

Heeding the NRC’s initial calls to con¬ 
duct hazard assessments, plant operators 
performed “walkdowns” at their facili¬ 
ties, evaluating critical safety systems for 
vulnerabilities, with varying degrees of 
thoroughness. In 2012, Florida Power & 
Light reported that its St. Lucie plant was 
prepared for disaster, but two years later, 
heavy rainfall sent 50,000 gallons of water 
through flood barriers that had been miss¬ 
ing the proper seals for decades. Duke 
Energy underestimated peak storm-surge 
heights at its Brunswick plant near Wilm¬ 
ington, N.C., by about eight feet. 

Flooding is a particular threat. Because 
nuclear reactors require access to water for 
cooling, many sit in locations vulnerable 
to severe coastal storms or rising rivers. 
Hurricane Florence last fall threatened 16 
reactors in North Carolina, South Carolina 
and Virginia. The year before, Florida’s 
two nuclear facilities, Turkey Point and St. 
Lucie, sat in the path of Hurricane Irma 
barreling toward the coast. Thirty-four re¬ 
actors at 20 sites around the United States 
are downstream from large dams. Pos¬ 
sible failure of the dams, and the tsunami 
of water unleashed after a collapse, was 
ignored or not adequately taken into con¬ 
sideration when the plants were designed. 
Nor was the threat of increasingly severe 
storms and resultant flooding. 

When the results of the “walkdowns” 
were tabulated, 55 of the 61 sites were 
found to confront flooding hazards beyond 
what they were designed to withstand. 


tion was inflicting upon a trusting public 
was absolutely unacceptable. By keeping 
those Max 8s and 9s taking off. Trump was 
requiring U.S. passengers on Southwest, 
American and United airlines to play what 
amounts to a cruel, white-knuckle game 
of USA/FAA roulette. Take a chance, the 
odds are you’ll be safe. 

Former Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood, a lifelong Republican who served 
in that job in the Democratic Obama ad¬ 
ministration, instantly got it. He urged 
Trump’s Transportation Secretary Elaine 
Chao to order the planes grounded imme¬ 
diately. “Those planes should be pulled 
down and inspected,” LaHood said Tues¬ 
day. “The flying public is owed that.” (In¬ 
deed, LaHood grounded Boeing’s 787s in 
2013 after batteries overheated.) But Chao 
took no such action on the Max 8s and 9s. 

For three days, Trump’s administration 
allowed Max 8s to take off What if another 
Max 8 crashed? There are no words. On 
March 11, Boeing CEO Dennis Muilen- 
burg spoke privately with Trump. We have 
no idea if he told the president all the truths 
we now realize he withheld from us. 

But by that evening, we knew that Mui- 
lenburg knew there were sensor problems 
in his Max 8’s nose that needed to be fixed. 
This became clear when the FAA issued a 
wet-noodle statement saying Boeing would 
be making “design changes” for the Max 8 
— and they’d be completed by April. 

April? How could the FAA permit a sin¬ 
gle Max 8 or 9 to take off without those best 
high-tech updates? 

Meanwhile, that limited FAA advisory 
had forced Boeing to issue another state¬ 
ment late that evening that was far dif¬ 
ferent in tone and content than Boeing’s 


Identifying the problems was Part I of 
that NRC staff recommendation. Ordering 
fixes was Part II. 

In January, the m^ority of commission¬ 
ers said, in effect, forget Part II. The com¬ 
mission dropped the new natural hazard 
upgrades, saying they were not “necessary 
for adequate protection” or did not provide 
“a cost-justified, substantial safety ben¬ 
efit.” Other rules contained in the regula¬ 
tory package would protect public health 
and safety, said Chairwoman Kristine L. 
Svinicki, in a statement on behalf of the 
majority. 

That prompted strong dissents from 
commissioners Jeff Baran and Stephen 
Burns. 

“This decision is nonsensical,” Baran 
wrote. “Instead of requiring nuclear power 
plants to be prepared for the actual flood¬ 
ing and earthquake hazards that could 
occur at their sites, NRC will allow them 
to be prepared only for the old, outdated 
hazards typically calculated decades ago 
when the science of seismology and hydrol¬ 
ogy was far less advanced than it is today,” 
he wrote. 

Burns added: “The accident at Fukushi¬ 
ma was a direct result of the operator and 
regulator failing to take action to account 
for new scientific knowledge related to nat¬ 
ural hazards, especially flooding hazards. 
... In the United States, there exists incon¬ 
trovertible evidence that the current de¬ 
sign bases for some plants do not address 
a flood hazard identified by the licensees’ 
(plant operators’) own analyses.” 

The new regulations aren’t scheduled to 
even go into effect for at least two years, 
probably longer. We’ll just have to wait to 
learn who’s right — the world’s climate ex¬ 
perts or three members of the NRC. 

Susan Q. Stranahan is a journalist who covered 

the Three Mile Island accident and is a co-author 
of “Fukushima; The Story of a Nuclear Disaster.” 


earlier bowl of mush. Boeing said in com¬ 
ing weeks it would be installing software 
updates in its Max 8s to “make an already 
safe aircraft even safer.” The changes 
would involve “flight control law, pilot dis¬ 
plays, operation manuals and crew train¬ 
ing.” Boeing reportedly realized after 
October’s Lion Air crash that there was a 
problem with having just one sensor in the 
plane’s nose to assure proper pitch. 

Yet all day Tuesday, Trump allowed Max 
8s and 9s to take off without those seem¬ 
ingly urgent updates — carrying passen¬ 
gers who might have been in peril. Sad. 

There is much we still don’t know. Was 
Trump conned by Boeing’s CEO on March 
11? Or did Trump get the full story but 
somehow choose to become part of a con 
that may have kept potentially perilous 
planes flying? 

At noon Wednesday, Trump indeed ma¬ 
terialized on my news screen — and re¬ 
versed his see-no-peril position. Trump 
said he was grounding Boeing’s 737 Max 
8s and 9s until any flaws were detected and 
fixed. Belatedly but finally. Trump did the 
right thing. Today, mercifully, passengers 
are not being conned into flying on planes 
that their government protectors cannot 
say for certain are as safe as they can be. 

America was once looked up to as the 
world’s leader on many things, including 
aviation safety. As LaHood said Thursday, 
America’s FAA “should have been the first 
out of the gate” in grounding Boeing’s 737 
Max 8s. Shamefully, last week, America’s 
president, transportation secretary and 
FAA finished dead last in world safety. 

Martin Schram, an op-ed columnist for Tribune 
News Service, is a veteran Washington journalist, 
author and TV documentary executive. 


How the world’s air safety leader finished last 
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OPINION _ 

Shameless scheme should prompt soul-searching 


A Washington Post editorial 

I t is downright naive to think wealth 
and privilege don’t factor into many 
critical aspects of American life. 
Among them: who gets to go to what 
college. But the scope and sheer shameless¬ 
ness of an elaborate scheme in which some 
of the country’s richest people allegedly 
paid bribes to get their children into top 
U.S. universities is truly mind-boggling. It 
should prompt some soul-searching — by 
students, parents and educational institu¬ 
tions — about the priorities that should 
guide college admissions. 

Federal prosecutors on Tuesday charged 
dozens of people, including Hollywood 
celebrities, prominent business leaders 
and college coaches, in what they called 
the largest university admissions scandal 
ever. According to prosecutors, parents 


made payments, in some cases more than 
$1 million, to get their children into elite 
colleges. Among the universities named 
were Georgetown University, Yale Univer¬ 
sity, Stanford University, the University of 
Southern California and the University of 
California at Los Angeles. The payments 
were purported to be charitable contribu¬ 
tions, but prosecutors alleged they actually 
were bribes to fix scores on standardized 
tests and induce athletic coaches to rec¬ 
ommend students for admission based on 
phony athletic credentials. The colleges 
themselves were not implicated. 

William Singer, the Palo Alto, Calif, col¬ 
lege adviser who pleaded guilty to federal 
charges for masterminding the scheme 
and reportedly collected $25 million be¬ 
tween 2011 and 2018, told parents he could 
facilitate their children’s admission to cer¬ 
tain universities through what he called the 


“side door.” The front door, he said in one 
phone conversation with a parent that was 
recorded by authorities, “means you get 
in on your own. The back door is through 
institutional advancement [or making a 
large contribution to the university] ... but 
there’s no guarantee. ... My families want 
a guarantee.” 

The FBI accidentally discovered the 
scam while working on an unrelated un¬ 
dercover case and rightly launched a vig¬ 
orous investigation, with more than 200 
agents working nationwide. As U.S. Attor¬ 
ney for the District of Massachusetts An¬ 
drew Lelling said, there are real victims in 
this case and they are “the hard-working 
students” who were unfairly displaced by 
students with “families who simply bought 
their way in.” 

No doubt these parents are outliers in 
the lengths they were willing to go — and 


the laws they allegedly were prepared 
to break — to advantage their children. 
But the scandal raises broader questions. 
Should the fiercely guarded secrecy that 
surrounds college admissions be opened 
to more transparency? What will it take for 
schools to better police college athletics so 
there are fewer chances for abuse? Has so¬ 
cietal and parental obsession with getting 
into “a good school” so warped the process 
that often the interests of students aren’t 
being served? And what can colleges do to 
level the playing field for admission when 
key aspects of the system are tilted to those 
who already have more benefits? 

Federal officials said the investigation is 
ongoing and that others could be charged. 
Let’s hope colleges and universities do 
their own assessment of whether the stu¬ 
dents who really deserve admission are 
the ones being selected. 


As commissary sales fall, Trump seeks 21 percent subsidy cut 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

D efense Department officials have 
preached three goals for the 
Defense Commissary Agency 
over the last several years of 
cost-cutting reforms: Preserve shopper 
savings, reduce taxpayer support and re¬ 
verse an alarming slide in sales that have 
fallen 25 percent since peaking at more 
than $6 billion in 2012. 

In what might be seen as a stunning dis¬ 
regard for number three, to reverse the 
exodus of patrons, the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s fiscal 2020 defense budget asks Con¬ 
gress to slash funding for commissaries by 
$271 million, or 21 percent. 

If lawmakers agree, appropriated dol¬ 
lars on which stores still depend would fall 
to $995 million next year, a 30 percent cut 
overall over three years to a benefit still 
prized as a key element of military com¬ 
pensation — grocery discounts. 

How can commissaries absorb a 21 per¬ 
cent funding cut in a single year? What 
impact will it have on store staffing, on 
operating hours and on the multiple initia¬ 
tives underway to try to reverse plummet¬ 
ing sales on stateside bases? 

Defense officials hadn’t decided how to 
answer those questions by our deadline 
so they went unanswered, leaving us to 
do some informed speculation. (Editor’s 
note: The DOD did respond later; see the 
response at the end of the column.) 

One guess is that Pentagon overseers of 
the benefit hope the funding cut will per¬ 
suade Congress to rescue commissaries 
by accepting their plan to merge that tax- 
payer-funded system with the military’s 
three profit-generating exchange services, 
creating a single more businesslike resale 
enterprise. The contention must be that 
consolidation of headquarters and back 
store operations will, over time, produce 
efficiencies and cost savings to make up 
for what might be seen now as a reckless 
choke off of traditional funding. 

The other personnel-related highlights 
of the budget call for raising military pay 
next January by 3.1 percent to keep pace 
with private-sector wages and to cut 15,000 
uniformed medical billets to free up slots 
for more “lethal” specialties. 

Last week, just days before the Trump 
administration unveiled its 2020 defense 
budget request, the retail executive who 
has led efforts to modernize commissaries 
since November 2017 agreed to discuss on¬ 
going reforms. 

Retired Navy Rear Adm. Robert J. Bi- 
anchi is chief executive of the Navy Ex- 
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change Service Command. But for the last 
17 months he also has run commissaries, 
first as interim director and more recently 
as special assistant for commissary opera¬ 
tions to the acting assistant secretary of 
defense for manpower and Reserve Af¬ 
fairs. Under this administration, many top 
civilians in the DOD serve in an “acting” 
status, including as the defense secretary 
and his deputy. 

Bianchi discussed the steady sales 
slide and why ending it has been tough 
despite many new initiatives to do so. He 
also reviewed progress in implementing 
congressionally backed reforms such as 
introducing new DeCA-brand products, 
variably pricing some grocery items by re¬ 
gion and conducting more businesslike ne¬ 
gotiations with manufacturers over prices 
and competing for shelf space. 

In the first five months of fiscal 2019, 
compared with the same period a year 
ago, commissary sales fell 4.3 percent. 
The drop was near 5.5 percent at stateside 
stores where competition for shoppers is 
fiercer than at bases overseas. 

In a year-ago interview, Bianchi said 
four straight years of falling sales was 
alarming. It continues but, for various rea¬ 
sons, he said now he is less alarmed. 

“It’s all about perspective,” he said. 

What he faced in late 2017 were falling 
sales like a “runaway train,” losing 6 per¬ 
cent in the year before he hopped aboard. 
The train is still headed downhill, he said, 
but he sees signs of it leveling out. 

“I do believe we’ve arrested the precipi¬ 
tous decline,” he said. “I would offer to you 
the fact we ended 2018 at a 4 percent re¬ 
duction,” comforted that “it wasn’t 8 per¬ 
cent or some other number, right? I feel 
like we sort of bottomed out a little bit ... 
changed the slope. And now we’re got to 
start climbing back uphill, which obviously 
is literally hard for a train (and for) gaining 
sales back.” 

One positive sign he found in January, 
compared with the same month in 2018, 
was a decline in store transactions of only 
0.9 percent. That decline might have been 
narrowed more, or arrested entirely, ex¬ 
cept for unexpected “headwinds” the last 
several months from distributors in the 
DeCA’s supply chain. 

“I’ve had situations with some distribu¬ 
tors where we have 50 percent fill rates 
coming out of their warehouses” for prod¬ 
ucts that shoppers expected to find on com¬ 


missary shelves and didn’t. 

“My intent here is not to throw industry 
under the table because they’re aware of 
this. I’ve had direct discussions with the 
CEO of SpartanNash and others,” Bianchi 
said, referring to one mqjor distributor. 
For more than a month, Bianchi said, the 
distribution center serving commissaries 
across southeastern states had delivered 
only “50, 60, 70 percent fill rates” to base 
stores. 

The timing couldn’t have been worse. Bi¬ 
anchi has been pressuring store managers 
and vendor-paid Stockers to ensure shelves 
are full. He even tested an alternative to 
vendor-paid Stockers at Naval Amphibi¬ 
ous Base Little Creek, Va., using teams of 
exchange employees. That has been suc¬ 
cessful, and Bianchi will expand the test 
to three commissaries in San Diego. But 
distribution problems remain. 

“I am struggling,” Bianchi conceded. 
“My overall average right now for distri¬ 
bution is running in 85-89 percent fill rate. 
You do the math and say, ‘Gee, that equates 
to maybe $50 million in (missed) sales.’” 

Bianchi reviewed numerous initiatives 
to lure shoppers back. One begun last June 
puts “YES” labels for “Your Everyday 
Savings” on 800 popular products priced 
aggressively against outside competitors. 
It’s been “extremely successful,” he said. 

“I’m not getting comments anymore that 
‘Your bananas are more expensive than at 
Kroger’s’ or wherever. So, while I’m trying 
to turn around the consumers’ mindset, it 
hurts me when I don’t have stuff on shelves 
that I can sell.” 

Bianchi also has urged a focus on cus¬ 
tomer service. He introduced new conve¬ 
nience features like baggerless checkout 
stations and pre-packaged meals for busy 
families and is testing online ordering with 
curbside pickup. He also led the effort, ap¬ 
proved last year, to allow commissary em¬ 
ployees to shop on base too. 

Falling sales have consequences, how¬ 
ever. DeCA is cutting staff this year by an 
equivalent of 1,000 full-time employees, or 
7 percent of 14,000 workers. 

It’s a “pretty big reduction,” he said. 
“But I looked at our workforce versus sales 
and we’re out of whack.” 

In 2017, commissaries stopped selling 
products at cost plus a 5 percent surcharge 
as it had for decades. Defense leaders no 
longer felt it necessary to spend $1.4 bil¬ 
lion annually to protect grocery discounts. 
Congress cut the subsidy to $1.27 billion 
this year. It would drop below $1 billion 
next year. 

Variable pricing and the introduction of 
DeCA brands were new authorities Bian¬ 


chi was tasked to deploy to try for the first 
time to generate profits from commissary 
sales and to use them to replace cuts to the 
annual appropriation. 

Prices on up to 10,000 commissary prod¬ 
ucts now vary by region. But Bianchi con¬ 
ceded that generating profits from variable 
pricing remains a “bit of a challenge” when 
overall savings to patrons by law must be 
maintained at 23.7 percent. 

Stores also now sell more than 700 DeCA 
brand items. So far, however, they account 
for only 3 percent, or $113 million, of total 
sales. Scanning data show heavy shoppers 
in particular favor lower prices of new 
commissary brands. 

“I think people have accepted it because 
we know they are buying (store brands) 
in other retail locations. So, I can offer it 
to them at a value that maybe it will keep 
them from going to a Walmart or some¬ 
where else,” Bianchi said. 

Here’s something Bianchi didn’t say but 
now seems obvious: As he continues to pull 
every lever he can dream up to reverse 
falling sales, the primary goal at the Pen¬ 
tagon continues to be to reduce funding for 
commissaries, whatever the risk. 

DOD response 

A response from the Defense Depart¬ 
ment regarding the proposed cut to the 
Defense Commissary Agency budget: 

“DeCA has been preparing for these 
budget cuts since they were announced 
in 2013. We have been moving our busi¬ 
ness mindset from a cost center mentality 
where underexecution is a bad thing, to a 
more profit and loss mindset where un¬ 
derexecution can help funding in the next 
year. Changes to our business model, spe¬ 
cifically, revenue generation, will play an 
important role in filling the gap to ensure 
we maintain current levels of service and 
the mandated levels of patron savings. 

“The reduction of 1000 FTEs (full-time 
equivalent employees) this year, result¬ 
ing from efficiencies gained, helps position 
us to absorb a portion of the cut. We will 
continue to right size our organization, to 
include the reduction of an additional 500 
FTE in 2020, always ensuring that our 
stores will have the right number of people 
to deliver the expected level of service. 
The FY20 budget reduction will not result 
in any degradation of store operating hours 
or service levels, and we will continue to 
maintain the Congressionally mandated 
market basket savings rate.” 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; or Twitter; @Military_Update. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I “Entourage” role 
4 Owns 
7 Top choice, 

for short 

II Horseshoe site 

13 Music booster 

14 Pitcher Nolan 

15 Choir voices 

16 Uncle (Sp.) 

17 Congers 

18 Explosion 
20 Rotunda top 
22 Crone 
24 Took it easy 
28 Kenyan 

expeditions 

32 Amazed 

33 Blueprint 

34 Opposing vote 

36 Sketch 

37 Skip a sound 
39 Region of 

southwest 
France 

41 Sewing group 

43 Actor Gibson 

44 Employ 
46 Rushmore figure 
50 Hybrid fruit 
53 Priestly garment 

55 Mystique 

56 L-Q bridge 

57 Devious 

58 Social standing 

59 Boxers 

60 Shoe width 

61 — Angeles 

3-18 CRYPTOQUIP 

QRLM IBG ZVQZIX OLA ARL 


DOWN 

1 Melville 
captain 

2 Hamburger 
holder 

3 Greek vowel 

4 Stetson, e.g. 

5 During 

6 Thread holder 

7 Without a 
mortgage, say 

8 Pro vote 

9 Batman 
portrayer 
Kilmer 

10 Em halves 

12 Popular 

British dish 

19 Sailor 

21 Miss Piggy’s 
pronoun 

23 Tom Collins 
liquor 


25 Gambling game 

26 McGregor of film 

27 Like morning 
grass 

28 Detail, briefly 

29 “That’s — ask” 

30 Equitable 

31 Droop 
35 Candied 

veggie 
38Yalie 
40 Fixed 
42 Obliterate 
45 Vogue rival 

47 Two-way 

48 Bond foe 

49 Tibetan herd 

50 Ref 

51 Bearded 
beast 

52 Cabin 
component 

54 “See ya!” 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



GMKBMAJBVVZNVL GJOL AB 


KVUTN TBGMAZUMX, U ’ W XZI 


IBG’JL WJZQM AB XKZVL. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: WARNING CRY HEARD 
IN A FOOD STORE WHEN ALL OF ITS LOAVES 
HAVE BECOME MOLDY: “BREAD ALERT!” 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals S 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 



buy sight unseen and have 
through an agent using 


(different breeds) for 
adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


**Spring In Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 1^ 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 



Free Europe-wide delivery 


^^R BLOCKS 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemonsiahrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. I STARS^iilSTRIPES. 




Take the fuss out 
of packing up for 
your next PCS—sell 
everything with 
Stripes free classifieds! 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Production Alliance Group 300 

NASCAR Xfinity Series 
Saturday 

At Auto Club Speedway 
Fontana, Calif. 

Lap length: 2 miles 
Starting position in parentheses 

1. (3) Cole Custer, Ford, 150. 

2. (2) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 150. 

3. (4) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 150. 

4. (1) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 150. 

5. (6) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 150. 

6. (11) Austin CIndric, Ford, 150. 

7. (9) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 150. 

8. (7) Ryan Preece, Chevrolet, 150. 

9. (8) Justin Aligaier, Chevroiet, 150. 

10. (12) Justin Flaley, Chevroiet, 150. 

11. (14) Ryan Sieg, Chevroiet, 150. 

12. (5) Noah Gragson, Chevroiet, 150. 

13. (16) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 
150. 

14. (13) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
150. 

15. (18) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet, 
150. 

16. (17) Gray Gaulding, Chevrolet, 150. 

17. (21) Ray Black II, Chevrolet, 148. 

18. a5) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 147. 

19. (25) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 
147. 

20. (23) Tommy Joe Martins, Toyota, 


145. 

23. (30) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, 145. 

24. (27) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 143. 

25. (33) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 143. 

26. (36) Mike Harmon, Chevrolet, 142. 

27. (20) Joey Gase, Toyota, 141. 

28. (10) John Hunter Nemechek, Chev¬ 
rolet, Accident, 82. 

29. (22) Josh BilIckI, Chevrolet, Vibra¬ 
tion, 79. 

30. (35) John Jackson, Toyota, Vibra¬ 
tion, 50. 

31. (34) Morgan Shepherd, Chevrolet, 
Handling, 43. 

32. (24) Chad Finchum, Toyota, Axle, 
39. 

33. (19) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, En¬ 
gine, 37. 

34. (26) Timmy Hill, Toyota, Transmis¬ 
sion, 34. 

35. (31) Bayley Currey, Chevrolet, 
Overheating, 14. 

36. (32) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, Brakes, 

10 . 

37. (37) Caesar Bacarella, Chevrolet, 
Vibration, 1. 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

130.703 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 Hrs, 17 Mins, 43 Secs. 
Margin of Victory: 1.927 Seconds. 
Caution Fiags: 5 for 28 laps. 

Lead Changes: 13 among 6 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: T. Reddick 0;K. Busch 
1;T. Reddick 2-ll;K. Busch 12-86;N. Grag¬ 
son 87-89;C. Custer 90-91:K. Busch 92;C. 
Custer 93:K. Busch 94-114;C. Bell 115- 
118;C. Custer 119-125:M. Annett 126- 
130;C. Bell 131;C. Custer 132-150. 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Lead, Laps Led): Kyle Busch 4 times for 
98 laps; Cole Custer 4 times for 29 laps; 
Tyler Reddick 1 time for 10 laps; Chris¬ 
topher Bell 2 times for 5 laps; Michael 
Annett 1 time for 5 laps; Noah Gragson 1 
time for 3 laps. 


BNP Paribas Open 

Saturday 

At The indian Wells Tennis Garden 
Indian Wells, Calif. 

Purse: ATP: $8.36 million (Masters 1000); 
WTA: $9.04 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Semifinals 

Dominic Thiem (7), Austria, def. Milos 
Raonic (13), Canada, 7-6 (3), 6-7 (3), 6-4. 

Roger Federer (4), Switzerland, def. 
Rafael Nadal (2), Spain, walkover. 

Doubles 

Men 

Championship 

Nikola Mektic, Croatia, and Horacio 
Zeballos, Argentina, def. Lukasz Kubot, 
Poland, and Marcelo Melo (6), Brazil, 4-6, 
6-4, 10-3. 

Women 

Championship 

Elise Mertens, Belgium, and Aryna Sa- 
balenka, Belarus, def. Barbora Krejcikova 
and Katerina Siniakova (1), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, 6-3, 6-2. 


Pro soccer 

1 

College baseball 

1 

Golf 


Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

D.C. United 2 0 1 7 7 0 

Columbus 2 0 1 7 4 1 

Montreal 2 1 0 6 6 4 

New York 10 1 4 5 2 

Toronto FC 1 0 0 3 3 1 

New York City FC 0 0 2 2 2 2 

Orlando City 0 1 2 2 4 6 

Atlanta 0 11 1 13 

New England 0 11 1 13 

Chicago 0 2 1 1 4 7 

Cincinnati 0 11 1 2 5 

Philadelphia 0 2 0 0 1 5 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Seattle 3 0 0 9 10 3 

Houston 2 0 1 7 6 4 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 2 

Minnesota United 2 1 0 6 8 5 

LA Galaxy 2 1 0 6 5 5 

FC Dallas 111 4 32 

Real Salt Lake 111 4 26 

Sporting KC 1 1 0 3 3 2 

Colorado 0 11 1 3 5 

Portland 0 11 1 4 7 

Vancouver 030 0 47 

San Jose 0 3 0 0 2 9 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 16 
Seattle 4, Chicago 2 
Columbus 1, FC Dallas 0 
Houston 3, Vancouver 2 
New York 4, San Jose 1 
Montreal 3, Orlando City 1 
D.C. United 5, Real Salt Lake 0 
LA Galaxy 3, Minnesota United 2 
Sunday, March 17 
Los Angeles FC at New York City FC 
Portland at Cincinnati 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
New England at Toronto FC 
Sporting Kansas City at Colorado 
Saturday, March 23 
Colorado at FC Dallas 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Orlando City at New York 
Real Salt Lake at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday, March 24 
Cincinnati at New England 

Saturday 

Galaxy 3, Minnesota United 2 

Minnesota 0 2—2 

Los Angeles 2 1—3 

First half— 1, Los Angeles, dos Santos, 
0 (penalty kick), 36th minute; 2, Los An¬ 
geles, Pontius, 0 (Feltscher), 41st. 

Second half— 3, Minnesota, Gregus, 0, 
75th; 4, Los Angeles, Lletget, 0 (Antuna), 
81st; 5, Minnesota, Rodriguez, 0, 87th. 

Goalies— Minnesota, Vito Mannone, 
Bobby Shuttleworth; Los Angeles, David 
Bingham, Matt Lampson. 

Yellow Cards— Los Angeles, Corona, 
82nd. Minnesota, Ibarra, 60th; Danladi, 
90th. 

A-21,177. 

Sounders 4, Fire 2 

Seattle 2 2-4 

Chicago 0 2—2 

First half— 1, Seattle, Rodriguez, 0 
(Smith), 8th minute; 2, Seattle, Morris, 2 
(Lodeiro), 15th. 

Second half— 3, Seattle, Lodeiro, 0, 
49th; 4, Chicago, Edwards, 0 (Sapong), 
56th; 5, Chicago, Herbers, 0, 84th; 6, Se¬ 
attle, Ruldiaz, 2 (Smith), 88th. 

Goalies— Seattle, Stefan Frei, Bryan 
Meredith; Chicago, David Ousted, Rich¬ 
ard Sanchez. 

Yellow Cards— Seattle, Roldan, 77th. 
Chicago, Edwards, 64th; Herbers, 90th. 
A- 10,032. 


College hockey 


Conference tournaments 

ATLANTIC HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
Quarterfinals 
(Best-of-3) 

Wednesday, March 13 
Sacred Heart 9, RIT 4 

Thursday, March 14 
RIT 7, Sacred Heart 3 

Friday, March 15 

American International 4, Army 0 

Bentley 3, Robert Morris 2 

RIT 3, Sacred Heart 1, RIT advances 

2-1 

Niagara 3, Air Force 2, OT 

Saturday, March 16 
Army 2, American International 1, se¬ 
ries tied 1-1 

Robert Morris 2, Bentley 1, series tied 

1-1 

Niagara 5, Air Force 4, Niagara ad¬ 
vances 2-0 

Sunday, March 17 
Army at American International 
Robert Morris at Bentley 

BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Semifinals 
Saturday, March 16 
Notre Dame 2, Minnesota 1, OT 
Sunday, March 17 
Penn State at Ohio State 
Championship 
Saturday, March 23, 
or Sunday, March 24 
Teams TBD 

ECAC 

Quarterfinals 

(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 15 

Harvard 3, Dartmouth 1 
Brown 2, Quinnipiac 1, OT 


DC United 5, Real Salt Lake 0 

Real Salt Lake 0 0-0 

D.C. United 2 3-5 

First half— 1, D.C. United, Rooney, -2 
(penalty kick), 34th minute; 2, D.C. Unit¬ 
ed, Rooney, -1 (Jara), 41st. 

Second half— 3, D.C. United, Rooney, 0 
(Moreno), 65th; 4, D.C. United, Rodriguez, 
0 (Rooney), 76th; 5, D.C. United, Segura, 0 
(Moreno), 80th. 

Goalies— Real Salt Lake, Nick Rlman- 
do, Andrew Putna; D.C. United, Bill Ha¬ 
mid, Chris Seitz. 

Yellow Cards— D.C. United, Canouse, 
37th; Moreno, 57th; Rodriguez, 71st. Real 
Salt Lake, Silva, 32nd; Saucedo, 70th; 
Baird, 78th. 

Red Cards— Real Salt Lake, Savarino, 
45th. 

A-17,190. 

Impact 3, Orlando City 1 

Montreal 2 1—3 

Orlando 0 1—1 

First half— 1, Montreal, Okwonkwo, 0 
(Taider), 14th minute; 2, Montreal, Piatti, 
0 (Urruti), 15th. 

Second half— 3, Montreal, Piatti, 1 (No- 
villo), 80th; 4, Orlando, Dwyer, 1 (Patino), 
90th. 

Goalies— Montreal, Evan Bush, Clem¬ 
ent Diop; Orlando, Brian Rowe, Greg Ran- 
j'itsingh. 

Yellow Cards— Montreal, Azira, 32nd; 
Okwonkwo, 57th. Orlando, Rowe, 16th; 
O’Neill, 23rd; Acosta, 55th; Higulta, 90th. 
Red Cards— Montreal, Diallo, 90th. 
A-22,352. 

Red Bulls 4, Earthquakes 1 

San Jose 1 0—1 

New York 0 4—4 

First half— 1, San Jose, Espinoza, 0 (Er¬ 
iksson), 5th minute. 

Second half— 2, New York, Muyl, -1 
(Royer), 51st; 3, New York, Muyl, 0,71st; 4, 
New York, Wright-Phllllps, 0 (Davis), 85th; 
5, New York, Royer, 0 (Murillo), 90th. 

Goalies— San Jose, Daniel Vega, An¬ 
drew Tarbell; New York, Luis Robles, 
Ryan Meara. 

Yellow Cards— New York, Murillo, 
82nd. San Jose, Wondolowski, 45th; Go- 
doy, 47th; Lopez, 65th. 

Dynamo 3, Whitecaps 2 

Vancouver 1 1—2 

Houston 2 1—3 

First half— 1, Houston, Rodriguez, 0 
(Ells), 15th minute; 2, Vancouver, Mon- 
tero, 0 (penalty kick), 35th; 3, Houston, 
Elis, 0 (penalty kick), 42nd. 

Second half— 4, Vancouver, Bangoura, 
0, 54th; 5, Houston, Rodriguez, 1 (Elis), 
73rd. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Maxime Crep- 
eau, Zac MacMath; Houston, Joe Willis, 
Tyler Deric. 

Yellow Cards— Houston, Rodriguez, 
49th; Manotas, 76th; Quioto, 83rd. Van¬ 
couver, Giro, 82nd. 

A-13,549. 

Crew 1, FC Dallas 0 

Dallas 0 0-0 

Columbus 1 0—1 

First half— 1, Columbus, Sauro, 1 (San¬ 
tos), 10th minute. 

Goalies— Dallas, Jesse Gonzalez, Jim¬ 
my Maurer; Columbus, Zack Steffen, Joe 
Bendik. 

Yellow Cards— Columbus, Francis, 
90th. Dallas, Acosta, 44th. 

A-9,687. 


Clarkson 3, Yale 1 
Union 3, Cornell 2 

Saturday, March 16 
Harvard 4, Dartmouth 3, OT, Harvard 
advances 2-0 

Brown 4, Quinnipiac 3, Brown advanc¬ 
es 2-0 

Clarkson 5, Yale 2, Clarkson advances 
2-0 

Cornell 4, Union 0, series tied 1-1 

Sunday, March 17 
Union at Cornell 
At 1980 Rink-Herb Brooks Arena 
Lake Placid, N.Y. 

Semifinals 
Friday, March 22 
Teams TBD 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
Semifinal winners 

HOCKEY EAST 
First Round 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 15 
Northeastern 2, Maine 1, OT 
Providence 5, Boston College 4, OT 
UMass 5, New Hampshire 4,20T 
Boston University 3, UMass Lowell 0 
Saturday, March 16 
Northeastern 2, Maine 1, Northeastern 
advances 2-0 

Boston College 4, Providence 3, OT, se¬ 
ries tied 1-1 

UMass 6, New Hampshire 0, UMass ad¬ 
vances 2-0 

UMass Lowell 6, Boston University 4, 
series tied 1-1 

Sunday, March 17 
Boston University at UMass Lowell 
Boston College at Providence 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (N.Y.) 8, Hartford 6 
Catholic 6, Elizabethtown 3 
CCSU 5, St. Peter’s 3 
Chestnut Hill 5-10, Mansfield 3-3 
Clark U. 20, Brandeis 3 
E. Nazarene 3-4, Anna Maria 2-2 
Fairfield 7, Brown 6 
Indiana Southeast 5, WVU Tech 2 
King’s (Pa.) 6, DeSales 4 
Lebanon Valley 7, Albright 1 
LIU Post 3, Assumption 1 
Misericordia 5, Wilkes 1 
Molloy 17, Concordia (N.Y.) 10 
Navy 9, Bucknell 4 
Old Westbury 8, St. Lawrence 6 
Oneonta 5, Brockport 1 
Pace 2, Stonehlll 1 
St. Joseph’s (N.Y.) 14, Pine Manor 0 
Shippensburg 5, Pitt.-Johnstown 3 
Stevenson 1, Hood 0 
Wilmington (Del.) 6, Bridgeport 0 
York (Pa.) 13, S. Virginias 
SOUTH 

Albany (Ga.) 16, Lane 5 
Asbury 4, Indiana Kokomo 3 
Barton 7, Belmont Abbey 3 
Brewton-Parker 4, Loyola (NO) 2 
Bridgewater (Va.) 6, Ferrum 3 
Christopher Newport 26, Frostburg St. 

12 

Concordia (Mich.) 5-2, Aquinas 1-3 
Covenant 19, Berea 7 
Emmanuel (Ga.) 7, Erskine 5 
Faulkner 8, Martin Methodist 2 
Franklin & Marshall 3-12, Lesley 1-6 
Freed-Hardeman 6, Hannibal-La- 
Grange 4 

King (Tenn.) 6, Mount Olive 3 
Keiser 9, Ave Maria 5 
Marymount (Va.) 14, Wesley 3 
Maryville (Tenn.) 3, Methodist 1 
Middle Georgia 4, Blue Mountain 2 
Midway 6, Point Park 3 
Milligan 12, Montreat 2 
Morehouse 9, Kentucky St. 8 
North Greenville 10, Limestone 2 
Nova Southeastern 6, Florida Tech 1 
Reinhardt 5, St. Andrews 2 
Roanoke 14, Washington & Lee 6 
Southeastern (Fla.) 7-16, St. Ambrose 
2-1 

Spalding 10, Thomas More 7 
Truett-McConnell 5, Point (Ga.) 4 
Virginia Wesleyan 7, Shenandoah 2 
Warner 10, S.C. Beaufort 8 
Washington (Md.) 5-6, Cairn 4-4 
Webber International 13, Florida Me¬ 
morial 3 

William Carey 10, Mobile 4 

MIDWEST 

Ashland 8, Gannon 3 
Cent. Baptist 3, Harris-Stowe St. 0 
Concordia (St.P) 7, SW Minnesota 1 
Crown 7. St. Norbert 0 
Culver-Stockton 4, Mount Mercy 3 
Illinois College 8, Coe 4 
Maryville (Mo.) 13, William Jewell 2 
MidAm Nazarene 7, Benedictine (Kan.) 

6 

Mo.-St. Louis 15, Bellarmine 5 

Missouri S&T 11, Truman 1 

Mount Union 8, Knox 1 

Rio Grande 12, Cincinnati Christian 0 

Robert Morris-Peoria 3, Oakland City 

Sterling 5, McPherson 3 
UlC 3, Oakland 1 

W. Virginia St. 6, Notre Dame (Ohio) 3 

SOUTHWEST 

Crowley’s Ridge 5, Ecclesia 2 
Jarvis Christian 6, LSU Alexandria 4 
Okla. Panhandle St. 12, SW Assemblies 

10 

Our Lady of the Lake 5, Wiley 0 
Science & Arts 3, Cent. Christian 1 
SW Christian 10, Bacone 4 
Sul Ross St. 4, McMurry 0 
Texas Dallas 3, Texas Tyler 0 
Texas Wesleyan 12, Wayland Baptist 2 


NATIONAL COLLEGIATE HOCKEY CON¬ 
FERENCE 
First Round 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 15 
St. Cloud State 5, Miami 2 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Omaha 1, OT 
Denver 2, North Dakota 0 

Saturday, March 16 
Colorado College 2, Western Michigan 

St. Cloud St. 6, Miami 3, St. Cloud State 
advances 2-0 

Minnesota Duluth 4, Omaha 1, Minn.- 
Duluth advances 2-0 

Denver 4, North Dakota 2, Denver ad¬ 
vances 2-0 

Sunday, March 17 

Colorado College at Western Michi- 

Monday, March 18 

Colorado College at Western Michi¬ 
gan, if necessary 

WESTERN COLLEGIATE HOCKEY AS¬ 
SOCIATION 
Semifinals 
(Best-of-3) 

Friday, March 15 

Bowling Green 6, Northern Michigan 1 
Minnesota State 2, Lake Superior 
State 1 

Saturday, March 16 

Bowling Green 2, Northern Michiganl, 
20T, Bowling Green advances 2-0 

Minnesota State 2, Lake Superior State 
0, Minnesota State advances 2-0 

Championship 
Saturday, March 23 
At higher-remaining seed 

Semifinal winners 


Players Championship 

Saturday 

At TPC Sawgrass (Piayers Stadium 

Ponte Vedra Beach, Fia. 

Purse: $12.5 miiiion 

Yardage: 7,189; Par: 72 
Third Round 

Jon Rahm 69-68-64-201 

Tommy Fleetwood 65-67-70-202 

Rory Mcliroy 67-65-70-202 

Jason Day 70-66-68-204 

Abraham Ancer 69-66-70-205 

Ollle Schniederjans 71-70-65-206 

Brandt Snedeker 69-72-65-206 

Keegan Bradley 65-73-68-206 

Dustin Johnson 69-68-69-206 

Brian Harman 66-69-71-206 

Jim Furyk 71-64-71-206 

Joel Dahmen 69-71-67-207 

Patrick Reed 69-69-69-207 

Adam Scott 70-69-68-207 

Kevin Kisner 68-68-71-207 

Jhonattan Vegas 72-69-67-208 

Eddie Pepperell 72-68-68-208 

Justin Rose 74-66-68-208 

Tony Finau 69-71-68-208 

Bryson DeChambeau 70-69-69-208 

Vaughn Taylor 67-70-71-208 

Hideki Matsuyama 71-72-66-209 

Rickie Fowler 74-67-68-209 

Corey Conners 72-70-68-210 

Ryan Moore 67-74-69-210 

Tom Hope 69-71-70-210 

Lucas Bjerregaard 70-70-70-210 

Webb Simpson 70-70-70-210 

Byeong Hun An 66-71-73-210 

J.T. Poston 68-69-73 -210 

Ian Poulter 69-66-75-210 

Brian Gay 76-67-68-211 

Richy Werenski 72-71-68-211 

Nick Taylor 73-69-69-211 

Matt Kuchar 69-70-72 -211 

Russell Knox 70-68-73 -211 

RorySabbatinI 68-69-74-211 

Keith Mitchell 71-65-75-211 

Matt Wallace 69-73-70-212 

Michael Thompson 69-71-72 -212 

Billy Horschel 69-70-73-212 

Luke List 69-68-75-212 

Justin Thomas 71-72-70-213 

Bubba Watson 72-71-70-213 

Daniel Berger 75-68-70-213 

Denny McCarthy 69-72-72 -213 

Matthew Fitzpatrick 70-71-72 -213 

Tiger Woods 70-71-72 -213 

Si Woo Kim 73-68-72 -213 

Brice Garnett 71-69-73-213 

Martin Kaymer 71-69-73 -213 

Sergio Garcia 69-70-74-213 

Sung Kang 73-66-74-213 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Assigned RHP 
Juan Minaya outright to Charlotte (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned RHP 
Cody Anderson to Columbus (IL). 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
John Curtiss and LHP Williams Jerez to 
Salt Lake (PCD. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Optioned RHP 
Tyler Duffey to Rochester (IL). Reassigned 
RHP Chase De Jong to minor league 


____- Optione- . 

Higashioka to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Released 
LHP Matt Marksberry and RHP Shane 
Watson. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned RHPs Duane 
Underwood Jr., James Norwood and Row¬ 
an Wick to Iowa (PCD. Reassigned LHP 
Mike Zagurski; Cs Francisco Arcia and P.J. 
Higgins; RHPs Christian Bergman, Matt 
Carasiti, George Kontos and Dakota Me- 
kkes; INFs Ryan Court, Phillip Evans, Trent 
Giambrone and Zack Short; and INF/OF 
Jim Adduci to minor league camp. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Reassigned 
RHP Matt Pierpont, LHP Ben Bowden, C 
Dom Nunez and INFs Bret Boswell, Brian 
Mundell and Brendan Rodgers to minor 
league camp. 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP Eric 
Hanhold to minor league camp. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Optioned 3B 
Mitch Walding to Lehigh Valley (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Re assigned 
LHP Hunter Cervenka, C Jeremy Martinez, 
INF Max Schrock and OF Randy Arozarena 
to minor league camp. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Signed OL Max 
Garcia to a one-year contract. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Agreed to terms 
with TE Logan Paulsen on a one-year con- 

BUFFALO BILLS - Signed OL LaAdrian 
Waddle to a one-year contract. 

DENVER BRONCOS - Re signed DL 
Zach Kerr to a two-year contract. 

DETROIT LIONS - Agreed to terms with 
CB Marcus Cooper on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Signed WR 
Chris Conley and OT Cedric Ogbuehi. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Released OT Don¬ 
ald Penn. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Agreed to 
terms with OL Earl Watford. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled G Colton 
Point from Idaho (ECHL) to Texas (AHL). 

LDS ANGELES KINGS - Signed F Akil 
Thomas to a three-year contract. 

COLLEGE 

TULANE - Fired men’s basketball 
coach Mike Dunleavy. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Iowa State stops Kansas in Big 12 final 



Orlin Wagner /AP 


Iowa State guard Lindell Wigginton, right, who led his team with 17 points, celebrates with teammates 
following the Cyclone’s 78-66 win over No. 17 Kansas for the Big 12 Tournament title. 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Lindell 
Wigginton found his way to Iowa 
State from Canada, Marial Shay- 
ok took a detour through the Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia, and Michael 
Jacobson started his career at the 
University of Nebraska. 

Three players from three very 
different backgrounds now have 
something in common: a title. 

The trio helped the fifth-seed¬ 
ed Cyclones race to a big early 
lead against No. 17 Kansas on 
Saturday night, then contributed 
to enough crucial stops down the 
stretch, preserving a 78-66 vic¬ 
tory over the Jayhawks in the Big 
12 Tournament finale at Sprint 
Center. 

“When you do something spe¬ 
cial, you win a championship, 
you got a connection for the rest 
of your life,” said Cyclones coach 
Steve Prohm. 

“Hopefully this is just step 
one. We’ll enjoy this for a while, 
figure out where we’re going for 
the NCAA Tournament and then 
we’ll focus on that.” 

Wigginton finished with 17 
points, Shayok had 15 on his way 
to winning tournament MVP, and 
Jacobson finished with 14 for the 
Cyclones (23-11), who became 
the lowest-seeded team to win 
the conference tournament. They 
also improved to 2-0 against Kan¬ 
sas (25-9) in the finals. 


“I think it was our best team win 
of the year because it was gritty,” 
said Shayok, who like Jacobson 
sat out last season after transfer¬ 
ring. “Everybody stepped up.” 

Dedric Lawson had 18 points 
and Devon Dotson added 17 for 
the third-seeded Jayhawks, whose 
last chance to win some hard¬ 


ware will be the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment. Their run of 14 consecutive 
regular-season crowns ended last 
weekend, and they failed to de¬ 
fend their Big 12 Tournament 
title. 

“The way we competed, we 
showed some signs where we re¬ 
ally wanted to win this game,” 


Dotson said. “But they hit some 
tough shots. We were missing 
some of our easy shots we usually 
make.” 

Meanwhile, the Cyclones made 
a tremendous about-face during 
their stay in Kansas City. 

They arrived having lost five 
of their last six regular-season 


games, and looked rudderless in 
losses to Texas and lowly West 
Virginia. But beginning with a 
blowout of Baylor and continuing 
with a quarterfinal win over reg¬ 
ular-season champ Kansas State, 
the Cyclones found their stride. 

The Jayhawks, still looking for 
their own, were fortunate to trail 
32-22 at halftime. 

Lawson, who had 24 points 
in the semifinals, was 2-for-ll 
from the field. Marcus Garrett 
was O-for-6 from the floor and 1- 
for-4 from the foul line. Quentin 
Grimes was O-for-4 from beyond 
the arc after hitting five three- 
pointers in his team’s win over the 
Mountaineers on Friday night. 

All told, the Jayhawks shot 27.8 
percent from the field and missed 
all nine of their three-point at¬ 
tempts in the first half They also 
were just 2-for-8 from the free- 
throw line. 

Iowa State had its own trouble 
on the offensive end of the floor, 
getting five shots swatted into the 
seats. But the Cyclones were ef¬ 
fective at getting to the rim, and 
easy layups by Wigginton and Ty- 
rese Haliburton allowed them to 
take control. 

Their lead swelled to 41-24 
early in the second half And even 
when the Jayhawks managed to 
nip into it, they would inevitably 
miss an open layup or throw the 
ball away. 


Williamson 
leads Duke 
past FSU 
for ACC title 

By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Zion Williamson 
remembers crying in his mother’s arms 
after suffering a knee sprain that would 
sideline him for nearly six full games 
and threaten fifth-ranked Duke’s title 
potential. 

Less than a month later, Williamson was 
standing amid fallen confetti, raising an 
Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament 
championship trophy and cutting down a 
strand of net while sporting the widest of 
smiles. 

This was a moment that Williamson 
fought so hard to make it back for. 

Williamson had 21 points in Duke’s 73- 
63 victory over No. 12 Florida State on Sat¬ 
urday night in the championship game to 
complete his dominating three-game show. 
And with Williamson back and healthy, the 
Blue Devils are charging into the NCAA 
Tournament. 

“For people who said I shouldn’t return,” 
Williamson said during the trophy presen¬ 
tation, “I couldn’t abandon my brothers 
and coaches like that.” 

The Blue Devils (29-5) won their 21st 
tournament title for yet another trophy 
in an already-record haul. Williamson 
became only the sixth freshman in the 



Nell Redmond/AP 


Duke’s Zion Williamson scored 21 points 
and was the first freshman to be named 
MVP of the ACC Tournament in 12 years. 

event’s 66-year history to win MVP honors 
and the first in a dozen years after averag¬ 
ing 27 points and 10 rebounds while mak¬ 
ing 33 of 43 shots in the three games. 

“My teammates and my coaches, they 
never rushed me back,” Williamson said. 
“I could’ve come back a few games ago, but 
I wouldn’t have been myself So they sat 
me down and said ‘Get in better condition.’ 
That’s what I did. ... I feel like I’m back to 
normal.” 

All four of Duke’s top-tier freshmen hit 
double figures. RJ Barrett added 17 points 
and nine rebounds, while Tre Jones had 
his own strong outing with 18 points and 
six assists. 

Duke shot 58 percent after halftime to 
turn a 36-all score into a 14-point lead by 
midway through the half 

Mfiondu Kabengele scored 14 points for 
the Seminoles (27-7). 


Villanova sneaks past 
Seton Hall in Big East 


By Ralph D. Russo 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Phil Booth entered the New York 
Knicks’ locker room — only the best for the defend¬ 
ing champs at Madison Square Garden — wearing 
a net around his neck. The senior guard stopped 
at every locker to give each Villanova teammate a 
hand clap and a bro hug. 

Booth has been at Villanova for five years and 
won two national titles. The Wildcats have played 
in the last five Big East Tournament championship 
games, winning four, and Booth has been around for 
all of it. 

This certainly isn’t the best team he’s been a part of, 
but it can boast an unprecedented accomplishment. 

With Booth (16 points) and fellow senior Eric Pas- 
chall (17 points) leading the way, the 25th-ranked 
and top-seeded Wildcats became the first school to 
win three consecutive Big East Tournaments, hold¬ 
ing off Seton Hall 74-72 on Saturday night. 

Seton Hall star Myles Powell, guarded closely by 
Booth, missed a three-pointer in the closing seconds 
that could have won it. Booth was called for traveling 
as he tried to corral the rebound, however, and the 
Pirates got one more chance with 0.4 seconds left. 
Anthony Nelson’s long inbounds lob bounced off the 
backboard and was slapped away by the Wildcats 
(25-9), who got to party at the Garden yet again. 

“This one is special, very special. This team has 
taught me so much,” Booth said during the post¬ 
game ceremonies at center court. “These young 
dudes are like a fresh breath of air for me, being 
around them.” 

Powell scored 25 points to cap a spectacular three 
days in Manhattan for the high-scoring guard. He 
totaled 78 points, but needed three more. 


By the numbers 


3 

Villanova became the first 
men’s basketball team to 
win three consecutive Big 
East Tournaments when it 
defeated Seton Hall 74-72 
on Saturday in New York. 

4 

Teams other than 
Villanova that have 
won two consecutive 
Big East Tournaments: 
Georgetown (1984-85); 
Connecticut (1988-89); 
Syracuse (2005-06); and 
Louisville (2012-2013). 
The conference tournament 
began in 1980. 


SOURCE: Big East Conference 
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Conference tournament roundup 

Vermont denies UMBC chance at repeat 



Austin Anthony,Daily News/AP 


Western Kentucky guard Taveion Hollingsworth attempts a shot while guarded by Old Dominion center 
Elbert Robinson III on Saturday during the Conference USA tournament title game in Frisco, Texas. 


Associated Press 

BURLINGTON, Vt.—Vermont 
learned from its loss last year on 
its home floor to Maryland-Balti- 
more County in the America East 
Tournament title game — a result 
that paved the way for an even 
bigger win by UMBC. 

Anthony Lamb scored 28 
points, and Vermont beat UMBC 
66-49 on Saturday to win the 
America East championship and 
earn an NCAA Tournament bid. 

It was the seventh confer¬ 
ence title overall and second in 
three years for the Catamounts 
(27-6), who got their revenge on 
the anniversary of 16th-seeded 
UMBC’s shocking upset of top- 
seeded Virginia in last year’s 
NCAA Tournament. 

“I’m impressed how well we 
grew over the season and today 
was a full team effort,” Vermont 
coach John Becker said. “These 
games are surreal because of the 
crowd and noise. We were tough¬ 
er this year because of that game. 
We had a lot of young guys, so 
credit our new leadership.” 

Lamb, the America East player 
of the year, was named the tour¬ 
nament’s Most Outstanding Play¬ 
er. He went 8-for-16 from the field 
and had nine rebounds, and he 
led a strong defensive effort from 
the Catamounts, who held the Re¬ 
trievers to 34-percent shooting. 

Stef Smith added 17 points for 
Vermont and Ben Shungu scored 
nine, all in the second half K.J. 
Jackson led UMBC (21-13) with 
15 points, and Arkel Lamar had 
eight points and 11 rebounds. 

Lamb hit back-to-back three- 
pointers early in the second half 
to start an 11-0 run that put Ver¬ 
mont ahead 39-22. 

Both teams got off to slow starts. 
UMBC missed its first six field- 
goal attempts and hit only five of 
its first 16, while Vermont was 7- 
for-21, missing its first six three- 
point attempts. Lamb scored 12 of 
Vermont’s first 18 points and had 
19 by halftime, when the Cata¬ 
mounts led 28-20. 

“This year the script was 
flipped after a year ago,” UMBC 
coach Ryan Odom said. “Hats off 
to Vermont today. Our offense 
today left a lot to be desired — 
give them credit for a lot of that. 
Lamb had a dynamite game. He’s 
tremendous.” 

N.C. Central 50, Norfolk State 

47: Zacarry Douglas scored all 
10 of his points during a 25-6 sec¬ 
ond-half run and North Carolina 
Central won its third consecutive 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
tournament with a win against 
top-seeded host Norfolk State. 

The Eagles (18-15) earned 
another trip to the NCAA Tour¬ 
nament despite missing nine of 
their last 10 shots and not scoring 
for the final 4:03. 

Mastadi Pitt scored 14 points 
and C.J. Kelly 13 for Norfolk 
State (21-13). The Spartans had a 
last chance to tie, but after taking 
a timeout with 8.8 seconds left, 
they had to settle for a heavily 
contested desperation heave by 


Pitt at the buzzer. 

Prairie View A&M 92, Texas 
Southern 86: Gary Blackston 
and Dennis Jones scored 17 
points apiece to lead six Prairie 
View A&M players in double fig¬ 
ures and the Panthers beat Texas 
Southern in the Southwestern 
Athletic Conference Tournament 
championship game at Birming¬ 
ham, Ala. 

Prairie View earned its second 
NCAA Tournament berth and 
first since 1998. 

Gerard Andrus had 12 points, 
Taishaun Johnson and Darius 
Williams scored 11 apiece and 
Devonte Patterson added 10 for 
the top-seeded Panthers (22-12), 
who have won 11 games in a row. 

Utah State 64, San Diego 
State 57: Sam Merrill scored 
24 points, going ll-for-12 from 
the free throw line and earning 
tournament MVP honors, as Utah 
State won its first Mountain West 
Conference championship at Las 
Vegas 

Utah State (28-6) scored the 
first 13 points of the second half 
to pull away after leading 34-32 at 
halftime. The Aggies, who joined 
the conference in 2013-14, were 
the No. 2 seeds after sharing the 
regular-season title with No. 14 
Nevada. 

Now the Aggies are off to the 
NCAA Tournament being led by 
first-year coach Craig Smith who 
came from South Dakota. 

No. 18 Buffalo 87, Bowling 
Green 73: Jeremy Harris scored 
31 points, C.J. Massinburg added 
17 and Buffalo won its fourth Mid¬ 
American Conference title in five 
years — and further stamped 
itself as a team capable of doing 
mgjor damage in March. 

The top-seeded Bulls (31-3), 
who dominated the MAC during 
the regular season, withstood a 
strong effort by the Falcons (22- 
12), one of three schools to beat 


them during the regular season. 

Buffalo’s five-year reign atop 
the league is unprecedented for 
the MAC, and the latest title only 
boosts a resume that should make 
the Bulls the highest ever seed¬ 
ed MAC team when the NCAA 
brackets are unveiled Sunday. 

Montana 68, Eastern Wash¬ 
ington 62: After going scoreless 
in the first half of the Big Sky 
Tournament championship game, 
Montana’s Ahmaad Rorie didn’t 
have much to say in the locker 
room at halftime. 

“I had my head down,” Rorie 
said. “I felt like we all wanted it 
so bad, but we just weren’t play¬ 
ing well.” 

In the second half, Rorie did all 
his talking on the court, sparking 
Montana to a comeback victory 
for its second straight title. 

Rorie, who hit several key shots 
late to finish with 11 points, played 
gritty defense down the stretch 
and earned tourney MVP honors. 
He scored a season-high 28 points 
in the semifinals against Weber 
State and 17 against Sacramento 
State in the quarterfinals. 

Montana (26-8), which lost 
to Michigan 61-47 in last year’s 
NCAA Tournament, was led of¬ 
fensively by Sayeed Pridgett with 
18 points. Donaven Dorsey and 
Michael Oguine each scored 12 
points for the Grizzlies. 

Old Dominion 62, Western 
Kentucky 56: Xavier Green and 
Ahmad Caver wore winners’ bas¬ 
ketball nets as necklaces in Fris¬ 
co, Texas. 

Green scored 14 of his 16 points 
in the second half to lead Old Do¬ 
minion in the Conference USA 
Tournament championship. 

Top-seeded Old Dominion 
(26-8), the eighth-stingiest scor¬ 
ing defense in the latest NCAA 
statistics (61.2 points per game), 
won three tournament games by 
a total of nine points to earn its 


first NCAA Tournament berth 
since 2011. 

Senior Caver scored 10 points 
and had nine assists. 

The Monarchs’ biggest lead 
Saturday was seven points. 

New Mexico State 89, Grand 
Canyon 57: Grand Canyon coach 
Dan M^erle said his Antelopes 
ran out of gas in Las Vegas. 

New Mexico State junior Trev- 
elin Queen said the Aggies were 
all gas and no brakes. 

Queen fueled the Aggies’ of¬ 
fense by scoring 27 points to lead 
New Mexico State to its third 


straight Western Athletic Confer¬ 
ence Tournament championship 
and NCAA Tournament berth. 

“My role on the team is to 
bring energy, and stay positive 
and bring my teammates up,” 
said Queen, who finished 9-for-15 
from the field, including 6-for-ll 
from three-point range. “Every 
shot I shot, it just touched me. I 
almost cried on the court after 
every shot.” 

Abilene Christian 77, New 
Orleans 60: Jaylen Franklin 
couldn’t hide his emotions after 
Abilene Christian’s climb to its 
first NCAA Tournament was 
complete. 

Jaren Lewis had 20 points and 
six rebounds, Franklin added 16 
points and six assists, and the 
Wildcats won the Southland Con¬ 
ference championship. 

Following the final buzzer, 
Lewis and Franklin hugged and 
Franklin cried, while Abilene 
Christian coach Joe Golding ran 
around looking for someone to 
hug. 

UC Irvine 92, CS Fullerton 64: 

UC Irvine coach Russell Turner 
told his team throughout the 
week that he didn’t want to leave 
any doubt that they were the best 
team in the Big West Conference 
this season. 

The Anteaters showed that and 
then some as they dominated Cal 
State Fullerton. The 28-point 
margin is the largest in a Big 
West title game. 

The Anteaters (30-5) are head¬ 
ed to the NCAA Tournament for 
the second time in school history. 
Their previous trip was in 2015. 

Max Hazzard and Collin Welp 
led UC Irvine with 23 points 
apiece as it made 61.8 percent of 
its shots from the field. 
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John Locher/AP 


Oregon’s Will Richardson, left, and Ehab Amin guard Washington’s Noah Dickerson during the final of 
the Pac-12 tournament on Saturday in Las Vegas. The Ducks won 68-48. 


Oregon rolls to Pac-12 title 

Ducks just 2nd team to win 4 games in 4 days at Pac-12 tourney 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Oregon was the Pac-12’s pre¬ 
season favorite, yet did not play like it through most 
of the season. The Ducks were inconsistent, lost 
their star freshman, had some ugly losses. 

After four days of dominating defense, the Ducks 
are going dancing again. 

Sparked by do-everything point guard Payton 
Pritchard, Oregon shut down Washington 68-48 Sat¬ 
urday night to become the second team to win four 
games in four days at the Pac-12 tournament. 

“In my 39 years in coaching. I’ve never seen a 
team grow up that much that fast,” Oregon coach 
Dana Altman said. 

The Ducks (23-12) had some dark days during the 
regular season, notably a home loss to Texas South¬ 
ern and an epic meltdown at home against UCLA. 
Freshman Bol Bol also went down with a season¬ 
ending foot injury, leaving Oregon without one of its 
best players. 

Instead of playing as the favorites, the Ducks ar¬ 
rived in Las Vegas needing to win four games in four 
days to clinch an NCAA Tournament berth. 

Sparked by a lineup change late in the regular sea¬ 
son, Oregon was clearly the best team on the floor 
all four days in Sin City, returning the NCAA Tour¬ 
nament after missing the field of 68 last season. 

The Ducks (23-12) capped it by holding Washing¬ 


ton to the lowest point total in championship game 
history and join Colorado in 2012 as the only teams 
to win four Pac-12 tournament games in four days. 

“Everyone kind of came together at the right 
time,” said Oregon’s Louis King, who had 15 points. 

Showing no signs of fatigue after three games in 
three days, sixth-seeded Ducks clamped down on 
Washington in the second half turning a close game 
into a 16-point lead. Pritchard led the charge up top 
with four steals and Kenny Wooten did his damage 
on the back line, blocking four shots while changing 
several others. 

“Game in game out, we just came prepared,” said 
Pritchard, named tournament MVP after finishing 
with 20 points, seven assists and six rebounds in the 
title game. “Fatigue never hit us.” 

The top-seeded Huskies (26-8) looked like the 
tired team, struggling against Oregon’s defensive 
pressure. 

Washington had a long scoring drought in the sec¬ 
ond half, shot 33 percent and went 5-for-23 from the 
three-point arc. The Huskies had no double-figure 
scorers and could have some anxious moments on 
Selection Sunday. 

“I thought we got decent shots. We got the ball 
where we wanted to get it and sometimes the ball 
just doesn’t fall,” Washington coach Mike Hopkins 
said. “We tried to be aggressive and tried to get to 
the foul line. That didn’t happen.” 


Dayton: School, community 
want to keep First Four local 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“At Texas Southern, instead 
of being a 16th seed. I’d rather 
be in the First Four every year,” 
he said. “You get there and they 
meet you at the hotel, they have a 
band playing, they have refresh¬ 
ments for you. Even when you 
leave, they treat you great.” 

The event, which takes place 
Tuesday and Wednesday, as¬ 
sures the city and the university 
a slice of the NCAA Tournament 
pie every year, at least through 
2022 when the current contract 
expires. 

Dayton is the only city to host 
play-in games since the NCAA in¬ 
troduced the concept in 2001. And 
with growing competition around 
the country to host lucrative 
NCAA events, the university and 
community want to hang onto the 
First Four. The private school is 
finishing $72 million of upgrades 
at the 50-year-old arena this year, 
just in time for the beginning of 
the bid process for the next four- 
year contract. Last time. Day- 
ton was chosen over Detroit and 
Evansville, Ind. 

“It’s going to be hard to beat 
them,” acknowledged the NCAA’s 
David Worlock. “They are very 
good at it.” 

Part of the reason is location. 

At the interchange of two 
mgjor highways — 1-70 and 1-75 
— and with a good-sized airport, 
Dayton is easy to get to and situ¬ 
ated within 600 miles of half the 
country’s population. Worlock, 
the media coordinator for March 
Madness, said that’s critical to 
the NCAA, which has to start ar¬ 
ranging transportation and hotel 
rooms for the teams immediately 
after brackets are announced on 
Sunday. 

And people who live here turn 
out for the games, no matter who’s 
playing. 

“They may pick a side some¬ 
times, but they really cheer for 
both teams,” Davis said. “It’s a 
classy, classy crowd.” 

University of Dayton basket¬ 
ball has attracted keen crowds 
since the 1950s, and the school 
perennially ranks in the top 25 
in the nation in average home at¬ 
tendance. The Dayton broadcast 
market is the 64th largest in the 
country but is a top 10 market for 
college basketball on TV. 


Did you know 

University of 
Dayton basketball 
has attracted 
keen crowds 
since the 1950s, 
and the school perennially 
ranks in the top 25 in the 
nation in average home 
attendance. The Dayton 
broadcast market is the 
64th largest in the country 
but is a top 10 market for 
college basketball on TV. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

UD Arena secured the play-in 
game when the field was expand¬ 
ed to 65 teams in 2001 by virtue of 
already being an opening-round 
site that year. That started a tra¬ 
dition. The single game stayed for 
10 years, and in 2011 the play-in 
field was expanded to four teams. 

An international spotlight 
shone on the building in 2012 
when President Barack Obama 
decided to bring then-British 
Prime Minister David Cameron 
to the opening night of the First 
Four. 

For a metro area of around 
800,000 often overshadowed by 
nearby Columbus and Cincin¬ 
nati, the First Four is one of the 
most important events of the 
year for exposure and tourism 
revenue. Dayton officials say the 
local economy benefits from $4.5 
million in direct spending every 
year. It’s also become an econom¬ 
ic development tool, with officials 
wining and dining business cli¬ 
ents and corporate site selectors 
at the games. 

“To really have a focus on an 
event of this scale that comes to 
Dayton, Ohio, is something that’s 
very, very important to us,” said 
Jacquelyn Powell of the conven¬ 
tion and visitors bureau. “NCAA 
men’s basketball is one of the 
world’s most-watched sporting 
events, and the fact that the First 
Four is held here every year is 
something we are extremely 
proud of” 
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Spurs guard Marco Belinelli, left, passes the ball around Portland 
Trail Blazers center Enes Kanter during the first half of Saturday’s 
game in San Antonio. The Spurs won 108-103 


Roundup 


Spurs extend win 
streak to eight 


Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — DeMar 
DeRozan scored 21 points and the 
San Antonio Spurs extended their 
winning streak to eight games 
with a 108-103 victory Saturday 
night over the Portland Trail 
Blazers, who lost C.J. McCollum 
to a left leg injury. 

Damian Lillard scored 34 
points for Portland, which had 
won three straight. 

McCollum exited under assis¬ 
tance with 7:03 remaining in the 
third quarter. He remained on the 
court for a few minutes clutching 
his left leg in great pain after tum¬ 
bling out of bounds when his driv¬ 
ing layup was blocked by Jakob 
Poeltl. McCollum appeared to 
roll his left ankle but was clutch¬ 
ing his shin. There was no word 
on his status. 

Warriors 110, Thunder 88: 

Stephen Curry scored 33 points 
to help Golden State roll past host 
Oklahoma City and clinch a play¬ 
off berth. 

Klay Thompson scored 23 
points and DeMarcus Cousins 
added 12 points, eight rebounds 
and six assists for the Warriors, 
who played without Kevin Durant 
for a second straight game be¬ 
cause of a sprained right ankle. 


Suns 138, Pelicans 136 (OT): 

Josh Jackson hit a tying three- 
pointer with 2 seconds left in over¬ 
time, New Orleans was assessed 
a technical foul when it called a 
timeout it didn’t have and Devin 
Booker hit the free throw to give 
visiting Phoenix the lead for good. 

Mavericks 121, Cavaliers 
116: At Dallas, Tim Hardaway 
Jr. scored 22 points, DirkNowitzki 
closed within three points of Wilt 
Chamberlain on the NBA scoring 
list and the Mavericks ended a 
seven-game losing streak. 

Nuggets 102, Pacers 100: 
Paul Millsap hit a left-handed 
layup with 7 seconds remaining, 
Nikola Jokic scored 26 points be¬ 
fore being ejected in the fourth 
quarter for arguing and host Den¬ 
ver moved to the verge of its first 
playoff spot since 2012-13. 

Jazz 114, Nets 98: Donovan 
Mitchell scored 24 points, Rudy 
Gobert added 23 points and 17 re¬ 
bounds, and Utah beat Brooklyn 
in Salt Lake City. 

Celtics 129, Hawks 120: Jay- 
len Brown scored 23 points with 
a key three-pointer and Boston 
held off visiting Atlanta. 

Wizards 135, Grizzlies 128: 
Bradley Beal scored 40 points for 
the second straight night and host 
Washington beat Memphis. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


x-Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 


13 56 .188 

Southeast Division 

32 36 .471 


Miami 
Orlando 
Charlotte 
Washington 
Atlanta 24 46 .343 

Centrai Divjsion 

x-Milwaukee 
Indiana 
Detroit 
Chicago 
Cleveland 


31 37 .456 


17 .754 - 

44 26 .629 SVi 

35 33 .515 16'/2 

19 51 .271 33'/2 

17 53 .243 35'/2 


40 29 

32 37 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet 

Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Dallas 
Memphis 

Denver 
Portland 
Oklahoma City 
Utah 

Minnesota 

Pacific Division 

x-Golden State 47 21 

LA. Clippers 40 30 

Sacramento 33 35 

L.A. Lakers 31 38 

Phoenix 17 54 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Friday’s games 
Charlotte 116, Washington 110 
Detroit 111, L.A. Lakers 97 
Philadelphia 123, Sacramento 114 
Houston 108, Phoenix 102 
Milwaukee 113, Miami 98 
Portland 122, New Orleans 110 
San Antonio 109, New York 83 
L.A. Clippers 128, Chicago 121 
Saturday’s games 
Boston 129, Atlanta 120 
Phoenix 138, New Orleans 136, OT 
Washington 135, Memphis 128 
Dallas 121, Cleveland 116 
Golden State 110, Oklahoma City 88 
San Antonio 108, Portland 103 
Denver 102, Indiana 100 
Utah 114, Brooklyn 98 

Sunday’s games 
L.A. Lakers at New York 
Charlotte at Miami 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
Toronto at Detroit 
Atlanta at Orlando 
Chicago at Sacramento 
Brooklyn at L.A. Clippers 
Minnesota at Houston 

Monday’s games 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Utah at Washington 
Denver at Boston 
New York at Toronto 
Golden State at San Antonio 
Miami at Oklahoma City 
New Orleans at Dallas 
Chicago at Phoenix 
Indiana at Portland 

Tuesday’s games 
Philadelphia at Charlotte 
Houston at Atlanta 
Golden State at Minnesota 
L.A. Lakers at Milwaukee 
Brooklyn at Sacramento 
Indiana at L.A. Clippers 

Leaders 


14 


66 607 
57 535 
65 626 
50 508 
57 509 


Harden, HOU 
George, OKC 
Curry, GOL 
Durant, GOL 
James, LAL 
Embiid, PHL 
Antetokounmpo, MIL64 634 
Leonard, TOR 50 472 
Davis, NOR 54 516 

Beal, WAS 70 668 

Rebounds 
GOFF 

Drummond, DET 
Embiid, PHL 
Jordan, NYK 
Gobert, UTA 
Antetokounmpo, MIL64 146 
Capela, HOU 54 247 

Towns, MIN 
Davis, NOR 
Whiteside, MIA 
Vucevic, ORL 

A 

Westbrook, OKC 
Lowry, TOR 
James, LAL 
Simmons, PHL 
Young, ATL 
Holiday, NOR 
Harden, HOU 
Jokic, DEN 
Fox, SAC 
Irving, BOS 


FT PTS / 

644 2348 : 

402 1865 : 

234 1593 : 

409 1782 : 

250 1368 : 

461 1544 : 

425 1733 : 

316 1350 : 

341 1420 : 

309 1832 : 

DEF TOT AVG 


65 337 659 996 15.3 
57 142 6 
63 208 6 


634 776 
637 845 
626 893 


66 226 5 
54 167 4i 
59 227 4i 


12.0 

G AST AVG 

62 648 10.5 
56 507 9.1 

50 398 8.0 

68 532 7.8 

70 544 7.8 

67 518 7.7 

65 493 7.6 

67 506 7.6 

67 485 7.2 

58 414 7.1 


Saturday 

Mavericks 121, Cavaliers 116 

CLEVELAND - Osman 8-16 0-0 22, Love 
6-15 8-8 22, Zizic 4-5 3-3 11, Sexton 10-17 

4- 5 28, Knight 2-6 0-0 5, Chriss 1-5 2-2 4, 
Nwaba 2-4 0-0 4, Stauskas 1-7 0-0 3, Clark¬ 
son 6-12 4-4 17. Totals 40-87 21-22 116. 

DALLAS - Finney-Smith 5-10 0-0 14, 
Nowitzki 5-13 2-4 14, Powell 8-10 0-1 16, 
Brunson 6-10 2-2 16, Hardaway Jr. 8-18 2-2 
22, Jackson 2-3 0-0 4, Kleber 5-11 5-5 18, 
Burke 5-9 0-0 11, Harris 2-6 2-2 6. Totals 
46-90 13-16 121. 

Cleveland 26 31 31 28-116 

Dallas 34 32 34 21-121 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 15-38 
(Osman 6-7, Sexton 4-7, Love 2-9, Knight 

1- 3, Clarkson 1-5, Stauskas 1-6, Chriss 0- 
1), Dallas 16-35 (Finney-Smith 4-6, Hard¬ 
away Jr. 4-9, Kleber 3-6, Brunson 2-2, 
Nowitzki 2-5, Burke 1-3, Jackson 0-1, Har¬ 
ris 0-3). Fouled Out—Powell. Rebounds— 
Cleveland 34 (Love 12), Dallas 40 (Kleber 
12). Assists—Cleveland 20 (Osman, Love, 
Sexton 4), Dallas 32 (Harris 9). Total 
FoulS-Cleveland 20, Dallas 22. A-20,347 
(19,200). 

Nuggets 102, Pacers 100 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 5-12 6-6 16, 
Young 8-15 0-0 18, Turner 3-9 9-11 15, 
Collison 7-12 2-3 17, Matthews 2-5 1-2 7, 
McDermott 2-4 0-0 5, Sabonis 6-10 4-8 16, 
Joseph 0-3 1-2 1, Evans 1-5 3-5 5. Totals 
34-75 26-37 100. 

DENVER - Barton 5-10 3-4 17, Millsap 

5- 11 5-7 15, Jokic 11-21 2-2 26, Murray 7-15 

2- 2 17, Harris 4-10 1-2 10, Craig 0-0 0-0 0, 
Hernangomez 0-1 0-0 0, Plumlee 2-4 0-3 4, 
Morris 1-4 0-0 2, Beasley 4-6 0-0 11. Totals 
39-82 13-20 102. 

Indiana 36 24 15 25-100 

Denver 25 32 22 23-102 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 6-24 
(Young 2-4, Matthews 2-5, Collison 1-1, 
McDermott 1-3, Evans 0-2, Turner 0-4, 
Bogdanovic 0-5), Denver 11-38 (Barton 

4-9, Beasley 3-5, Jokic 2-7, Harris 1-4, 
Murray 1-7, Plumlee 0-1, Morris 0-1, Her¬ 
nangomez 0-1, Millsap 0-3). Fouled Out— 
Plumlee. Rebounds—Indiana 41 (Young 
10), Denver 39 (Millsap 13). Assists—In¬ 
diana 20 (Matthews 5), Denver 27 (Jokic, 
Plumlee, Barton 5). Total Fouls—Indiana 
19, Denver 22. Technicals—Jokic 2. Eject- 
ed-Jokic. A-19,856 (19,520). 

Warriors 110, Thunder 88 

GOLDEN STATE - Iguodala 1-3 0-0 2, 
Green 3-6 0-0 9, Cousins 5-111-2 12, Curry 
10-23 8-10 33, Thompson 9-21 2-2 23, McK- 
innie 2-5 2-2 7, Bell 1-1 0-0 2, Jerebko 0-1 
2-2 2, Looney 1-2 2-4 4, Livingston 3-4 0-0 
6, Cook 3-5 0-0 8, Lee 0-0 0-0 0, Evans 1-1 
0-0 2. Totals 39-83 17-22 110. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 9-25 7-11 
29, Grant 4-11 0-0 11, Adams 4-7 1-4 9, 
Westbrook 2-16 3-4 7, Ferguson 1-5 0-0 2, 
Nader 1-4 0-0 3, Noel 1-2 1-2 3, Patterson 
0-0 0-0 0, Morris 3-7 0-0 8, Burton 0-3 1-2 
1, Schroder 6-14 0-0 15, Diallo 0-2 0-0 0. 
Totals 31-96 13-23 88. 

Golden State 40 24 23 23-110 

Oklahoma City 27 19 25 17- 88 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State 15- 
35 (Curry 5-12, Green 3-4, Thompson 3-8, 
Cook 2-4, McKinnie 1-2, Cousins 1-3, Iguo¬ 
dala 0-2), Oklahoma City 13-41 (George 

4- 12, Grant 3-6, Schroder 3-8, Morris 2-3, 
Nader 1-2, Ferguson 0-3, Westbrook 0-7). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Golden 
State 53 (Thompson, Cousins, Green 8), 
Oklahoma City 52 (George 13). Assists— 
Golden State 25 (Cousins, Green 6), 
Oklahoma City 18 (Westbrook 9). Total 
Fouls—Golden State 22, Oklahoma City 
18. Technicals—Golden State coach War¬ 
riors (Defensive three second). Cook, 
Westbrook. A-18,203 (18,203). 

Spurs 108, Trail Blazers 103 

PORTLAND - Harkless 5-9 1-1 11, 
Aminu 1-4 0-0 2, Nurkic 10-21 4-4 24, Lil¬ 
lard 13-29 5-5 34, McCollum 5-13 0-0 10, 
Layman 2-4 0-0 4, Kanter 0-2 0-0 0, Curry 
2-5 0-0 5, Turner 0-2 0-0 0, Hood 4-12 2-4 
13. Totals 42-101 12-14 103. 

SAN ANTONIO - DeRozan 6-14 9-10 
21, Aldridge 5-13 2-3 12, Poeltl 4-7 0-0 8, 
White 5-7 3-4 13, Forbes 4-9 1-1 11, Gay 

5- 10 1-2 13, Bertans 1-3 4-4 7, Mills 3-9 4-4 
12, Belinelli 4-7 2-2 11. Totals 37-79 26-30 
108. 

Portland 21 29 26 27-103 

San Antonio 23 25 24 36-108 

Three-Point Goals—Portland 7-28 
(Hood 3-7, Lillard 3-10, Curry 1-3, Layman 
0-1, Nurkic 0-1, Aminu 0-1, Harkless 0-2, 
McCollum 0-3), San Antonio 8-17 (Forbes 
2-3, Gay 2-3, Mills 2-5, Belinelli 1-2, Ber¬ 
tans 1-3, White 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Portland 51 (Nurkic 16), San 
Antonio 44 (DeRozan, Aldridge 8). As¬ 
sists—Portland 23 (Lillard, McCollum 5), 
San Antonio 17 (Mills 4). Total Fouls- 
Portland 22, San Antonio 14. Technicals- 
San Antonio coach Spurs (Defensive 
three second). A-18,354 (18,581). 


Jazz 114, Nets 98 

BROOKLYN - Harris 2-8 2-2 6, Kurucs 

3-4 0-0 8, J.AIIen 0-1 4-4 4, Russell 8-25 1- 
1 20, LeVert 3-12 0-0 6, Graham 1-5 0-0 3, 
Dudley 0-0 0-0 0, Carroll 2-9 0-0 5, Hollis- 
Jefferson 2-6 2-2 6, Williams 2-2 0-0 4, Da¬ 
vis 0-1 2-2 2, Dinwiddle 7-16 5-5 22, Pinson 
3-6 4-6 12. Totals 33-95 20-22 98. 

UTAH - Ingles 1-5 0-1 2, Favors 4-10 

5- 7 13, Gobert 9-12 5-10 23, Rubio 2-13 
8-8 12, Mitchell 9-21 2-2 24, Crowder 4-7 
1-1 12, O’Neale 0-2 0-0 0, Niang 4-5 0-0 10, 
Udoh 0-0 0-0 0, Neto 3-8 2-2 9, Korver 3-8 
0-0 9. Totals 39-91 23-31 114. 

Brooklyn 21 21 22 34- 98 

Utah 28 31 24 31-114 

Three-Point Goals—Brooklyn 12-36 
(Dinwiddle 3-6, Russell 3-7, Kurucs 2- 
3, Pinson 2-5, Graham 1-4, Carroll 1-5, 
J.AIIen 0-1, Harris 0-2, LeVert 0-3), Utah 
13-36 (Mitchell 4-7, Crowder 3-6, Korver 3- 

7, Niang 2-3, Neto 1-4, Favors 0-1, O’Neale 
0-2, Rubio 0-3, Ingles 0-3). Fouled Out- 
None. Rebounds—Brooklyn 44 (Davis 11), 
Utah 65 (Gobert 17). Assists—Brooklyn 
20 (LeVert, Russell 4), Utah 24 (Rubio 6). 
Total Fouls—Brooklyn 24, Utah 21. Tech¬ 
nicals—Dinwiddle. A—18,306 (18,306). 

Suns 138, Pelicans 136 (OT) 

PHOENIX - Oubre Jr. 12-25 6-7 32, 
Bender 6-9 0-1 13, Ayton 4-7 0-0 8, Melton 

3- 7 0-0 6, Booker 12-26 13-18 40, J.Jackson 

6- 11 5-6 19, Bridges 4-9 3-3 12, Spalding 

4- 5 0-1 8, Daniels 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 51-100 
27-36 138. 

NEW ORLEANS - Williams 4-8 0-0 
10, Davis 6-11 3-4 15, Randle 8-20 5-8 21, 
Payton 5-12 4-6 16, F.Jackson 4-13 3-4 14, 
S.Johnson 1-5 2-2 5, Miller 6-10 0-2 16, Di¬ 
allo 4-7 2-2 10, Okafor 5-7 5-9 15, Bertans 

1- 3 0-0 3, Clark 3-6 3-4 11. Totals 47-102 
27-41 136. 

Phoenix 34 32 23 33 16-138 

New Orleans 31 29 25 37 14-136 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 9-29 

(Booker 3-8, J.Jackson 2-3, Oubre Jr. 2- 

8, Bender 1-3, Bridges 1-4, Spalding 0-1, 
Melton 0-1, Daniels 0-1), New Orleans 
15-30 (Miller 4-6, F.Jackson 3-6, Payton 

2- 2, Williams 2-3, Clark 2-4, Bertans 1- 
2, S.Johnson 1-2, Diallo 0-1, Davis 0-1, 
Randle 0-3). Fouled Out—Bender. Re¬ 
bounds—Phoenix 48 (Melton 8), New Or¬ 
leans 57 (Payton 13). Assists—Phoenix 31 
(Booker 13), New Orleans 34 (Payton 16). 
Total Fouls—Phoenix 33, New Orleans 30. 
Technicals—Ayton 2, Oubre Jr., Payton, 
Randle, New Orleans coach Pelicans (Ex¬ 
cess timeout). A-17,641 (16,867). 

Wizards 135, Grizzlies 128 

MEMPHIS - Holiday 3-7 2-2 9, Cabocio 

1- 2 0-0 3, Valanciunas 10-17 2-2 22, Conley 
8-15 9-11 28, Bradley 9-17 0-0 21, Parsons 

6-10 2-3 16, Miles 0-4 0-0 0, Rabb 1-1 0-0 2, 
Noah 6-8 3-4 15, Wright 2-5 1-2 5, Dorsey 

2- 4 1-2 7. Totals 48-90 20-26 128. 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 3-8 1-2 8, Green 

6- 9 0-0 15, Portis 7-11 1-2 18, Satoransky 

3- 10 9-9 15, Beal 12-17 7-9 40, Brown Jr. 2-5 
1-2 5, Parker 6-13 7-9 20, Bryant 1-5 8-8 10, 
Randle 1-3 2-2 4. Totals 41-81 36-43 135. 

Memphis 37 34 32 25-128 

Washington 35 34 36 30-135 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 12-33 
(Conley 3-7, Bradley 3-9, Dorsey 2-3, 
Parsons 2-6, Holiday 1-2, Cabocio 1-2, 
Wright 0-2, Miles 0-2), Washington 17-35 
(Beal 9-12, Portis 3-5, Green 3-6, Parker 
1-3, Ariza 1-5, Bryant 0-2, Randle 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 
40 (Noah, Valanciunas 8), Washington 45 
(Parker 11). Assists—Memphis 35 (Con¬ 
ley 12), Washington 26 (Beal, Satoransky 
7). Total Fouls—Memphis 27, Washington 
21. Technicals—Memphis coach Griz¬ 
zlies (Defensive three second). A—19,750 
(20,356). 

Celtics 129, Hawks 120 

ATLANTA - Prince 5-13 4-4 17, Collins 

7- 19 6-9 20, Dedmon 2-10 1-1 5, Young 10- 
17 1-2 26, Huerter 4-13 0-0 10, Bembry 2-4 
0-0 4, Len 3-6 1-2 7, Carter 6-11 0-0 16, Ad¬ 
ams 1-1 0-0 3, Bazemore 3-6 6-6 12. Totals 
43-100 19-24 120. 

BOSTON - Tatum 7-15 4-4 18, Morris 
6-14 5-6 19, Horford 3-8 3-4 9, Irving 12- 
24 2-3 30, Smart 5-9 4-4 16, Hayward 0-0 
0-0 0, Brown 8-14 4-6 23, Oj'eleye 0-0 1-2 
1, TheiS 1-2 1-2 3, Baynes 1-2 2-2 5, Rozier 

1- 5 2-4 5. Totals 44-93 28-37 129. 

Atlanta 36 26 30 28-120 

Boston 43 31 31 24-129 

Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 15-40 
(Young 5-8, Carter 4-6, Prince 3-5, Huert¬ 
er 2-8, Adams 1-1, Len 0-2, Bazemore 0-2, 
Collins 0-3, Dedmon 0-5), Boston 13-36 
(Irving 4-10, Brown 3-5, Smart 2-6, Morris 

2- 6, Baynes 1-1, Rozier 1-4, Theis 0-1, Hor¬ 
ford 0-1, Tatum 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Atlanta 50 (Dedmon 13), Bos¬ 
ton 46 (Irving, Morris 11). Assists—At¬ 
lanta 27 (Collins 6), Boston 30 (Irving, 
Smart 9). Total Fouls—Atlanta 25, Boston 
21. Technicals—Atlanta coach Hawks 
(Defensive three second). A—18,624 
(18,624). 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


x-Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Montreal 

Florida 

Buffalo 

Detroit 

Ottawa 


Atlantic Division 
-- ■ OT Pts GF GA 

4 114 283 190 

9 95 216 185 

5 91 259 216 

■ 81 212 212 


72 55 13 
72 43 20 
72 43 24 
72 37 28 
71 32 27 

71 30 32 

72 25 37 
72 25 41 


Metropoiitan Divi 


Washington 
N.Y. Islanders 71 41 23 
Pittsburgh 72 39 24 
Carolina 71 39 25 
Columbus 72 40 28 
Philadelphia 71 34 29 
N.Y. Rangers 72 28 31 
New Jersey 72 27 36 


Western Conference 



Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Chicago 

Colorado 

Calgary 
San Jose 

Arizona 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 


Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

.3 243 211 


73 41 27 
71 37 27 

71 37 29 

72 34 30 
71 32 30 

71 30 29 
Pacific Division 

72 ‘ 


5 87 219 195 

7 81 204 194 

" 79 179 175 

76 197 211 

73 241 260 

72 226 223 


7 


95 256 206 
94 258 222 
83 214 197 
78 195 200 
71 201 231 
68 193 221 
67 170 225 
58 168 227 
point 


_ 43 21 

71 39 27 

72 36 30 
71 32 32 
71 29 32 

73 29 35 

_ 71 25 38 

Note: Two points for a ___ 

for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs, 
x-clinched playoff spot 
Friday's games 
Columbus 3, Carolina 0 
Toronto 7, Philadelphia 6 
Vegas 2, Dallas 1 
Anaheim 5, Colorado 3 
Calgary 5, N.Y. Rangers 1 
New Jersey 3, Vancouver 2, SO 
Saturday’s games 
Detroit 2, N.Y. Islanders 1 
St. Louis 5, Pittsburgh 1 
Florida 4, Los Angeles 3 
Boston 2, Columbus 1, OT 
Tampa Bay 6, Washington 3 
Carolina 4, Buffalo 2 
Chicago 2, Montreal 0 
Ottawa 6, Toronto 2 
Winnipeg 2, Calgary 1 
Minnesota 5, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Edmonton 3, Arizona 2, OT 
Nashville 4, San Jose 2 

Sunday’s games 
New Jersey at Colorado 
St. Louis at Buffalo 
N.Y. Islanders at Minnesota 
Vancouver at Dallas 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh 
Florida at Anaheim 
Edmonton at Vegas 

Monday’s games 
Arizona at Tampa Bay 
Vancouver at Chicago 
Vegas at San Jose 
Winnipeg at Los Angeles 
Tuesday’s games 
Pittsburgh at Carolina 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers 
Boston vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau 
Veterans Memorial Coliseum 
Washington at New Jersey 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Edmonton at St. Louis 
Toronto at Nashville 
Florida at Dallas 
Columbus at Calgary 


Saturday 

Predators 4, Sharks 2 

Nashville 1 1 2-4 

San Jose 0 2 0—2 

First Period—1, Nashville, Sissons 13 
(Jarnkrok, Smith), 1:07. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Meier 27 
(Ryan, Pavelski), 4:09. 3, Nashville, Ar- 
vidsson 30 (Forsberg), 4:33. 4, San Jose, 
Thornton 15 (Vlasic, Burns), 17:36. 

Third Period—5, Nashville, Forsberg 
25 (Johansen, Irwin), 7:02. 6, Nashville, 
Arvidsson 31 (Bonino), 18:54. 

Shots on Goal-Nashville 14-6-10-30. 
San Jose 10-11-5-26. 

Power-play opportunities—N ash vi 11 e 
0 of 2; San Jose 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Nashville, Saros 16-9-2 (26 
shots-24 saves). San Jose, Jones 34-15-5 
(29-26). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:26. 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


Boston Bruins center Patrice 
Bergeron celebrates his goal on 
Saturday during a 2-1 overtime 
win against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets in Boston. 


Wild 5, Rangers 2 

N.Y. Rangers 1 0 1-2 

Minnesota 2 1 2—5 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Donato 9 
(Aberg), 4:40. 2, N.Y. Rangers, Zibanejad 
28 (Shattenkirk), 6:00. 3, Minnesota, Do¬ 
nato 10 (Kunin, Zucker), 16:05. 

Second Period—4, Minnesota, E.Staal 
20, 4:51. 

Third Period—5, Minnesota, Spurgeon 
13 (Parise, Fiala), 6:06 (pp). 6, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Buchnevich 17 (Skjei, DeAngelo), 

8:56. 7, Minnesota, Brown 3 (Foligno, 

Fehr), 17:25. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 11-6-11— 
28. Minnesota 18-14-15-47. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 2; Minnesota 1 of 3. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 18- 
19-10 (45 shots-41 saves). Minnesota, 
Dubnyk 28-24-6 (28-26). 

A-18,844 (18,064). T-2:36. 


Lightning 6, Capitals 3 

Washington 1 1 1-3 

Tampa Bay 3 0 3—6 

First Period—1, Tampa Bay, Johnson 
26 (Kucherov, Point), 8:35. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Killorn 14, 10:33. 3, Washington, Carlson 
12 (Kuznetsov), 12:06. 4, Tampa Bay, Kil¬ 
lorn 15 (Cirelli, Joseph), 15:56. 

Second Period—5, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 47 (Carlson, Oshie), 7:33 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Tampa Bay, Cernak 4 
(McDonagh, Palat), 2:45. 7, Washington, 
Ovechkin 48 (Orlov, Connolly), 12:56. 8, 
Tampa Bay, Killorn 16 (Kucherov), 19:13. 
9, Tampa Bay, Gourde 19 (Fiedman, Erne), 
19:58. 

Shots on Goal-Washington 9-13-12- 
34. Tampa Bay 16-5-14-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 1 of 4; Tampa Bay 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Washington, Fioltby 27-18-4 
(33 shots-29 saves). Tampa Bay, Vasilevs- 
kiy 34-8-4 (34-31). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:40. 


Senators 6, Maple Leafs 2 

Toronto 0 1 1—2 

Ottawa 1 3 2-6 

First Period—1, Ottawa, Ceci 6 (Veron- 
neau, Wolanin), 6:36. 

Second Period—2, Ottawa, Gibbons 5 
(DeMelo, Boedker), 6:48.3, Toronto, Rielly 
20 (Tavares), 12:33. 4, Ottawa, Paajarvi 8 
(Tierney, Balcers), 13:51. 5, Ottawa, Paa- 
j’arvi 9 (Borowiecki, Smith), 18:50. 

Third Period—6 , Toronto, Tavares 40 
(Nylander, Matthews), 5:13 (pp). 7, Ot¬ 
tawa, Duclair 14 (Harpur, Smith), 8:36. 8, 
Ottawa, Lindberg 8 (Smith, Ceci), 14:21. 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 10-9-18—37. 
Ottawa 17-13-14-44. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 1 
of 3; Ottawa 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Sparks 7-7-1 (44 
shots-38 saves). Ottawa, Nilsson 13-17-1 
(37-35). 

A-18,607 (18,572). T-2:25. 


Oilers 3, Coyotes 2 (OT) 

Edmonton 1 1 0 1—3 

Arizona 110 0—2 

First Period—1, Edmonton, McDavid 35 
(Russell, Chiasson), 3:38 (sh). 2, Arizona, 
Galchenyuk 16 (Chychrun, Ekman-Lars- 
son), 18:24 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Edmonton, Banning 
5 (McDavid, DraisaitI), 4:52. 4, Arizona, 
Galchenyuk 17 (Garland, Cousins), 5:04. 

Third Period—None. 

Overtime—5, Edmonton, McDavid 36 
(Klefbom), 0:58. 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 4-12-7-2— 
25. Arizona 11-12-7-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 3; Arizona 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Koskinen 22-16-4 
(30 shots-28 saves). Arizona, Kuemper 
24-16-6 (25-22). 

A-15,016 (17,125). T-2:32. 


Hurricanes 4, Sabres 2 

Buffalo 10 1-2 

Carolina 1 2 1—4 

First Period—1, Buffalo, Skinner 37 
(Hunwick, Reinhart), 2:18. 2, Carolina, 
Wallmark 9 (Pesce, Martinook), 13:52. 

Second Period—3, Carolina, Svech- 
nikov 18 (Aho, Teravainen), 1:07. 4, Caro¬ 
lina, Williams 21 (Faulk, Niederreiter), 
17:09. 

Third Period—5, Carolina, Staal 7 
(Hamilton, Ferland), 15:46. 6, Buffalo, Gir- 
gensons 4 (Larsson, Montour), 18:59. 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 7-13-17-37. 
Carolina 11-12-6-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 2; Carolina 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Ullmark 14-12-4 (29 
shots-25 saves). Carolina, McElhinney 
18-8-2 (37-35). 

A-15,171 (18,680). T-2:21. 


Biackhawks 2 , Canadians 0 


Chicago 0 1 1—2 

Montreal 0 0 0-0 

Second Period—1, Chicago, Murphy 4 
(Strome, DeBrincat), 3:04. 

Third Period—2, Chicago, Perlini 13 
(DeBrincat, Koekkoek), 4:49. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 11-8-5—24. 
Montreal 13-17-18-48. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0 
of 2; Montreal 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Chicago, Crawford 12-15-2 
(48 shots-48 saves). Montreal, Price 29- 
22-5 (24-22). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:24. 


Panthers 4, Kings 3 

Florida 1 1 2-4 

Los Angeles 1 0 2—3 

First Period—1, Florida, Hoffman 33 
(Yandle, Borgstrom), 4:10 (pp). 2, Los 
Angeles, D.Brown 18 (Kopitar, Doughty), 
7:35 (pp). 

Second Period—3, Florida, Dadonov 23 
(Barkov, Matheson), 4:04. 

Third Period—4, Los Angeles, Leipsic 7 
(Carter, Roy), 1:05. 5, Los Angeles, Kopi¬ 
tar 20 (Martinez, D.Brown), 9:44. 6, Flor¬ 
ida, Dadonov 24 (Barkov, Huberdeau), 
13:47. 7, Florida, Huberdeau 23 (Barkov, 
Dadonov), 18:04. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 10-16-9-35. 
Los Angeles 10-9-8—27. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 1 
of 4; Los Angeles 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Florida, Montembeault 4-0-1 
(27 shots-24 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
13-21-6 (35-31). 

A-18,022 (18,230). T-2:31. 

Biues 5, Penguins 1 


Jason Behnken/AP 

Tampa Bay Lightning left wing Alex Killorn celebrates the first of his 
three goals in a 6-3 win Saturday over the Washington Capitals. 


Roundup 

Killorn's hat trick 



Power-play opporti 

of 2; Pittsburgh 0 of 4. 
Goalies—St. Louis, 


St. Louis 2 2 1-5 

Pittsburgh 0 1 0-1 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Sundqvist 
13 (Schwartz, Parayko), 4:56. 2, St. Louis, 
Dunn 10 (O’Reilly, Perron), 13:34. 

Second Period—3, St. Louis, Maroon 6 
(Bozak, Thomas), 1:31. 4, St. Louis, Bou- 
wmeester 3 (Maroon, Sanford), 2:41. 5, 
Pittsburgh, Simon 8, 9:53. 

Third Period—6 , St. Louis, Dunn 11 (Pa¬ 
rayko, Thomas), 13:57 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 11-9-6-26. 
Pittsburgh 13-10-18-41. 

■ ly opportunities—St. Louis 1 
" -if 4. 

_ __lis, Binnington 17-4-1 

(41 shots-40 saves). Pittsburgh, DeSmith 
15-11-5 (13-12), Murray 24-12-3 (13-9). 

A-18,641 (18,387). T-2:24. 

Red Wings 2 , Islanders 1 

N.Y. Islanders 1 0 0-1 

Detroit 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Athanasiou 25 
(DeKeyser), 2:59. 2, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 26 
(Nelson, Toews), 10:18. 

Second Period—3, Detroit, Athanasiou 
26 (Bertuzzi, DeKeyser), 9:57. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Islanders 16-14- 
12-42. Detroit 7-5-10-22. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y Is¬ 
landers 0 of 2; Detroit 0 of 3. 

Goalies—N.Y. Islanders, Greiss 21-12-2 
(22 shots-20 saves). Detroit, Bernier 7-17- 
5 (42-41). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:26. 

Jets 2 , Flames 1 

Calgary 0 1 0—1 

Winnipeg 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Scheifele 34 
(Wheeler, Chiarot), 19:51. 

Second Period—2, Calgary, Jankowski 
11 (Giordano, Lindholm), 7:16 (sh). 3, 
Winnipeg, Perreault 14 (Myers, Roslovic), 

10:18 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 8-6-14—28. 
Winnipeg 7-11-3-21. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 3; Winnipeg 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Calgary, Smith 19-14-2 (21 
shots-19 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
30-20-2 (28-27). 

A-15,321 (15,321). T-2:21. 

Bruins 2 , Blue Jackets 1 (OT) 

Columbus 1 0 0 0—1 

Boston 10 0 1-2 

First Period—1, Boston, Bergeron 27 
(Krejci, Marchand), 5:51 (pp). 2, Colum¬ 
bus, Duchene 30 (Savard, Nutivaara), 
16:52. 

Overtime—3, Boston, Marchand 31 

(Bergeron), 3:30. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 6-9-7-3—25. 
Boston 12-8-9-4-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
0 of 1; Boston 1 of 2. 

Goalies—Columbus, Korpisalo 9-6-3 

(33 shots-31 saves). Boston, Halak 19-10- 
4 (25-24). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:34. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Saturday 


Nikita Kucherov, TB 72 35 

Connor McDavid, EDM 67 36 

Patrick Kane, CHI 70 41 58 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 69 33 59 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 72 34 57 

Leon DraisaitI, EDM 71 42 48 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 71 36 53 


A PTS 

82 117 
67 103 


Brayden Point, TB 
Brad Marchand, BOS 
Mikko Rantanen, COL 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
Mitchell Marner, TOR 
Alex Ovechkin, WAS 
Steven Stamkos, TB 


70 38 A 

71 31 5 
71 31 E 

71 20 6 

72 24 e 

71 48 3 

72 35 4 


helps Tampa Bay 
down Washington 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Alex Killorn 
scored three goals for his first 
career hat trick, and the Tampa 
Bay Lightning beat the Washing¬ 
ton Capitals 6-3 Saturday night in 
the teams’ first meeting since last 
year’s Eastern Conference finals. 

Tampa Bay set team records 
for wins (55) and points (114) in 
a season, becoming the 12th team 
in league history to get at least 55 
victories in a season. 

Erik Cernak, Yanni Gourde 
and Tyler Johnson also scored for 
the Lightning, and Andrei Vasi- 
levskiy stopped 30 shots. 

Bruins 2 , Blue Jackets 1 (OT): 
Brad Marchand scored 3:30 into 
overtime and host Boston snapped 
a three-game losing streak. 

Patrice Bergeron had a power- 
play goal for the Bruins and set 
up the game-winner. Boston’s 
skid came after it earned at least 
a point in 19 straight games. 

Blues 5, Penguins 1: Vince 
Dunn scored twice, Pat Maroon 
had a goal and an assist and St. 
Louis ended a three-game losing 
streak on the road. 

Former Pittsburgh draft pick 
Oskar Sundqvist and Jay Bouw- 
meester also scored and Jordan 
Binnington made 40 saves for the 
Blues. Binnington has 17 wins 
and five shutouts in his first 22 
starts. 

Panthers 4, Kings 3: Jonathan 
Huberdeau scored with 1:56 re¬ 
maining and Florida won at Los 
Angeles for its fourth straight 
victory. 

Sam Montembeault made 24 
saves to win his fourth consecu¬ 
tive start for the Panthers. 

Senators 6, Maple Leafs 2: 
Magnus Paqjarvi scored twice to 
lead last-place Ottawa to a win at 
slumping Toronto. 


Red Wings 2, Islanders 1: An¬ 
dreas Athanasiou scored twice 
and Jonathan Bernier stopped 41 
shots in host Detroit’s victory. 

Anders Lee scored for New 
York. 

Hurricanes 4, Sabres 2: An¬ 
drei Svechnikov and Justin Wil¬ 
liams each scored goals, and host 
Carolina won for the third time in 
four games. Jordan Staal scored 
a late goal for his 500th career 
point, Lucas Wallmark also 
scored early and Curtis McElhin¬ 
ney stopped 35 shots to help the 
Hurricanes keep themselves in 
playoff position entering the final 
three weeks of the season. 

Jets 2, Flames 1: Mark Scheif¬ 
ele scored his 34th goal of the 
season, Mathieu Perreault had 
the winner and host Winnipeg 
ended Calgary’s three-game win¬ 
ning streak. Connor Hellebuyck 
made 27 saves for the Jets, allow¬ 
ing only Mark Jankowski’s goal. 
Mike Smith stopped 19 shots for 
the Flames. 

Biackhawks 2 , Canadiens 0: 

Corey Crawford stopped 48 shots 
for his second shutout of the sea¬ 
son and visiting Chicago won its 
fifth straight. 

Wild 5, Rangers 2: Ryan Do¬ 
nato scored two goals and Devan 
Dubnyk had 26 saves as host Min¬ 
nesota remained in the thick of 
the playoff race. 

Predators 4. Sharks 2: Filip 
Forsberg scored the tiebreaking 
goal with 12:58 left in the third 
period and Viktor Arvidsson 
added his second of the game into 
an empty net to help Nashville 
won at San Jose. 

Oilers 3, Coyotes 2 (OT): Con¬ 
nor McDavid scored two goals, 
including the winner in over¬ 
time, to lead Edmonton to a win 
at Arizona. 
















Page 30 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, March 18,2019 


Briefly 

Manziel signs with new 
AAF, will join Memphis 


HIGH SCHOOL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


DODEA Europe 

Royals sweep 
Raiders to 
start season 

By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Ramstein’s 
soccer teams heated up a frigid winter afternoon 
Saturday at Kaiserslautern, opening the 2019 sea¬ 
son with a convincing sweep. 

The Ramstein girls routed the overmatched Raid¬ 
ers 5-1, after which the Royal boys blanked the two- 
time defending Division I champions 2-0. 

The ball bounced largely around the midfield 
throughout as both teams struggled to produce 
sustainable offense, so the game came down to the 
matter of capitalizing on what few opportunities did 
present themselves. 

That’s where Ramstein claimed the advantage. 

Conner Mackie, a member of Kaiserslautern’s 
team who now plays for the archrival Royals, swung 
the game in his new team’s favor midway through, 
the first half. He pounced after Kaiserslautern 
keeper Alex Crossley stopped a Ramstein penalty 
kick and deposited the ricochet in the back of the 
net. 

Jaden Buelvas added an insurance goal just be¬ 
fore halftime off an assist by Christopher Slover. 

The Royals have long placed a heavy emphasis on 
defense while scraping together opportunistic of¬ 
fense on the other end. Head coach Dominik Ludes 
said his team followed that script Saturday, explain¬ 
ing that the Royals were “defensively strong” and 
“efficient with their chances” to score. 

Kaiserslautern coach Enrique John offered simi¬ 
lar analysis, albeit from the opposite perspective. 

“We made two grave mistakes in the defense,” 
John said. “Playing at this D1 level, mistakes like 

DODEA Pacific 



Gregory BROOME/Stars and Stripes 


Tamar Holmes of Ramstein, right, and Genorace 
Armstrong of Kaiserslautern compete for a ball in 
Ramstein’s 2-0 victory Saturday at Kaiserslautern. 

that are punished.” 

Regardless, John said his young, revamped Raid¬ 
ers are at an acceptable phase in what they always 
knew would be a difficult, season-long development 
process. 

“I’m in no way disappointed with the perfor¬ 
mance of my team,” John said. “It’s something to 
build on.” 

The Royals girls paired a potent offense with a 
stingy defense in an overwhelming season debut. 

Junior Rocio Fernandez scored three goals,while 
Haley Deome and Alexis Tri added a goal apiece. 

Fernandez referenced a handful of chances she 
wasn’t able to convert, her frustration with a hat- 
trick performance suggesting just how much poten¬ 
tial this Ramstein offense holds. 

“For the team. I’m happy,” Fernandez said, ex¬ 
plaining that the offense tended to veer towards her 
left side of the field on Saturday and that the Royals 
could become even more dangerous with a better 
balance. “I think we’re going to improve.” 


King boys show gains with 
early season upset victory 


Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — On 
paper, it’s just a regular-season 
victory. 

But first-year coach Rickey An¬ 
drew says he hopes that for King’s 
boys soccer team, Saturday’s 
upset of Perry marks the first 
step toward a brighter future. 

Julius Encinias and Makiah 
Gorman scored second-half goals 
to rally the Cobras to a 2-1 win, 
their first since 2009 over a team 
that’s won six of the past nine Far 
East Division II titles. 

“That’s pretty amazing,” said 
Andrew when apprised of the vic¬ 
tory’s significance. He arrived at 
Sasebo Naval Base in November, 
where “it’s a lot different from 
what I’m used to in the States. 
Our numbers aren’t very big.” 

He spoke in terms of enroll¬ 
ment — King has just 155 stu¬ 
dents — but he might have also 
meant the Cobras’ record since 


2015. They’ve won just seven 
matches against 79 defeats, with 
six draws. King has not had a win¬ 
ning season since going 13-10-2 in 
2009 and has not won a Far East 
title since 2007. 

It looked as if that trend would 
continue after Friday’s first of 
two weekend matches at Iwakuni, 
won by the Cobras 5-1. 

“We made some mistakes,” 
Andrew said, adding he and his 
charges discussed them before 
Saturday’s match. “I told them 
what we needed to do differently 
and how we needed to basically 
defend what they do offensively. 
And the kids did a great job.” 

Saturday’s match had what 
Andrew called a “playoff-type at¬ 
mosphere. It was exciting, a back- 
and-forth struggle. And they’re 
(Samurai) a very good program.” 

Samurai coach Mark Lange 
was philosophical in defeat. 

“We can’t always beat them,” 
he said. “E.J. King is much bet¬ 
ter than they were. They played 


harder than my boys and they de¬ 
served to win. But 10 years, that’s 
a long time.” 

The teams will play again next 
weekend at the Perry Cup tour¬ 
nament at Iwakuni. 

“I told them we can’t have a 
hangover from this and base our 
whole season on it,” Andrew said. 
“We still have a lot to work on and 
improve on. But this was a great 
first step.” 

Meanwhile, on the diamond, the 
Cobras’ baseball team achieved a 
program first — beating Nile C. 
Kinnick for the first time. 

Sophomore Leo Schinker 
pitched a complete-game two-hit- 
ter, striking out 12, and Edrick 
Cummings slugged a two-run 
triple to cap a three-run third 
inning. 

“We’re excited, but trying not 
to get too high on it,” coach Joe 
Schinker said. “A win in March 
doesn’t carry the same weight as 
one in May. But we were happy 
last night, that’s for sure.” 


Associated Press 

Johnny Manziel signed with 
the Alliance of American Foot¬ 
ball on Sat¬ 
urday night 
and will join 
the Memphis 
Express. 

The quarter¬ 
back’s rights 
belonged to 
San Antonio 
of the spring 
league, but 
that team 
declined to 
sign him and 
Manziel then was free to join any 
of the other seven clubs. He was 
awarded through the AAF’s waiv¬ 
er system to the Express, who 
have a league-worst 1-5 record. 

“We are pleased to welcome 
Johnny Manziel to Alliance of 
American Football, which we’ve 
always described as a league of 
opportunity for talented players 
to launch or revitalize their pro 
football careers,” Alliance co¬ 
founder Bill Polian said in a state¬ 
ment released by the league. “We 
completed extensive background 
work to determine whether it 
would be appropriate for Johnny 
to play this season, and after con¬ 
sulting with many people familiar 
with his situation, we concluded 
that it would be good for him to 
resume his pro football career 
here at The Alliance.” 

Manziel was expected to report 
to the Express on Sunday. 

“Welcome to the 901 @JMan- 
ziel2,” the team wrote on its offi¬ 
cial Twitter page. 

Finland’s Bottas wins 
season-opening FI race 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
— Finland’s Valtteri Bottas led 
five-time world champion Lewis 
Hamilton in a 1-2 finish Sunday 
in the 2019 season-opening For¬ 
mula One race but Red Bull driv¬ 
er Max Verstappen split the two 
teams most expected to compete 
for the title, finishing behind both 
Mercedes and in front of both 
Ferraris. 

With one overtaking maneuver 
and consistent speed, Verstappen 
showed that the 2019 Formula 
One season is unlikely to descend 
into another two-team race. 

Verstappen overtook two-time 
defending Australian Grand Prix 
champion Sebastian Vettel on the 
outside just after halfway through 
and kept powering away from the 
Ferrari ace to finish third. It was 
his sixth consecutive FI podium 
finish, and delivered automaker 
Honda its first since 2008. 

In other auto racing news: 

■ Cole Custer held off Kyle 
Busch to win the NASCAR Xfin- 
ity Series race at Auto Club 
Speedway in Fontana, Calif., on 
Saturday, preventing Busch from 
tying Richard Petty’s record with 
his 200th win across NASCAR’s 
three mqjor series. 

The 21-year-old Custer capital¬ 


ized when a disastrous pit stop 
dropped Busch to 14th place 
with 33 laps to go in a race Busch 
had dominated up to that point. 
Although Busch charged back 
through the field, he couldn’t 
catch up to Custer, who drove his 
Stewart-Haas Racing Ford to his 
third career Xfinity victory on 
his home track. 

US hoops draws Turkey, 
Czech Republic, Japan 

USA Basketball still doesn’t 
know which players will be wear¬ 
ing the red, white and blue this 
summer in China. 

Their first three opponents, 
however, are finally set. 

The Americans’ quest for an 
unprecedented third consecu¬ 
tive FIBA World Cup champion¬ 
ship will start against the Czech 
Republic, followed by games 
against Turkey and Japan later 
in the group stage. The draw for 
the 32-team tournament was held 
on Saturday in Shenzhen, China, 
which will be one of the sites for 
the event that starts on Aug. 31. 

Rahm leads by 1 at 
Players Championship 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 
— Jon Rahm felt like every shot 
would be good and most of them 
were Saturday as he posted an 
8-under 64 and built a one-shot 
lead over Rory Mcllroy and 
Tommy Fleetwood in The Play¬ 
ers Championship. 

Five shots behind going into the 
third round, Rahm shot 30 on the 
back nine at the TPC Sawgrass 
and surged into the lead when 
Mcllroy and Fleetwood couldn’t 
keep pace. Rahm’s only bogey 
was on the sixth hole, and even 
that landed next to the pin until 
running over the back. 

Tiger Woods, who was 12 shots 
back, had a much more enjoyable 
experience at the 17th hole. A day 
after carding a quadruple-bogey 7 
at the famed island green. Woods 
made a birdie on the hole. 

Russian testing firm 
denies warning athletes 

MOSCOW—A Russian doping- 
test company denies accusations 
its staff gave athletes advance 
warning of tests. 

The Russian anti-doping agen¬ 
cy has alleged that Anti-Doping 
Initiative’s staff tipped off ath¬ 
letes in the sport of powerlifting 
about what should be no-notice 
tests and asked them for money. 

The company’s CEO, Alexei 
Kozlov, writes in an email that 
his employees “do not inform ath¬ 
letes about upcoming tests.” 

He adds that any samples col¬ 
lected from the athletes were 
sent to a registered laboratory 
and that “if violations are found, 
the athletes will be suspended by 
the International Powerlifting 
Federation.” 
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MLB 


'Rookie' Kikuchi to make debut in Tokyo 


By Jim Armstrong 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Talk about a pressure 
situation. 

Just as he was adjusting to life in the 
United States, Yusei Kikuchi is back in 
Japan getting ready to make his m^or 
league pitching debut in front of a sellout 
crowd at Tokyo Dome. 

From his new teammates, to his Japa¬ 
nese fans to his family and friends, every¬ 
one will be expecting Kikuchi to come up 
with a dominant performance when he 
takes the mound for the Seattle Mariners 
on Thursday in Game 2 of the season-open¬ 
ing series against the Oakland A’s. 

“I never thought I would be making my 
debut in Japan,” Kikuchi said in Japanese. 
“It’s like a dream come true. It’s a new sea¬ 
son for the team and new start for me so I 
want to pitch my best.” 

In January, Kikuchi signed a four-year, 
$56 million deal with the Mariners that in¬ 
cudes club options that could make it worth 
$109 million over seven seasons. 

And if the pressure of opening the sea¬ 
son in Japan wasn’t enough, Kikuchi is 
following in the footsteps of American 
League rookie of the year Shohei Ohtani. 
The two players are graduates of the same 
high school in Iwate Prefecture in north¬ 
ern Japan. 

Seattle manager Scott Servais said he 
didn’t hesitate to give the 27-year-old left- 
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Mariners pitcher Yusei Kikuchi swings 
his left arm on the mound during practice 
Saturday at Tokyo Dome in Tokyo. 

hander such a big assignment. 

“Early on in camp, it was easy for me to 
see he was more than capable of handling 
everything we could throw at him,” Ser¬ 
vais said. “His ability to continue to attack 
the strike zone with all his pitches is re¬ 
ally going to be important throughout the 
season. I see no reason why he can’t go out 
here and have a really good outing his first 
time out.” 

Servais has said Kikuchi’s biggest chal¬ 
lenge will be adjusting to a more grueling 
MLB schedule. 


Teams in Japan only play a 144-game 
season compared to 162 in the m^ors and 
the longest travel time between cities in 
Japan is less than two hours by plane. 

The goal is to keep Kikuchi in the rota¬ 
tion all season but the Mariners may limit 
his innings on occasions to help with that. 

And when it comes to getting advice on 
adjusting to the majors, Kikuchi couldn’t 
have a better mentor than teammate and 
veteran Ichiro Suzuki. 

“My teammates, members of the pitch¬ 
ing staff have all given me their kind input 
and Ichiro-san has also given me some ad¬ 
vice,” Kikuchi said at a press conference. 

Just for the record, Ichiro made it clear 
that he wasn’t telling his young compatriot 
what to do. 

“I gave him advice because he asked for 
it, I didn’t volunteer it,” Ichiro said, draw¬ 
ing a big laugh from Kikuchi. 

The Mariners have traded several nota¬ 
ble veterans this off season while building 
a roster with younger prospects. Seattle 
general manager Jerry Dipoto is hoping 
Kikuchi will fit perfectly in his plans. 

Last season, Kikuchi helped the Seibu 
Lions finish with the best record in the Pa¬ 
cific League in Nippon Professional Base¬ 
ball when he went 14-4 and struck out 153 
batters over 163^/3 innings. 

He has a career record of 73 wins, 46 
losses and one save with a 2.77 ERA. 

Kikuchi pitched Hanamaki-Higashi 


High School to Iwate’s first national final 
at Koshien Stadium in the 2009 Spring In¬ 
vitational. The following autumn, he met 
with representatives of at least eight big 
league clubs that were interested in sign¬ 
ing him. 

In October, six teams named him as 
their top pick in Japanese baseball’s annual 
amateur draft, with the Lions winning his 
negotiating rights in a draft-day lottery. 

Throughout his professional career, 
Kikuchi has established a reputation as 
Japan’s hardest-throwing left-handed 
starter. 

In addition to a four-seam fastball and a 
slider, he also throws a curve and a change, 
and has experimented with a split-fingered 
fastball and a two-seam sinking fastball. 

Left-handers from Japan are a bit of a 
rarity in the majors. Kazuhisa Ishii enjoyed 
success with the Los Angeles Dodgers be¬ 
tween 2002 and 2004 while Kei Igawa was 
a big disappointment for the New York 
Yankees over two seasons from 2007. 

Oakland manager Bob Melvin knows 
Kikuchi will present a challenge for his 
young team. 

“They kind of a have a home- field advan¬ 
tage here with Ichiro and Kikuchi,” Melvin 
said. “We’ve seen some limited video of 
[Kikuchi] so we know he’s good...this will 
be our first taste of him so it’s going to be 
exciting, especially here at Tokyo Dome.” 


Suzuki hitless in first 
game home since 2012 


By Jim Armstrong 

Associated Press 


TOKYO — Ichiro Suzuki’s 
struggles at the plate have fol¬ 
lowed him to Japan. 

Ichiro went hitless in three at- 
bats on Sunday when his Seattle 
Mariners beat the Yomiuri Giants 
6-4 in an exhibition game ahead 
of their MLB season-opening se¬ 
ries against the Oakland A’s. 

Ichiro arrived in Japan hit¬ 
ting just .080 
in spring 
training 
this season 
and couldn’t 
break out 
with a hit be¬ 
fore a near¬ 
sellout crowd 
of 46,315 at 
Tokyo Dome. 

Even be¬ 
fore the game 
started, Ichiro gave the crowd a 
thrill, signing autographs down 
the third-base line before a throng 
of fans eager to get a glimpse of 
the 45-year-old star who is play¬ 
ing here for the first time since 
2012. 



Suzuki 


He made a fine running catch 
up against the wall in deep right 
field in the first inning, flashing 
signs of the defensive prowess 
he has displayed throughout his 
career. 

Cameras flashes lit up the 
stands when he strode to the plate 
for his first at-bat in the second 
but he hit a fly ball to left-center 
field. 

He grounded into a force out in 


the fourth and grounded out again 
in the sixth before being replaced 
in right field by Braden Bishop. 

The Mariners can accommo¬ 
date Ichiro now with a special 28- 
man roster for the Japan visit, but 
it will revert to 25 when the sea¬ 
son resumes in the United States 
a week later. 

After that, Ichiro’s future is un¬ 
certain. He stepped aside early 
last season, temporarily retiring 
to become a Mariners special 
assistant. 

Seattle manager Scott Servais 
played down the notion that Ich¬ 
iro is under pressure here to get 
hits. 

“I don’t think Ichiro is under 
any pressure,” Servais said. 
“He’s certainly earned the right 
to partake in this series. He’s off 
to a slow start this spring, but 
I thought his timing was better 
today, he just missed a ball he 
pulled down the line that was foul 
so I thought his swings were fine. 
He made a nice catch in the out¬ 
field to start off the game so he’ll 
be in the lineup tomorrow.” 

Yomiuri starter Nobutaka 
Imamura, who retired Ichiro in 
his first two at-bats, said he was 
determined to do his best against 
the veteran outfielder. 

“I just threw him fastballs,” 
Imamura said. “I approached it 
with the attitude of challenging a 
superstar.” 

Jay Bruce hit a two-run homer 
in the top of the seventh to give 
the Mariners a 5-3 lead and they 
added another run in the eighth 
on a Dee Gordon solo homer. 



Brynn Anderson/AP 

Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer will be the team's opening day starter against the Mets. 


Scherzer looks ready to start 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — From the pitch-ac¬ 
companying grunts to the pawing at the mound with 
his cleats, from the nine Ks to the 14 consecutive 
outs. Max Scherzer sure looked to be ready for the 
regular season. 

After giving up a combined eight runs over 8^/3 in¬ 
nings across his preceding pair of Grapefruit League 
starts, Scherzer was much more Scherzer-like Sat¬ 
urday in an exhibition game against the St. Louis 
Cardinals. The three-time Cy Young Award winner 
allowed one run and four hits in six innings, with 
zero walks in his next-to-last outing before taking the 
mound opening day against the New York Mets. 

“He knows it’s getting to be that time. He’s got one 
more outing after this and then it’s game time,” Na¬ 
tionals manager Dave Martinez said. “So I expected 
him to go out there and do exactly what he did.” 

Scherzer left with a 5-1 lead, before St. Louis 
came back to win 8-5 by hitting a pair of homers off 
reliever Kyle Barraclough, then scoring five runs in 
the ninth off Nationals closer Sean Doolittle. 

Knowing that he wasn’t facing the Cardinals’ 


real lineup, Scherzer said, he felt he didn’t have to 
hold anything back or worry about tipping off how 
he might approach meaningful at-bats during the 
season. Instead, he could “really be aggressive and 
throw all the pitches I want to throw. Try to strike 
guys out. Really make this as in-season a start as 
possible and try to finish strong.” 

That he did, leaving to a standing ovation from the 
home crowd after striking out Tyler O’Neill for the 
last out of the sixth. Scherzer threw 87 pitches, 63 
for strikes. 

Scherzer also made sure to work on particular 
pitches — one example: throwing his change-up out 
of the zone when he wants it there — and his coordi¬ 
nation with new catcher Yan Gomes. 

“There’s a few small things that I still need to re¬ 
fine. There’s some executions that I can continue to 
execute a little bit better,” said Scherzer, runner-up 
to Mets righty Jacob deGrom — who he’ll face in the 
opener — for last year’s NL Cy Young Award after 
going 18-7 with a 2.53 ERA. “The intensity, basically 
the first inning through the first five innings — to be 
able to be strong, especially through those five, that 
was a good sign today and something I look forward 
to taking into the regular season.” 
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Location, hospitality and local zeal keeps First Four coming back to Dayton 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

DAYTON, Ohio 
hen Texas Southern and 
North Carolina Central 
tipped off on the second 
night of last year’s First 
Four, the University of Dayton Arena next 
to Interstate 75 was still filling up with 
12,732 spectators, the largest crowd in the 
eight-year history of the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment play-in affair. 

The arena had “March Madness” logos 
on the polished court, national TV, blar- 


At Texas Southern, instead 
of being a 16th seed, I’d 
rather be in the First Four 
every year. You get there and 
they meet you at the hotel, 
they have a band playing, 
they have refreshments for 
you. Even when you leave, 
they treat you great. ’ 

Mike Davis 

Detroit Mercy head coach 


ing pep bands and a giant American flag 
unfurled by members of the military sta¬ 
tioned at nearby Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base for an undercard of teams 
from small, historically black colleges — 
one of them with a losing record — that 
rarely see this kind of hoopla. The place 
crackled with the energy of an important 
event. 

“First class,” was how Mike Davis put 
it. Davis took Texas Southern to the First 
Four in 2014 and 2018 before moving on to 
coach at Detroit Mercy. 

SEE DAYTON ON PAGE 27 



George Mason and North Carolina prepare to square off at Dayton Arena in Dayton, Ohio during an NCAA Tournament game in 2006. With growing 
competition around the country to host NCAA regionals, the University of Da^on is pouring $72 million in upgrades into it’s 50-year-old arena. 

Kiichiro Sato/AP 


EJ King boys get first win over Perry 
since 2009 » High school, Page 30 



Ramstein opens season with sweep 
of Kaiserslautern » High school. Page 30 










